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'0O! Lord Varuna! Redeem us from the adverse impact of
sins, if any, committed by our forefathers. Similarly, par-
don us for the sins committed by our own bodies in this
birth and free us from the impact thereof. Just as one
avoids a thief who gives grass to stolen cattle for satis-
fying it, keep the noble away from sin in the same
way.“““O! Lord Varuna! Our own strength, even if not
originally inclined toward commission of sins, tends to
go astray when obstacles crop up in the path of progress.
Liquor,anger, temptation, gambling, ignorance, indiscre-
tion and indifference to duty- all these push one toward
committing of sins. Sometimes, the old influence the
young to do wrong things.Sleep and lethargy also make
one inclined toward falsehood and sinning. Let us be
alert about all these pitfalls.'

The Rig Veda 7.86.5&6
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'Making myself sinless, I bow down to Lord Varuna who
nourishes His devotees, protects them and fulfills their
legitimate aspirations. I serve the Supreme Lord as a faith-
ful servant. He inspires and guides the ignorant in the
right direction. He, particularly, prods the wise devotee
who prays to Him, toward great riches and prosperity.
This prayer in praise of Lord Varuna who confers the
wealth of food on His devotees, may yet remain the best
in our hearts. May this strike a harmonic chord in You.
May our well-being be rooted in auspiciousness. May
our gains from labour also be based on an auspicious
foundation. O! Lord Varuna! May You always protect us
with auspicious means of well-being.’

The Rig Veda 7-86-7&8
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