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From the Chief Editor’s Desk

Thought of the week

When the norm is
decency, other virtues
can thrive: integrity,
honesty, compassion,
kindness, and trust.

Raja Krishnamoorthi

In the context of the Bi-Centenary Celebrations
of the Birth Anniversary of Swami Dayananda

The Generator of Happiness
and Sufferings

It is everybody’s wish to be hap-
py in life. Unfortunately, many people
do not know that virtue generates happi-
ness and vice suffering. God fearing
people always do their best to shun the
path of evil and tread on the right path.
We pray the blissful God, our Creator,
our Supreme Father, Mother, Brother
and Friend to bestow happiness on us.
During our prayer we often recite the
following mantra-

Om Vishwani Deva Savitar Duritani
Parasuva. _

Yadbhadram Tanna Asuva
Meaning of words :- Savitah - Creator
of the entire universe and source of all
]érosperlty Deva - the self-illumined

od and the Giver of all happiness, Nah
- our, Vishwani - all, Duritani — evil
inclinations, bad habits, vices and ca-
lamities, Para Suva - wipe off, remove
Yat - That, Bhadram — righteous na-
ture, virtuous and good deeds, Tat -
That, Nah — our, Asuva — provide, be-
stow, confer upon. o
Purport :— O Lord of inspiration, Cre-
ator of the universe, Source of all our
Erosperlty, Self-illumined, Bestower of

appiness, we pray Thee to remove all
our vices, bad habits, evil inclinations
and pains. Instead, confer upon us vir-
tues, create in us the desire to perform
good deeds, bless us with the righteous
nature inherent in ourselves and provide
us with more resources to enable us to
enjoy bliss. )

If we ponder upon the meaning of
the above mantra attentively, two im-
portant aspects emerge : First, this pray-
er is offered to the Almighty to remove
our bad habits and vices and, second, to
bestow what is good, auspicious and
beneficial on us.

The world consists of both good
and bad aspects. Fortunate are they who
choose the right path from their” early
childhood and tread on it till they breathe
their last. Many are they who come to
adopt the right path after experiencing the
outcome of the sins they committed in
their early lives and drawing the necessary
conclusions from their bad habits.

Example of a Rebellious Youth

Munshiram, who was later to be-
come Swami Shraddhananda, offers the
appropriate example of a rebellious
youth in his early life.

He was an atheist and spent his
time eating, drinking and merry making.
He developed many bad habits in the pro-
cess. It was after listening to the discours-
es of Maharshi Dayananda Saraswati that
he took the decision to abandon his evil
ways so as to make a new start. He joined
the Arya Samaj movement and devoted a
lot of his time to social work.

He put the mantra - "Om
Vishwani Deva...." into practice. He
rejected vices and became virtuous. He
became a great
monk who be-
came known as
Swami
Shraddhananda.
Virtue and Sin

Virtue
leads us to hap-
piness and sin to
suffering.

Manu, the law-
giver states, “Let

£ “ a man, therefore,
continually practise virtue for the sake
of securing happiness. Since it is
through the help of virtue alone that the
soul can cross the ocean of misery and
sorrow. A man who regards virtue alone
as the highest thing and whose sins have
been destroyed through the practice of
righteousness attains that All glorious
Being by virtue alone.” (Manu 1V, 242)

Sage Veda Vyas states in the Ma-
habharata, “Let a man never renounce
Dharma (righteousness) either through
lust or through fear, or through greed or
even to save his life, since Dharma is
imperishable, while pleasure or pain is
perishable, the soul is immortal, while
the body is mortal.”

I%}We become really virtuous we

~
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shall uplift our souls and attain the sta-
tus of Devas. If we fall into the abys of
sin instead, we will become Rakshas.
Swami Dayananda states, “Devas are
those who "are wise and learned and
Rakshas are those who are wicked and
love sin.”

Our thoughts, inclinations, words
and deeds are twofold -- either good or
bad, either virtuous or sinful. It is our
thoughts which render us virtuous or
evil minded. We must always remem-
ber that life is a battle. We have to fight
against our inherent enemies — passion,
anger, greed, jealousy, arrogance, illu-
sion, selfishness and envy to mention
but a few.

