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THE VEDIC LIGHT

INTERPRETATION OF THE VEDAS

In their writings on the Vedas
all Europeon scholars followed
Sayana, especially where his
interpretations seemed to be
derogatory to Vedic teachings. They
considered the great Indian sages-
Panini and Yaska-far inferior to their
own countrymen who had attained
some smattering in Sanskrit. In fact
they did not have the ability to
understand them.

Race Prejudice -
Circumstances have changed and
researchers have revolutionised
methods of Vedic interpretation, but
even our own scholars, nourished
and trained in the Western school of
thought still persist in the wrong and
damaging view about India’s heritage,
the Vedas; for, “they may change his
skin and the leopard his spots” but
the otherwise chamelionlike
Europeans must stick to these as they
politically suit them. In other words, it
is race prejudice, pure and simple,
that has prevailed upon them to persist
in their views about India. There was
a time when these views could be
excused as the tentative opinions of
ignorant people, called nesearchist.
But those daysare now past. Panini's
Ashtadhyayee and Yaska’'s Nirukta
with their commentaries have since
heen Wearthed. The commentaries
on the Vedas by Swami Dayanand
and some other Indian scholiasts like
Shri Aurobindo and others, are also
available. Many other auxiliary
treatises, ancient and modern, have
also come to light. In the face of all
these to persist in the old orthodox
methods of interpreting the Vedas
does not become a scholar.

These European scholars,
when they set down to write about
India, felt themselves to be judges
sent down from some region far away
from and high above the world of
humanity, and the Vedas and the
country of the Vedas to be criminals,
whose case they had to judge. They

never approached the temple of the
Vedas in an attitude of reverence and
awe, but with the feelings of a police
officer who sees crime everywhere.
Hence, as they willed so they saw.

Dayananda took wupon
himself the stupendous task of the
commentary of the Vedas, quite
independent from the traditional
commentaries of Sayana and the
like. The interpretation of the Vedas,
belong to three major categories : (1)
the historical or the natural
cosmologic history, (2) the ritualistic,
i.e., pertaining to Yajnas, and (3) the
spiritual or the mystic with deeper
inner meanings. The doyen of Vedic
commentators, Sayana, or, as a
matter of fact, any other scholiast of
that period, could not have been
inspired with their realism of
purposefulness of human life.
Therefore his interpretation,
howsoever masterly, fell short of
natural expectations. Sayana was
always obsessed by the ritualistic
formula and, therefore, sought
continually to force the sense of the
Vedas into that narrow mould. He
could not sufficiently, go beyond the
current interpretations. It is the
ritualistic interpretation that is the
persistent note in which all others
loose themselves. For Sayana the
hymns of the Vedas were
fundamentally and principally
concerned with the Karmakanda. He
always laboured in the light of this
idea.

Himself a great Sanskrit
scholar, Dayanand handled his
material with special care. Especially
creative was his ingenuity. He took as
basis a free use of the old Indian
philology. It was a remarkable attempt
at re-establishing the Vedas as a
forceful living scripture.

Every great interpreter of the
Vedic texts has taken from yask, the
great lexicongrapher
etymologist, and from Panini’s

and

(Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji)

Ashtadhyayee, as well as Patanjali's
Mahabhashya. The great sage Yaska
compiled one of the oldest lexicons
of the Vedic terms, known as the
Nighantu and his own commentary
thereon, called Nirukta. But no
academic knowledge of our rigorous
scholarly disciplines can be a
substitute of inspiration and personal
experiences of a highly elevated soul.
We have been fortunate in this
respect that sages of the eminence
of Panini and his commentator,
Patanjali and the like were, not only
academicians, but were also inspired
seers of deep experiences and so
were the authors of the six systems
of philosophy.

Dayananda, through his
commentary, added one more
category to the alteady established
categories of Vedic interpretation. To
Dayananda, the Vedas constitute the
living force, both mundane and
spiritual. His is the dynamic and
realistic philosophy of life. Compatible
with this concept, he gets inspiration
form the Vedas for all the disciplines
of life. To him. life is real and
purposeful and the prosperity in
mundane life is a step for
advancement towards the attainment
of spiritual life.

There has been a great
contribution of the people of ritualistic
period in that they preserved the Vedic
texts with care, but on the contrary
the greatest disservice they did, was
that they observed the natural
meanings of the Vedic texts. The
mantras were held in high esteem by
them but the real meanings were lost
to them and, therefore, for the last so
many centuries, the Vedas ceased to
have any dynamic impact on their life
of an individual or on society. Thanks
to the insight and inspiration at the
close of the nineteenth century,
followed by the spiritual experiences
of another savant of the present
century, shri Aurobindo, there has
been a complete metamorphosis of
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our thinking and evaluation of the
Vedic tests. The greatest contribution
of these two great sons of the soil has
been the emancipation of the vedic
interpretations from the tragic hands
of the ritualistic scholiasts of the
medieval period.

