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The Myth of the Aryan Invasion of India

Article By David Frawley

(Conti. old education)
eanwhile, it was also pointed out that
in the middle of the second
millennium apparently occurred in

the Middle East, wherein Indo-European
peoples-the Hittites, Mittani and Kassites-
conquered and ruled Mesopotamia for some
centuries. An Aryan invasion of India would
have been another version of this same
movement of Indo-European peoples. On
top of this, excavators of the Indus Valley
culture, like Wheeler, thought they found
evidence of destruction of the culture by an
outside invasion confirming this.

The Vedic culture was thus said to be
that of primitive nomads who came out of
Central Asia with their horse-drawn chariots
and iron weapons and overthrew the cities
of the more advanced Indus Valley culture,
with their superior battle tactics. It was
pointed out that no horses, chariots or iron
were discovered in Indus Valley sites.

This was how the Aryan invasion theory
formed and has remained since then.
Though little has been discovered that
confirms this theory, there has been much
hesitancy to question it, much less to give t
up. Further excavations discovered horses
not only in the Indus Valley sites but also in
pre-Indus sites. The use of the horse has thus
been proven for the whole range of ancient
Indian history. Evidence of the wheel, and
an Indus seal showing a spoked wheel as
used in chariots, has also been found,
suggesting the usage of chariots. Moreover,
the whole idea of nomads with chariots has
been challenged. Chariots are not vehicles
of nomads. Their usage occurred only in

ancient urban cultures with much flat land,
of which the river plain of north India was
the most suitable. Chariots are totally
unsuitable for crossing mountains and
deserts, as the so-called Aryan invasion
required. That the Vedic culture used iron-
and must hence date later than the
introduction of iron around 1500 BC-
revolves around the meaning of the Vedic
term “ayas”, interpreted as iron. Ayas in the
Indo-European languages like Latin or
German usually means copper, bronze or
ore generally, not specially iron. There is no
reason to insist that in such earlier Vedic
times, ayas meant iron, particularly since
other metals are not mentioned in the Rig
Veda (except gold that is much more
commonly referred to than ayas) Moreover,
the Atharva Veda and Yajur Veda speak of
different colours of ayas (such as red and
black), showing that it was a generic term.
Hence it is clear that ayas generally meant
metal and not specifically iron.

Moreover, the enemies of the Vedic
people in the Rig Veda also use ayas, even
for making their cities, as do the Vedic
people themselves. Hence there is nothing
in Vedic literature to show that either the
Vedic vulture was an iron based culture or
that their enemies were not. The Rig Veda
describes its gods as “destroyers of cities”.
This was used also to regard the Vedic as a
primitive non-urban culture that destroys
cities and urban civilization. However, there
are also many verses in the Rig Veda that
speak of the Aryans as having cities of their
own and being protected by cities up to a

Hundred in Number. (Conti. to next education)
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