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Dream or Reality: Svapnavasavadattam 

- Prachi Bhatt 

Bhasa was indeed a great dramatist. His charaters are still alive today among 

the lovers of Sanskrit Literature. His vivid description and insight into charaters 

are really a treat to read. Svapnavasasvadattam is one of his best play. The play was 

written around 3' century. The main charater of the play is Udayana who mourns for 

the death of his wife. Throughout the play we come across his sadness and mourning. 

Morover, he is depicted as a loyal husband who has married another woman i.e, 

Padmavati but only after the assumed death of his first wife Vasavadatta. 

The interesting point about the play is Bhasa didn't name title of the play on 

the hero's name but it is the heroine who captures the attention. Vasavadatta is divine. 

She is the daughter of Pradyota in the play. She has sympathy, tenderness and above 

all she is selfless because on the the advice of Yaugandharayana, minister of udayana 

she gives up her life of comfort only for the sake of her husband's prosperity. She 

is the classic Sanskrit Literature heroine. Similarly, Padmavati is selfless and doesn't 

have little sense of jealously, she treats Vasavadatta with love and affection even 

after knowing her true reality. 

Yaugandharayana is portrayed as a loyal minister of udayana. He not only 

takes the queen Vasavadatta into his confidence but like a clever and intelligent 

minister plans a scheme so that the king can marry Padmavati. Yaugandharayana and 

Vasavadatta not only live as simple people on modest belongings but take on disguise 

as a hermit and his sister . This hardship by them shows their affection for the king 

because the territories were under some sort of danger and yaugandharayana's plan 

was to recover territories. In the play its's all about characters and their relationship 
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we do not find any kind of war or the description of battle scene in the play mainly 

because Bhasa wanted to depict only about Love and separation ,not about blood 

and war.This play is all about women's conversation , their friendship and scenery 
of garden, flowers and nature which is closely associated to women. 

The fifth scene in the play is the most important and dynamic because here 

we encounter Udayanand and Vasavadatta's meeting but both are unconscious yet 

conscious of their presence. Udayana becomes confuse between the reality and 

dream. Thus, Svapnavasavadattam is a must read for all those who enjoy reading 
classic Sanskrit Literature. 

- Language Department 
Art faculty 

Delhi University 
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Definitions of Error in Advaita Vedanta 

- Dr. Veneemaadhava Shastri B. Joshi 

The first Sootra of Baadaraayana (Brahma Sootra- 555) Insists the starting 

points of Brahma Jijnaasaa only after making oneself to be eligible by attaining 

Saadhanachatushtaya i.e., 1) Discriminative knowledge about what is eternal an what 
is transitory. ( 	I F-Ici wfa dct, :) 

2) Renouncing the enjoyments not only here in this world but also in the 
neither world. (7113T2ich-mtiii7tm:) 

3) Possession of tranquility control over sense endurance, faith and such 
virtues ( 	 TrRia#ci) 

4) and Earnest desire for liberation (ITIPoiT) 

But, the question is why should we aspire after this Jinjnaasaa? The answer 

is that to gain the permanent Bliss (Shaashvatasukha) of Brahman. In other words 

Bliss bereft of any mixture of sorrow or pain (1:1T#FITTNIT) (1)The Pleasures of 

senses are mixed with the drops of sorrows and try hard on the pathway to (God to 
rejoice at the endless bliss'. 

But how to get this Eternal Bliss is a big question. Is it outside our body, or 

hanging somewhere in the air or in any world. No, it is within us only. Then, why not 

do we enjoy that Eternal Bliss? It is covered by a vei12. That veil is ignorance 
(Ajnaana). It is in the form of worldly transaction wherein the cognition of sentient 

and non-sentient is mixed. One is soul and the other one is non-soul (Aatmaanaatama). 
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Thus, this ignorance is evident in the wordings like I am going (Aham gacchaami) 

etc. I am thin (Aham Krishah) etc. Here 'I' denotes inner soul and other words the 

body. (Literary T is also non-sentient, but for the time being it is the only channel 

through which soul is identified. 

This type of mixing the cognitions of self and non-self is technically 

styled as Adyaasa or superimosition. It is cognizing something on some other 

thing . One can realize the supreme soul which is in the form of never flickering 

light and eternal Bliss only when removes this Ajnaana orAvidyaa. To exterminate 

this Avidyaa, first, we have to start this enquiry into Brahman (Brahama Jijnaasaa). 

