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ITEM NO.33 
	

COURT NO.10 	 SECTION XIIA 

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

I.A. NO.1 in & 
Petition(s) for Specia! Y eave to Appeal (Civil) 	/2013 

CC 19015/2013 

(From the judgement and order dated 12/09/2012 in WP No.16658/2009, of 
THE HIGH COURT OF A.P AT HYDERABAD) 

ARYA PRATINIDHI SABHA 
	

Petitioner(s) 
VERSUS 

GOVT. OF A.P & ORS 
	

Respondent(s) 

(With appin(s) for permission to file SLP and office report) 
Date: 19/11/2013 

This Petition and I.A. were called on for hearing today. 

CORAM : 
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE CHANDRAMAULI KR. PRASAD 

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH 

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Rajesh Tyagi, Adv. 
Mr. Atishi Dipankar,Adv. (Not Present) 

For Respondent(s) 
UPON hearing counsel the Court made the following 

ORDER 

I.A. No.1 of 2013 for permission to file the special leave petition is allowed. 
Delay condoned. 

Issue notice. 
Till the next date of hearing, the direction contained in the impugned 

judgment shall remain stayed. 

(Sanjay Kumar) 
	

(Suresh Kumar Varma) 
Court Master 
	

Court Master 

Arya Jeevan 
	

CD 	 Date: 27-11-2013 
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THE SPIRITUAL GENIUS OF 
SWAMI DAYANAND 

I feel honoured in being 
called upon to address this gath-
ering, meant to renew the rever-
ential memories of Maharshi 
Dayanand and to revive the Arva 
Samaj movement. On this occa-
sion t share a great conviction as 
well as a deep concern. 

First, conviction. I am con-
vinced that in MaliarshiDayanand 
we had a rare spiritual. genius who 
vision and mission represented an 
unprecedented spiritual stirring in 
the Indian context. tam equally 
convinced that reviving the 
splrimar essence of this movement 
is the imperative of the moment 
for those whos care for the Arya 
Samaj at all. The Arya Salmi, in 
its authentic version, is an effec-
tive antidote to the spiritual de-
cay and directionlessness that we 
see around us in the farm of com-
munalism, casteism, and religious 
obscurantism, all of which 
blacken the face of India and suf-
focate her true greatness. 

Second. concern. My con-
cern in this context is born out of 
my conviction as stated above. 
Sadly, the Arya Samaj, over the 
last century/has drifted away from 
its spiritual wellsprings. It seems 
to have squandered its uniqueness 
and lost its zealous sense of mis-
sion. This unique movement ap-
pears to have been overtaken by 
those very forces it was meant to 
fight and eradicate from the spiri-
tual geography of India. Let us 
Arya Jeevan 

consider only three pointers in this 
regard. The prime spiritual 
agenda of the movement—
namely. to rid the Indian society 
of caste and superstition and to 
increase the stock of its nobility—
is all but forgotten. The intellec-
tual and cultural vitality that it 
awakened in our society seems to 
be no longer the forte of the 
movement. Several of the out-
standing Hindu leaders and think-
ers that I come across are, sadly, 
ex-Araya Samajis. The Samaj did 
a great service to our country in 
the past by catalyzing an intellec-
tual and spiritual effervescence in 
the stagnant pool of Indian religi-
osity. One wonders if this is still 
the case. 

The third is even more im-
portant than the first two, and 
might well be the source of both. 
And that is the noticeable escap-
ist character that seems to have 
enslaved the Arya Samaj move-
ment at the present time. To see 
this state of affairs in the right per-
spective, we need to reckon the 
difference between mere religios-
ity and true spirituality. Religios-
ity, at all times/ is vulnerable to es-
capism. It is driven, by and large, 
by sanctified selfishness that re-
mains over-eager to keep God 
well-humoured with the twin in-
tension of maximizing divine 
favour and minimizing divine dis-
pleasure. Such religiosity is essen-
tially mercenary and transactional, 

Rev, Valson Thampu 
driven by calculations of profit 
and loss. It is not marked by an 
eagerness to engage the world of 
realities in order to make spiritual 
values prevail in society. Spiritu-
ality is the exact opposite of this. 
It is an engagement with the reali-
ties of the given context, shaped 
by something higher than personal 
or mercenary interests. That is 
why universal values like love, 
compassion, truth and justice are 
basic to spirituality, whereas in the 
context of mere religiosity, we 
may pay only lip-service to them, 
if at all. 