Maxmuller and other scholars
of the west labored hard on the Vedic
texts, not only as pure academicians,
but they were also sure that could
show to the Indian people how
meaningless and debasing the
concept of their own Vedic scholiasts
was, so that their future generation
more enlightened on account of the
advanced science and philosophy,
would refuse to accept the Vedas and
Vedic philosophy and theology as
their solace.

Prof. Maxmuller had the
audacity to write to his wife in 1886-
“I hope, | shall finish that work
(translating the Rigveda). It (Veda) is
the root of their religion and to show
them what the roots is, | feel sure, is
the only way of uprooting all that has
sprung up during last three thousand
years.”

And on 16" December, 1868
he wrote to the Duke of Orgoil, the

Testament. After that | should place
the Koran, which in its moral
teachings, hardly more than a later
edition of the New Testament. Then
would follow... the Old Testament,
the Buddhist Trepitaka....The Veda
and the Avesta.’

Weber, another supposedly
top-notch western indologist did his
best to prove that Krishna was the
corrupt form of the word Christ and
that Gita and Mahabharata were
inspired by Christianity. (History of
Sanskrit Literature, 1914" page
184)

Shri Aurcbindo declared : “If
certain hymns of the Vedas seem
to us incoherent, it is because we
do not understand them. Once the
clue is found, we discover that they
are perfect wholes as admirable in
the structure of their thoughts as in
their language and their rhythems.”
(Aurobindo, Vol. X, p. 16) And the
clue has been provided by yaska,
followed by Dayananda.

Being in a derivative and
fluid language, the Veda is capable
of multiple interpretation. Thus a
term like Tt may mean cow or earth,

or speech and soon. Interspace has
been given sixteen synonyems in
Nighantu including words like 319:
(which may also mean water; gt also
meaning earth and ®9& (Which may
also mean sea). The word 9aa means
mountain, but also cloud. The Veda
contains terms nearest to their
etymology, and in that sense, the word
like rkr means father and also son.
Multiplicity of interpretations is also dus
to the universality of concepts.

Then, we have another type of
multiplicity which arises out of the
analogies or parallelisms. This gives
birth to the well-known ‘adhibhuta’
(3rfuyd), ‘adhideva’ (afuda), and
‘adhyatma’ (3mered) concept. One and
the same text can, therefore, be
interpreted in a parallel way in all the
three realims- physic- chemical-
biological and psychological.
Dayananda’'s interpretation of ths
hymns is governed by the idea that the
Vedas are a plenary revelation of
religious, ethical and scientific truths.
By a proper understanding of the sense
of the Vedas, we could arrive at all the
scientific truths which have been
discovered by modern research.

then Secretary of State for India -

“The ancient religion of India
is doomed, Now if Charistianity does
not step in, whose fault will it be?”

About the same time Mr.
Pussey, a friend of Maxmuller wrote
to him —

“Our work will form a new era
in the efforts for the conversion of
India to Christianity.”

His evangelical ardour,
prejudiced bent of mind and the
ulterior motive that prompted him to
write about the Vedas are clearly
visible in the following excerps from
his writings —

1. “Large numbers of Vedic
hymns are childish in the extreme,
tedious, low and common place.”
(Chips from a German Workshop)
And in letter to his son he wrote —

“would you say that any one
sacred book is superior to all others
in the world?7....... | say- the New

"GAYATRI

The most powerful hymn in the world
Dr. Howard Steingeril, an American scientist, collected Mantras,
Hymns and invocations from all over the world and tested their strength in

his physiologh laboratory...

Hindus' Gayatri Mantra produced 110,000 sound waves per second.
This was the highest and was found to be the most powerful hymn

MANTRA"

in the world.Through the combination of sound or sound waves of a particular
frequency, this Mantra is claimed to be capable of developing specific spritual
potentialities. The Hamburg university initiated research into the efficacy of
the Gayatri Mantra both on the mental and physical plan of CREATION...

The GAYATRI MANTRA is broadcasted daily for 15 minutes from 7
P.M. onwards over Radio Paramaribo, Surinam, South America for the past
two years, and in Amsterdam, Holland for the last six months.

"Om Bhoor Bhuwah Swah, Tat Savitur Varenyam,
Bhargo Devasya Sheemahi, Dhiyo Yo Nah Pra-chodayaat!"

“It's meaning:

God is dear to me like my own breath, He is the dispeller of my
pains, and giver of happiness.

| meditate on the supremely adorable Light of the Divine Creator,
that it may inspire my thought and understanding."
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