Thus, Shree Shankaraachaarya at the outset of his shaareeraka Meemaamsaa or 

Bhaashya of Brahmasootras gives in the first place the appropriate nature 

of this Adhyaasa or Avidyaa which is the veil to the eternal Bliss and which we have 

to avoid. He gives good many definitions of this error advocated in the other 

systems of Darshana. The first one is (1) the Adyaasa is the apprehension of 

something, perceived previously while pereceiving something else through 

remembrance. 

. 401 94T1711:0 

Some others (Naiyaayikas) define this as (2) " it is the superimposition of 

the attributes of one thing on another thing". 

*F7q 3iPqq.  3iP4g1:6WR:iki •-q-r•-cici) 

In the opinion of some (Meemaamshakas)3) It is the illusion due to not 

being able to note the difference between the two things. 

(zfq 7-17afFf: 	 W:1:1 

Some others (Shoonyavaadins) (4) opine that it is the ascription of false 

attributes to a thing 

(7n.  7K9:Er-ff&R 
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All these views agree in representing this Adyaasa as the false apprehension 

of attributes of one thing on another. 

(a  	31-Pw=ri-q91-Fr-d-f 

However traditionally, the differnt theories of error are enumerated as five 

in the welknown couplet. 

clk1 	s?-11 c-R-12,TTI 

(9611{64,D--c1.1-01 

Some Advaitins following their predeessors deal with all the other Khyaatis 

and establishes argumentatively the Anirvachaneeya Khyaati to be the most 

consistant one. In one context Vidyaaranya offers the definition of error in a different 

way. In fact Vidyaranya's definition of error or falsity owes its basic idea to that of 

his predeesors; yet his novelty is revealed in putting forth the definition from a 

different angle. 

Padmapaada, in his Panchapaadikaa defines error as not being the locus of 

either reality or unreality- k-Ktir:11-11 

In other words falsity is different form both real and unreal. Reality 

can never be sublated and hence it implies nontransitoriness. On the other hand 

the unreal cannot be presented. The world is presented to us but it is sublated 

later. Hence, it is distinct from both real and unreal and as such it is false. It may 

be objected that, the Asat is not at all an existing thing, hence how can it be said 

in the definition that it is different from Asat (unreal)? But the answer is that 

the Asat (Unreal entity) though it is not existing, it is used or found in our 

transactions. In other words it is Vyavahaarayogya, object of our common usages. 

We say Asat is not seen, Asat is not existing and so on. Hence it is different from 

	

the Asat which is used in our usages ( 	7rcizq of9-7-4 -t).414-k) . Hence no 

anomaly. However, the sublatibility (Baadhyatva) of the falsity does not seem to be 

clear cut in this definitions. 

J .J 

Prakaashaatman defines it as that which is eternally negated in the same locus 
where it is cognized (Tirucr*rrgriwrf7--*-ftkeT 	 . The serpent is apprehended 
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in its locus i.e., rope, and again after the true knowledge of its substratum it is 

negated there only. Hence the false thing is negated where it appears. Here too the 

reason for its removability does not seem to be in clear cut terms. Therefore, it 

seems Prakaashaatman defines falsity in another way as that which is removable by 

knowledge ( 41Piacticci fgrvTri). This means, the content of illusory cognition 

ceases with the cognition of its real nature. Hence it is implied that the false thing 

is negated since it is non-eternal in nature. No doubt the term Nivartyatva 

implies that positivity of the object but not so comprehensively. 

Chitsukha offers the definition of falsity as that the substratum of which is 

equally the locus of its eternal negation (Izii3iztiTRWM7iiii4Sitzniii tzziTI:1) 

This definitions appears to be a replica of the first definition given by 

Prakaashaamaan. But the slight difference can be seen in the change of the place 

of substantive and adjective of the first definition of Prakaashaatman3. 

No doubt the intention of Chitsukha in this definition is the same as that of 

Vivaranakaara as the false appears and is sublated. Hence the implication of -11.-Fich-t4c-ci 

seems to be more obscure though it is not at all an anomaly in the strict sense. 