The Consequences of Bad and Good
Habits

~ Many people are subjected to bad
habits like smoking, drinking, gambling,
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telling lies and backbiting. Many are also
involved in the sale of drugs, prostitution,
adultery, corruption and violence. These
evils cause a lot of suffering.

Youth should be encouraged to
cultivate a healthy body by practising
sports activities and exercises daily.
They must cultivate a healthy mind by
reading worthwhile literature and develop
healthy habits by avoiding the company
of bad people, drugs and immoral behav-
iour. If they imbibe virtue and shun vice
their life will have a meaning and they
will be happy and satisfied.

In conclusion, if one communes
with God and puts the teachings of the
above-mentioned mantra into practice,
one will certainly enjoy a joyful and
fruitful life.

O.N. Gangoo
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TREE-PLANTING CEREMONY AT
DAV MORC. ST. ANDRE

To mark the 200" birth anniversary
of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, Arya
Sabha Mauritius organised an Interna-
tional Conference on “Arya Samaj in
the Girmitiya Diaspora” from 27" July
2023 to 30" July 2023. In that context,
on Monday 31* July 2023, a tree-
planting ceremony was held on the
premises of DAV College Morcel-
lement St. André with the collaboration
of Arya Sabha Mauritius.

Among the delegates who came
from India, South Africa, the Netherlands
and Fiji, DAV College Morc. St André
had the privilege to welcome Swami Ar-
yavesh ji, Swami Pranavanand Ji Maha-
raj, Swami Omkaranand ji Maharaj, Swa-
mi Adityavesh ji, Acharya Prabha Mitra
i, Acharya Avritti Prabha ji, Acharya
Jitendra Purusharthi ji, Shri Bitthal Rao
ji, and others to grace the function. The
steering committee of the conference,
Ar&a eta Dr. Oudaye Narain Gangoo ji,
G.0.S.K, Arya Ratna, Smt. P. n
Teeluckdharry ji and Shri R. Guttee ji
were also h
Arya Sabha Mauritius, Dr. Bhushan
Chummun ji, other executive members of
Arya Sabha Mauritius, and the chairman
of DAV MSA school committee, Dr. J.
Lallbeeharee, were among the guests.

A Significant Milestone

Yajna was performed by Pt.
Poonye and Pta. Simla Dabeea, fol-
lowed by a Bhajan by the educators of
the Hindi department and students of

resent. The vice president of R

breathe, reducing soil erosion and miti-
gating water pollution. Moreover, the
presence of trees beautifies the school
ground, creating a tranquil and natural
environment that fosters a sense of calm
and well-being among students and
members of the staff. Dr. B. Chummun
talked about the importance of Yajna. In
his vote of thanks, Dr. J. Lallbeeharee
thanked Arya Sabfla Mauritius and all
the delegates for their presence, and in-
vited them and the members of Arya
Sabha Mauritius and students of Grade
2 and Grade 13
to the  tree-
planting ceremo-
ny. After the cere-
mony  breakfast
was served to all
the guests.

Gratitude
Appreciation
The Rector,
Mrs. J. Sumputh,
the Deputy Rec-
tor, Mr. V. Ghoo-
run and the Senior
Educator, Mr. P.
Makool, extended
their sincere grati-
tude and appreci-
ation to Arya Sa-
) ~ bha Mauritius and
the steering committee of the conference
for having given the privilege and noble
]o)pﬁortumtf/ of tree plantation to the
cg

and

V College MSA. They were also
thankful to all educators, administrative
staff and non-teaching staff who actively

