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“It was in truth an epoch making date for India
when a Brahmin not only acknowledged that all
human beings have a right to know the vedas,
who had been previously prohibited by
orthodox Brahmans, but insisted that their
study and propaganda was the duty of every
Arya.” (Life of Ramakrishna by Roman Rolland page 59)
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You started with a blood stain L
But you went beyond pain -

Giving it your all, be it sun or rain
your effort has not gone in-vain

Scaling each and every height

There has been nothing beyond %
your sight / €Y
Going through intolerable

plight
You are the master in the true right

A friend, an idol and guide

With a heart that never lied
Making a billion forget every divide
Impossibility is something you have defied

Making a nation many a time proud
Each throat wants to speak your name
aloud

As the best, you have been crowned
But you have your feet rooted to the
ground

For all the selfless battles you have fought
And the billion smiles you have brought %
For the lessons you have taught -

All we can say is thanks a lot -
-Ashwin Karthik S.N, s
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Going past a roadside
temple we often bow our
head, often join our hands
s in a pose of
N NAMASKARA. We do it
so frequently that bowing our head in front of the
deity has just become one of our habit. Rather a
“Meaningless habit”.
When people are asked simple questions about
their habit of bowing head then there are a
handful who do this just because his/her parents
asked them to do so or just because other person
was doing so. We never think before acting. In a
modern world, where everyday a new
technology comes into existence, old values are
comingtoanend.
Without pointing towards any particular section
of the society many of the school-girls cover their
heads with scarf and give it a name of their
religion. But the question which flashes in front of
our eyesis thatjust by wearing a scarf on our head
or just by bowing your head in front of the deity
who are we trying to impress? Aren't we trying to
fool the one who created us?? We talk about our
beliefs, our faith, our religion, but do we practice
what we talk? The questions to self examine
oneself.
Humans have unlimited wants, everyday every
person on this earth prays to God in his/her
different manners atleast once a day. But whatdo
we pray about? “hey Bhagwan meri beti ki shaadi
ho jaye”, “oh Jesus have mercy on my boy”, ya
Allah mere marks achche aa jaye”. Man's never
ending greed. We have taken God for granted.
We are considering him an ATM machine that
would fulfill all our wishes one day or the other.
And with the billions of pending request our
creator might also face the problem of choice
where resources are limited while applicants are
uncountable. Ahh! Man a selfish creature.
Many fasts in the months of Navratras or in
Ramzans, but on observing I found that the truth
behind being on fast is that many people doitjust
to be in shape, just to maintain their figure. We
remember God in times of pain, to overcome the

RELIGION

- BELIEFS: A MERE SHOWPIECE?

burning heat. But there are very few who thank
him for their achievements because they know
that through their entire path to success he was
the one holding their hands.

Now what actually is religion? If merely bowing
head in front of the deity, wearing scarf's on
head or being on fast is considered to be one's
religion, then my friends a serious attention has
to be given on the issue. Is our religion, our
beliefs, our practice are none other than a
showpiece hung on the walls to beautify the
house? Merely by completing the rituals you
might be able to beautify the walls but you
would not be able to fill the house with the pure
fragrance unless you know the meaning behind
every single ritual and its need in today's world.
Religion is a mechanism which helps a person to

lead his/her life comfortably sprinkled with
values so that when a person looks behind
him/her he/she would never get something to
regret. Helping others, being obedient, caring,
kind, truthful, trustworthy are the few values
that are told to be followed through the Shloka's
in our holy book”Bhagvadgita”.

What would we pass to our next generation? All
materialistic or something idealistic too? A
writer through his/her pen can only put
questions in front of the readers while the
solution lies within us. Religion has nothing to
be shown in front of others it is something that
needs to be placed inside ourselves, deep
inside our hearts.

Vani Bansal (Classxm)
329, Sant Nagar, East Kailash

New delhi- 110065
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