Aanandabodha in his NyaayaMakaranda defines it simply as that other than 
reality (-irgicirticci fl:r2,71:1) 4  

Here it seems, the falsity is not at all recignized as a category. This does 

not mean that it is defective. This stand is maintained from a different angle. 

(in this context we may refer to view of dr. Nirad Chakraborthy- 'The concept 

of falsity' (Culcutta University). However positivity is not stated here in clear cut 
terms. 

In this regard let us examine the definition contributed by Vidaranya. He 

defines it as that which is ineffable and contemporaneous with the antecedent 

absence of discriminative knowledges. Pral(A11111 	4i 

This means the falsity is both different from real and unreal 

(Sadasadvilakshanatva or Anirrachaneeyatva) and as such it is positive and yet it is 
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removable by the true knowledge. The silver preceived on nacre is positive, 

because it is experienced and it is different from mere negation and the nacre is 

therefore contemporaneous with the pre-absence of true knowledge. The so called 

Praagabhaava Yuta certainly implies the negation of negation i.e., positivity 

and removability by true knowledge. But, since the supreme consciousness is 

ever present it may be contemporancous with anything let alone the Vrittijnaana 

Praagabhaava. To overcome this anomaly Anivachaneeyatva is added. 

Brahman is nnot different from reality. Then the adequacy of the last part of 

the definition may make superfluous the first part. But , this, though sufficient does 

not imply its nature, namely removability by knowledge. Nor can this definition 

be stained by prolixity (Gaurava). For Phalamukha Gaurava is no anomaly at all. 

Hence both the components make the definition perfect and immaculate in all 
respects. 

If we compare this with that or Madhusudhan Sarasvati we find more or less 

the same sense in a different way 

	 TRTRIzii orcilcc14-11 

However, this definition of falsity offers the correct position of falsity so to speak, 

as less than the real but more than unreal. 

" Such entities may be said to posses a temporal, empirical or a relative 

relality...with reference to the unrelated absolute they are naught. Still it would be 

wrong to describe them as unreal for, ther can be no relation nonentities 	we, not 

only not perceive the absolute, but perceive something else in its place. Perception 

not only hides the real from us but actually draws us away from it. it is a datum of 

experience and not a gratuitous assumption of the Advaitins. That is why maaya is 
positive and not a mere negation of knowledge...." 

Conclusion: 

Infine Shrei Shankaraachaarya concludes in this AdhyaasaBhaashya drawing 

a general feature of these definitions that it is cognition of something on an abject 

which is somethin• else. (3-rd#Tri dc 	icia -cnid) 
4■107 	AID% 	,_410% 	4407 	AID 
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This is the root of all evils of the world, and extermination of which is 

the rise of realization. That is why Vedaanta gives us guideline to march on the 

pathway to God. For the same reason the study of Vedaanta is undertaken in 

this Shaariraka Meemaamsaa i.e., Bhaashya on Brahmasootra through 

Brahmajij anaasaa. 

.4T1F-Ti-A5t7F11. 	is 	 chgcqaT:1 

MI1J111 	 3Tr-ozA TRIT 	P- 

- 

I Thus, this superimposition is beginning less and endless and quite 

natural. This has the feature of wrong cognition that causes the state of doer (kartaa) 

and enjoyer (Bhoktaa) which is patent to the entire world. For the total extrication 

of this calamity brings the knowledge of oneness of the self. All the upanisads 

proceed with their guideliness in this direction. And the way as to how this is the 

purport of all the upanishadic sentences, that we shall point out in this scientific 

inquiry into the nature of the self.] 

However inspite of this, searching evidence for Ajnaana is as if tryingto see 

the darkness with a lamp. 

3179 ql1q14-1773c,1) 1-11'111cel-cl4V-ft:1 

1.9 744: 1:7-4-  S1‘)1)7111\TRil-1chlq11-1.-c: cici-c1R-141-14AcklIc1(41 

It is within the reach of our own experience. 
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4. 	Polkar Raamachandrashastriji remarks on this definitions as follows- 

zrecr 31-19- q-19-14:qtr 	 tfafq: 31-Tr -r9-7scrrrgrr-q, 7-T;It t-Mte.1- 	-5111—ATq 
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- Bendre Maarga, 
Saadhankeri, 

Dharwad- 580008. 
Karnataka 
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