Sooklun [

Grade 8 Diamond under the guidance of [S&8%

Mr. Ramawta, Head of Physics Depart-
ment. Mrs. Sangeeta J. Sumputh, Rec-
tor of DAV MSA, talked about the im-
portance and benefits of planting trees
n her welcome speech. She emphasised
that the tree-plantation ceremony
marked a significant milestone in the
school’s ongoing commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability. This initiative
demonstrates our collective responsibil-
ity towards conserving nature and creat-
ing a greener future. The resulting
Ereene will not only aesthetically en-

ance the premises of the school but
also create a serene and peaceful atmos-
phere. The Rector also added that Hin-
duism projects nature as a manifestation
of the Almighty and holds sacred be-
liefs about nature, specifically regard-
ing the religious significance of trees
and the five eclements [earth, water,
fire, wind and s ac%. The Vedas pray
for peace from the Earth, Atmosphere,
Heaven, Mountains, Rivers, Sun, Moon
and Stars, from the entire universe.
“Om Dyau Shanti Rantariksha Gam”.
Hinduism upholds the Earth as a Divine
Mother and all livings beings are her
“equal” offsprings.

The Prithvi Sukta in Atharva Ve-
da states: || Mata Bhumih Putroham
Prithivyah |. That is, “My Mother is
Earth and I am Her son.” The reason
why Hindus must venerate nature and
this can be done by Elanting more and
more trees and nourish them.

A Sense of Calm and Well-Being )

_ Among the delegates, Shri
Bitthal Rao from Hyderabad, Swami
Vedanand ji from South Africa, Swami
Pranavanand ji from New Delhi, Swami
and Aryavesh ji  addressed the audi-
ence. They mentioned that tree planta-
tion plays a pivotal role in preserving
nature and combatting climate change.
The trees planted during this ceremony
will contribute to several significant
benefits such as purifying the air we

A Cp L TR

participated in the organisation of the
tree planting ceremony. The participa-
tion of grade 12 and I3 students in the
Yajna and the tree-planting ceremony
was also appreciated. They thanked the
MBC for their presence during the whole
event. This event not only symbolised
our commitment to %re.servmg the envi-
ronment but also highlighted the numer-
ous benefits of tree plantation for our
students.

Dr. (Mrs) Rajluxmi Rosunee
Dept. of Hindi and Theology

Introversion

T h ere are times

When we desire

A complete loss of memory

That is a huge state of oblivion

Since there are thoughts innumerable
Which haunt us the thoughts of many things
Out of the reach, which when repelled
By failure, trouble us thorns do.

The thought of things unknown
Rendered in possibilities, for initiatives
If our mind is already full with
pre-conceived,

Ideas, concepts and notions,

Where is the space for things to come in?
In terms simple, happiness is but,

An attitude towards life and everything.
In it make happiness a good habit

Or else everything could become

An unintentional product of our introversion!
Sookraj Bissessur
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A three-day Shravani Mahayajna at Beau-Bassin

A three-day Shravani Maha—

gajna was held at the Beau-Bassin A ri/%
ama)hMandlr Branch No. 93 from 1

to 13 August 2023. It was or amzed
under the aegis of Arya Sabha Mauri-
tius in collaboration with Plaine Wil-
hems Arya Zila Parlshad ];h cf, gna
was perfqlrmed on Frldag/ and Sat-
urday 12" from 4:00 to 6:00 pm and on

from 9.30-11.30 am.

he officiating Purohits on the
were Pt. Jeevan Mahadeo and Pt.
Vasudev Chunnoo. After the Yajna Pt.

Sunda% 130
1 lth

Jeevan Mahadeo sang the Yajna Prarthna,
Bhajan and Kirtan. He also delivered a
sermon on the topic, in the presence of Dr
Oudaye Narain Gangoo Arya Neta, and
Shri Dharam Fokeer, Former M1n1ster
Justice Rampersad Proag and Mrs Yallini
Yallapa, Vice-President of Plaine Wil-
hems Arya Zila Parishad.

Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo, in his
key address evoked several problems
facing the Hindu community in our times.
The machinery of proselytizing is very
active among a certain section of the pop-
ulation and this is eroding the intellectual
section of the Hindu community. Besides,
the orthodox section of Hindus is still
plunged in ignorance and blind faith.

In my capacity as secretary of the
Samaj, [ told the audience the im-
portance and impact of Gaitree Mantra
on my life. Mrs Yallini Yallapa offered
the vote of thanks and invited the audi-
ence to have a meal.

o } formed by Pandita

The Saturday evening Mahayaj-
na was officiated by Pandita Seeruttun
and Pandit Vasudev Chunnoo. After
the yajna Pandita Seeruttun performed
the Yajna Prarthna, bhajan and kirtan.
She also delivered her pravachan on
Shravani Upakarma, in the presence of
Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, the

chief guest of the day.