If Swami Dayanand were 
only one among the many religious 
leaders that this country pro-
duced, he would not have been a 
reformer and social activist. He 
would not have been, without a 
doubt, the spiritual giant he 
proved to be.Why do 1 consider 
Dayanand to be a spiritual genius? 
First of all, he 'represented the tri-
umph of reason in religion. Con-
trary to popular assumption, rea-
son is the light of true religion. Only 
those who are spiritually illiterate 
see reason and faith as opposites. 
They are, instead, the two horses 
that pull the chariot of spirituality. 
Faith intuits and accesses truths 
and insights that belong to the 
realm of revelation. But the har-
vest of revelation has to be di-
gested in the stomach of reason. 
What is not reasonable should 
have no place in the repertoire of 
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religion. 

If this is not insisted on. reli-
gion will regress qtlickly into blind 
faith, superstition and obscu-
rantism 

Maharshi Dayanand is a 
role model for all those who take 
their religions seriously. How 
many young, religious men might 
have seen rats eating the food of-
fered to idols at night 

before Dayanand! Why did 
none of them have the courage or 
freedom of the spirit to read and 
pursue its meaning to its logical 
conclusion? Very likely, they were 
blinded by their orthodox religious 
conditioning and were disabled 
from thinking rationally. Spiritual-
ity gives us courage, as it did to 
Dayanand, to break out of the 
prison of blind faith and to exer-
cise the God-given capacity for 
reasoning and analysis, which is 
the secret of our inner freedom. 
If this spiritual duty is not fully ex-
ercised, we shall be a party to 
turning religion into an instrument 
of exploitation rather than an 
agent of liberation and empow-
erment. 

Secondly, every genuine 
spiritual leader has also been a 
religious reformer. In the sphere 
of religion there are two types of 
leaders. We are mostly familiar 
with religious leaders as the cus-
todians of orthodoxy and status 
quo. Their agenda is to support 
and legitimize—overtly or co-
vertly—the existing power struc-
tures, from which they benefit, 
one way or another. They don't 
have much use for rational think-
ing, and are often indifferent to 

Arya Jeevan 

munal counterpart. While the 
spiritual leader is keen to reform 
and revitali7p, his own religious tra-
dition, his communal counterpart 
is keen to revile and reform all 
other religions. He is driven by the 
misconception that merely by 
showing all other religions down 
and by stigmatizing their follow-
ers, he does a great service to his 
own religion. Of course, a spiri-
tual leader is not obliged to re-
main blind to what is rotten in other 
religions. which Maharshi 
Dayanand was not. But his con-
cern, first and foremost, is to re-
form his own religion, which 
Dayanand did with a fierce sense 
of purpose. 

At this point we must make 
a distinction that is crucial to un-
derstanding the significance of 
Dayanand's spiritual mission. His 
greatest contribution to the world 
of spirituality was not that re-
formed Hinduism. It was that he 
was a clarion call to reform the 

idea of religion itself. It was 
this, and not his !-rostility to other 
religions, that made Dayenand 
criticize all of them. From an ideal 
standpoint, all religions fall short 
of their . 1 :piritual norms and 
goals. So there is a need for be-
lievers in every religion to be criti-
cally vigilant about the way their 
religions are understood and prac-
tised. This capacity for self-criti-
cism proves the health and ro-
bustness of a religion. 

Intolerance to responsible 
criticism, on the other hand, is a 
pointer to the decay that has set 
into that religion. The spiritual dis-
cipline that Dayanand has 

19 	 Date: 27-11-2013 

kaiues like truth, justice and com-
passion. They are so keen to pro-
tect, preserve and glorify the 
Mechanism of religion that they 
become blind to the meaning of 
religion. They mistake the 

t.cligiotts establishment for 
God. Mercifully, there is another 
type of leadership, even if this is 
rarer than the first. To them, reli-
gion is a call to know and honour 
God. They experience God as 
values: values like universal broth-
erhood, truth, love, compassion 
and justice. Their prime agenda is 
not to turn God into a milk cow 
for material gairis but to exalt God 
as an invitation for celebrating the 
best of our humanity, at the indi-
vidual and social levels. This 
makes them particularly con-
cerned about the progressive de-
cay in the spiritual core of their 
religious tradition, which happens 
in every religion. In its march 
through history, every religion suf-
fers a gradual alienation from its 
spiritual core. Over a period of 
time, a religion becomes a con-
tradiction of its spirituality. 
Maharshi Dayanand was particu-
larly appalled by the gulf between 
the 

Vaidic vision and popular 
Hinduism. So he arrived on the 
scene with the spiritual battle cry. 
`Back to the Vedas'. Even if he 
had done nothing else, this initia-
tive by itself would have estab-
lished his credentials as a man 
with an authentic spiritual mission. 

