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THE VEDIC LIGHT 
RISHIS 

The supremacy of man among 

all beings takes its rise from his capacity 
of acquiring systematic and progressive 

knowledge; and the ultimate of that 

knowledge which is a realisation of truth 
that exists in and outside, is the all-

knowing god. We may know it only 
imperfectly, but the very fact that it exists 
implies that it should be known. Our 

advancing knowledge in the sphere in 
which we seek to know the truth, confirms 

that truth is there. When we affirm the 

existence of truth we indirectly also 

affirm the existence of the 

consciousness in which alone truth can 

exist. If we cannot know it wholly, some 

being with the power of comprehension 

superior to ours must know it. That being 
is the all-knowing god. It is from Him that 

we get our first prompting to and glimpses 

of truth. Our intuitive knowledge in yangic 

vision is derived from Him today, as was 
knowledge at the beginning of human 

creation received from him by the 
primeval Rishies or sears. Rishies saw 

the mantras. What are they? Vibrations 

and pulsations from the heart of the 

Eternal.ThaRishies (Agni, vayur, Aditya 
and Angira) received them at first hand; 

we talk and argue. They were men of 

direct knowledge, their souls being in tune 
with the vibrations of the world mind. 

In the printed books of the Vedas 

we find the names of certain Rishies 
printed with the hymns or the verses. 

Western scholars hold the view that they 

were the authors or composers of those 

mantras. There are also mantras which 

contain in the text such names as 
Vasishta, Jamadagni, Kanva, Atri, 

Bharadwaj, Gautma, Vishwamitra etc. 
How could then Veda be eternal and 
Divinely revealed? Inter alia they also 

attempted to re-inforce their view by 
pointing out names of some countries 

and their rulers extant in the Vedic 

ballads. Such detailed lists have been 

compiled by Keith and Macdovell in their 
Vedic Index of names and subjects. 

But these Rishies were seers 

(c-vt), not authors (4.mr). Those who 

saw-realised the true meaning and 
import of the Vedic text, were regarded 

as Rishies. They were so called, 
because they came to such realisation 

during the course of meditation where 

they were, as if, face to face with the 

Lord. 

Etymologically interpreted 

`India', from the root `A.D: ( ) means 
one possessed of the highest power and 

glory. 
Thus these Rishies are the 

genius among the people who gave us 

the expositions from time to time of the 

inner meanings of the revealed hymns. 

The reveals existed much prior to them. 
Of course, their elaborate expositions 

were not available to us. The Supreme 
Self is the creator of this vast 

phenomenal world, including our human 
complex, and simultaneously, from the 

same self, we have received the Sacred 

Word (the Veda) too. It was left to the 
ancient Rishies to work out the 

coherence and congruency between all 

that was given to us as revealed Word 

and the truths that lie hidden in the ever-

changing phenomenal universe. 

(Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji) 

To Dayananda the entire Veda is 
not the mystic enigma alone. The Vedas 

take us gradually from the so obvious 
simple truths to the depths of 

transcendental mystic realities. The Vedas 
are for our today and tomorrow, both. 

These Rishies picked up such 
names for christianing themselves from 

the Vedas because of their derivative 
meanings. It wasjust take the followers of 

a religion choosing from their scriptures 
or from a list selected names for their new-

borns, even as we witness today. 
It has already been explained that 

Sanskrit is known for its derivative 

interpretation of world. Thus interpreted 

they cease to refer to any particular person 

of place. For instance, the word 

Vishvamitra in the veda does not refer to 

any particular mythological king or rishi 

known by that name, but to any man who 

befriends all or is loved by all. Thus these 

substantives may be used as epithets for 
persons with corresponding attributes. 

Etymologically interpreted 'India' ,  
from the root 'Idi' (1-iz) means one 

possessed of the highest power and glory. 

All the ancient authorities in India 

and traditions have been acknowledging 
the revealed nature of the vadas. Manu. 

regarded as the supreme authority amongst 

the Rishies, delared that having taken out 

terms from the divine speech (Veda) 
names were ascribed to all objects and 

activities. The question of historical 

references in the Vedas cannot be solved 

by the internal evidence from the Vedas 

which are beyond the limitation of time and 
space. Accordinly, on the basis of one or 

two words, apparently referring to same 

person or place, no logical conclusion 

could be arrived at. 
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