= Swami Ji in his key ad-
| dress stressed on the recitation
of Veda Mantras for a peaceful
and fruitful life, the necessity of
| observing the Panch Mahayajna
and the recitation of Gaetree
and Mrityunjaye mantras for
everybody. The secretary of the
samaj presented to the audience,
a brief history of the organiza-
7 tion and paid homage to the
< y founder members. He, then
offered the vote of thanks and
. invited everybody for a meal.

On Sunday 13" August
2023, the Poornahutl of the
three-day Mahayajna was per-
Renu
Ramdhany and Pandita Artee
Pauplah After the Mahayajna both of
them did the yajna prarthna, bhajan
and kirtan. They also delivered very
impressive pravachans on the shravani
festival, in the presence of the chief
guest, Shri Satterdeo Peerthum ji, Vice
-President of Arya Sabha Mauritius. The
historian Shri Anand Mulloo and Dr
Khulesh Gunga graced the Yajna by their
presence.

In his key of address, the Vice-
President, Shri Satyadeo Peerthum enu-
merated the works of Arya Sabha in the
domain of education through their two
Primary Schools and three Secondary
Schools. In the field of social service, the
Arya Sabha runs six homes.

I delivered the vote of thanks and
expressed my gratitude to the audience
and the members of the samaj for their
presence as well as for their financial help
which enabled the samaj to organize the
three-day Shrawani Yajna.

Pahlad Ramsurrun
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: In My View
At the Crossroads

There are times when we
stand at the crossroads. We need to
find solutions to the problems that be-
set us. They may affect the course of
our life positively or negatively.

It is in retrospect that we gauge
and weigh the value of experiences.
Once we have attained maturity we can
understand what we have achieved or
what we have missed.

Life is fraught with situations
which we have to face on our own
even if we have to go to the limit of
our resources.

We realise how loneliness can
be frightening, how time weighs heavi-
ly upon us as we understand the virtue
of patience.

It may happen that no solution is
in sight. It behoves us then to perse-
vere hoping that the situation will im-
prove somehow.

We have to find ways and means
to survive the ordeals which differ
from individual to individual.

Along the way we come to know
our mettle until we see light at the end
of the tunnel.

We ask ourselves if so much
pain and suffering have served any
purpose.

Nevertheless, we are armed to
face any situation. We become sadder
and wiser as we tread ahead.

Mithyl Banymandhub
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Time to take action
against quacks

Dear Sir,

Tracts are in circulation. They
are distributed in public places or put
in the letter box. Therein pseudo heal-
ers claim that they have the solution to
any human problem ranging from mar-
ital discord to issue concerning our
work. It would seem that there is no
end to the problems they can solve so
great is their power. I do not know
from where they got it.

As human beings we all have
our problems. Through your esteemed
weekly I am making an urgent appeal
to your readers not to believe in what
is mentioned in these tracts.

Let us not have blind faith in
these pseudo healers and turn to the
Supreme Being for solace in times of
need. Only He can relieve us. Your
readers are warned not to become vic-
tims of these people whose only inten-
tion it is to thrive on our weaknesses.

Yours sincerely,

Satyadev Bowan
(Camp Fouquereaux)

Forum / Debate on Satyarth
Prakash at Ripailles Arya Samaj

In the context of Satyarth Prakash
mass, Ripailles Arya Samaj, organized
weekly yajnas and satsangs with the
help of Pta. Lilamunee Kureeman.

Alongside the above, a Forum/ De-
bate on the Saq]/arth Prakash was also
organized on 25™ June 2023 at the Ram-
narain Ghoorah Recreation Centre,
Ripailles.

The participants of the Forum/ De-
bate were Acharya Prabha Mitra Ji from
India, Shri Harrydeo Ramdhony Ji, Presi-
dent,Ved Prachar Samitti and Rajveer
Awotar, a promising young man.