The penchant for religious 
reform has two contrary expres-
sions. We must distinguish the 
spiritual expression from its corn- 
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evolved —to doubt, to debate 
and, if need be, to dissent— is 
worthy of universal acceptance. 
As a rule, communal elements are 
incapable of self criticism and, 
precisely for that reason, are trig-
ger–happy in criticizing others. 
From a spiritual point of view, 
though the capacity for self criti-
cism in what comprises the au-
thority one has to criticize otiit-: 
religions as well. "First remove," 
Jesus said, the "beam in your 
own eye; then you shall see clearly 
the mote in your brother's eye". 
Spirituality does not desist from 
judging others, but makes sure 
that judgments are based on truth 
and not on prejudice, ignorance 
and ill-will. 

A third aspect of the spiritu-
ality of a true religious leader is 
the keenness to liberate and em-
power the victims of a society. To 
Dayanand, spirituality was an 
agenda of human liberation. And 
it is in this respect that he found 
caste-ridden Hinduism woefully 
wanting. To him there was an in-
nate connection between idol-
worship and casteism, which we 
shall consider presently. 

Dayanand's spiritual mission 
was inspired by a unique convic-
tion about the incomparable 
worth of every human being as a 
child of Go. It was this that pro-
voked his righteous indignation 
against caste oppression, sati, and 
the destitution of Hindu widows. 
He realized at once that caste, 
which condemned millions on the 
basis of their birth, was the dark-
est blot on the Vaidic faith. To him, 
all human beings are equal by 

birth. Everyone is born a shudra 
and it is the right and duty of ev-
ery human being to grow out of 
this state of spiritual under-
developmeht. Though born 
shudrds, none of us is meant to 
stay in the shudra-state; we are 
required to evolve towards nobil-
ity. The business of religion is to 
help people in their pilgrimage 
from their shudra plight to their 
arya (or noble) destiny. This is the 
saga of spirituality and nothing 
that dodges or denies this funda-
mental human need, or spiritual 
thirst, should be tolerated in the 
sphere of religion. 

Dayanad established a 
metaphysical connection between 
idol-worship and castesim.while 
granting full ontological autonomy 
and reality to matter, he asserted 
vigorously that even so god could 
not be embodied in matter or con-
fined to its limits, wish to offer a 
social extension to this argument. 
The problem with idol-worship is, 
what I call, the illusion of confine-
ment' . It creates the illusion that 
God's presence is confined to the 
sancturary or premises of a place 
of worship. Strangely, not many 
people wake up to the blatant 
contradiction between this and the 
key spiritual insight that God, be-
ing the Creator, cannot be so con-
fined. He is omnipresent and om-
niscient. He encounters human 
beings in the boardroom, bed-
room and labour room alike. The 
pragmatic arguments advanced in 
support of idol-worship apart, the 
net result of idol worship is a com-
partmentalized worldview and so-
cial order, God and all positive  

values are confined to places of 
worship and society is claimed by 
man arid turned into a moral 
jungle. it would seem, as though, 
we arahappy to build temples, 
mosques and churches, so that 
God can be excluded from soci-
ety and we can claim the earth as 
our freehold. This is the connec-
tion between idol-worship and 
endemic social injustice. 

We have the noblest of no-
tions and ideals about human na-
ture and destiny, but our track 
record has nothing to show for it. 
Take just one example, that of the 
plight of women-especially wid-
ows-in our society. In its pan-
theon and scripture, Hinduism 
idealizes women, but the social 
plight of women is a different thing 
altogether. Small wonder, Swami 
Dayanand emphasized the need 
to educate girls and to allow wid-
ows to re-marry. 