The hall of the centre was packed
to capacity with an audience eager to
learn about the burning issues of life.

Acharya Ji and the other partici-
pants treated various topics of the Swa-
mi Dayanand’s Magnum Opus. The
question and answer session clarified
subjects like the creation of the Uni-
verse, meditation, Varna Vyawastha,
and the education system among others.

The feedback received was unani-
mous that such types of events should
be organized more frequently so as to
increase our knowledge of the Arsh
Granths.

Amichand Kureeman
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Tribute to Dr Roodrasen Neewoor , GOSK, Arya Bhushan

There is a
saying that reads,
“The greatness of a
man can be meas-
ured by the void he
leaves behind him”.
This saying befits
the departure of Dr
Roodrasen  Nee-
woor — GOSK, Arya
Bhushan and Hon-
orary Chairman of
the Arya Sabha
Mauritius, a  tower-
ing personallty in
the field of Arya
Samaj in Mauritius, a remarkable social worker
and a medical doctor who devoted his entire life
to the service of the community.

Dr Roodrasen Neewoor left us on the 2nd
of July 2023 at the age of eighty nine. He was
born on the 18 June 1934, in the village of St.
Felix located in the Savanne district. His father
was a staunch and renowned Arya Samajist
named Ramprasad Neewoor, but was more
popular by the name of Sookhoo Ramprasad.

Since childhood Roodrasen was a bril-
liant student. He successfully completed his
Frlmary and secondary studies. Afterwards he

ft for India to study medicine. In 1964 he ob-
tained his MBBS from Agra Medical School. In
1970 he obtained his Diploma in Public Health
from the University of Calcutta and in 1983 he
specialized in  Occupational Health through the
Royal College of Physicians (London) and be-
came Member of the Faculty of Occupational
Medicine (MFOM).

A Devoted and Zealous Medical Practitioner

After his studies he worked as doctor in
the Ministry of Health with much zeal and devo-
tion but driven by the rich Vedic culture inherited
from his father, he resolved to start social and
religious activities as from a young age. In 1985
he stood as candidate in the Triennial election of
the Arya Sabha and was elected to join the Man-
aging Committee. Ever since he has served the
Arya Sabha as President and Vice President
and Chairman of different sub-committees for
years and finally as the Honorary President of
the Sabha till his last days.

Generosity and Human Touch
Dr R. Neewoor was a very good leader

full of humility, discernment and a remarkable
human approach. Due to his impressive per-
sonality he always commanded respect not
only among the Arya Samajists but among all
socio-cultural organizations in the country. Fur-
ther, he was ever ready to help anybody who
approached him, that is why he was praised for
his generosity and human touch.

Regarding the Sangram Sewa Sadan,
Dr R. Neewoor was among the initiators to set
up a detoxication/rehabilitation centre at St
Paul. He was Chairman of the committee since
its inception and helped thousands of people to
come out of this scourge and accompanied
them to lead a healthy life anew.

Another remarkable work was the con-
struction and setting up of the DAV college
Morcellement, St. André. He provided support
since the start of the project and remained its
Chairman till recent years. His efforts in main-
taining a good standard of the school cannot be
forgotten. He was also actively involved in the
activities of the Hindu Cadets team.

Contribution to Aryodaye

Dr R. Neewoor was a very good writer.
He has since long been writing for Aryodaye
and helping the management in drafting im-
portant correspondences. The members of the
managing committee and even the members of
the administration always had recourse to his
expertise. He was a mentor for all of us.

Further in his quest to serve the com-
munity he joined the political field and in 1991
contested the general election in the Constitu-
ency of Flacg/Bon Accueil and was elected as
Member of the Parliament for the constituency.
It was indeed a pride for the Arya Sabha to
have one of its members as a Honorable Mem-
ber of the Parliament. As MP, Dr R. Neewoor
was much praised for his good work at the
national level as well as in his constituency.

Dr Roodrasen Neewoor, with his multi-
faceted personality, had very rich and glorious
achievements to his credit. His devotion and
commitment to the cause of Arya Samaj was
indeed very outstanding. The Arya Sabha bows
low in respect to this great personality.

H. Ramdhony