It is a great pity that the cm-
cial spiritual agenda of social lib-
eration launched 'by Maharshi 
Dayanand has fallen by the way-
side. Had his followers in the de-
cades that followed remained true 
and faithful to this mission, we 
would have been living in a dif-
ferent and nobler society today, 
Over the last six decades of our 
nationhood. evils like raste, com-
munalism and the oppressionof 
women have only increased 
quantitatively. Surprisingly, the 
Arya Samaj is barring rare excep-
tions like Swami Agnivesh - stand 
by and watch this choreography 
of corruption. At times, its com-
munal fringe aids and abets the 
agents of obscurantism and intol- 
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erant fundamentalism. One gets 
the impression that the Araya 
Samaj is no longer in a liberative 
and transformative engagement 
with the Indian context. The time 
has come to wonder if the Arya 
Samaj is now a movement or if it 
has become, for all practical 

purposes, a monument. 
Monument, incidentally, signifies 
the death of a movement. It is, at 
best, a mummified finger that 
points to a movement that was! 

Beyond any doubt, the Arya 
Samaj movement today stands at 
the crossroads. From here it can 
sink into further irrelevance or 
take the path of renewal and re-
engagement. Ironically, one of the 
practical problems of the Samaj 
is its material wealth. It is saddled 
with substantial landed property 
and institutional assets. This, in it-
self, need not be a problem. But 
what turns this into a virtual curse 
is the absence of a mission com-
mensurate with the resources 
available. In this state, accumu-
lated material resources sharpen 
the covetousness of those who 
carry the label of the movement 
but are spiritually alienated from 
it. It is this that has plunged the 
Samaj into self-defeating litigation 
and political polarization. As a 
rule, wealth in the absence of a 
clear' sense of mission, becomes 
an end in itself. Material re-
sources. which are meant to serve 
a cause, become God. This acti-
vates limitless and predatory cov-
etousness. 

The type of leaders a move-
ment either attracts or produces 
is a significant pointer to the real 

Arya Jeevan 

for evolving a noble society in Ind 
that sense, it is not a religion but a 
move' that has a global relevance. 
And the stag now ready for it to 
play its rightful role a global level. 
But to do that, the Samaj hg un-
dergo a process of earnest self-
evalug and spiritual renewallt has 
to capture the of Dayanand. 
Dayanand shoxild not be to into 
an idol. He is not the goal. He was 
the to crying in the wilderness, 
calling the peop renewal and re-
generation. He was not be) the 
limitations ofhis times. But it needs 
1 said to his credit that he tried to 
rise al them to the extent he could. 

The challenge he has given 
to his folioi is to engage the given 
context trial perspective of spiri-
tual rationality. It is ton the love, 
compassion, truth and justice of 
prevail within the sinews and tis-
sues of collective existence and to 
bring all fora oppression and ex-
ploitation, especially tl practised 
under the alibi of religion, to an ei 

Maharshi Dayanand is a 
unive invitation to turn religion into 
an instrumer liberation and social 
uplift. He mandate ruthless war on 
the forces of oppression the agents 
of obscurantism that legitli op-
pression. The Arya Samaj is a 
mover mandated to celebrate the 
nobility of human species. based 
on an enlightened in God as the 
source of all reality and guiding 
light of nue humanity. Its relevance 
to our national scenario is a glar-
ing reality. How far its 
presentOday custodians realize 
this and have the courage to ad-
dress this, only time will tell. 

Principal, St. Setephen's 
college, Delhi. 
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plight of that movement When it 
is healthyand dynamic, its leaders 
tend to be idealistic and vision-
ary. But when it is sick, it attracts 
mercenary and ruthless opportun-
ists, utterly unscrupulous in the 
pursuit of their vested interests. 

From this arises the second 
major problem that the Samaj 
faces: the spirit of compromise, 
which kills its sense of mission. 
Covetousness perforce breeds a 
spirit of compromise. It has no use 
for any idealistic or theological 
consistency. In covetousness, 
personal profit is the sole moti-
vating factor and whatever serves 
this purpose is welcome. It is this 
that explains the proximity of a 
section of Arya Samjis to the 
Sangh Parivar, which became ex-
plicit during the tenure of the BJP-
led NDA.Compromise of this 
kind is poison to the spirit of a 
movement. Unless it is contained 
and eradicated, it leads to the sure 
death of that movement. The 
Samaj now stands in urgent need 
to shake off the shackles of com-
promise and to assume the wings 
of commitment. Commitment was 
the magic of the Maharshi's per-
sonality and charisma. Often. 
while attending the public func-
tions of the Arya Samaj I get the 
feeling that it is not heading any-
where in particular. Functions 
showcase the importance of lead-
ers and an endless ritual of gar-
landing the big-wigs jostles the 
agenda almost out of sight! 

The third problem facing the 
Samaj is the !oss of its spirit and 
original vision. The Arya Samaj is 
a comprehensive soda-spit vision 
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