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VEDIC PRAGMATISM

THE CONCEPT OF VEDIC MATERIOSPIRITUALISM

At present, people
misunderstand the word
‘spiritualism’. It is generally
thought that India is out and out a
spiritual country and its culture is
purely SPIRITUAL to the
exclusion of Materialism. This
idea has to be revolutionized
because Vedic Culture is a
combination of both cultures
Spiritualism and Materialism.
Hence | would like to call Vedic
Culture as Materio spiritualism. |
wish you to convey this idea to the
world. Your message to the world
should be that pure spiritualism
divorced from Materialism is
negative life and pure Materialism
divorced from spiritualism is
positive death.

With this preamble |
proceed further in my Thesis:-

Looking for into historical
perspective in Europe, we find
that the Church of Rome
dominated the entire hemisphere
there. Christianity as expounded
by the church reigned supreme.
Reason was at a discount.
Thinking was channelized, Martin
Luther was the first man who
rebelled against the dominance of
the pope and ushered in an era of
Reformation in the form of a
Revolutionary Thought. Though
Reason was installed on the
pedestal of human thinking, and
man was slowly inching out into
the realm of freedom of thought,
yet the conflict between Religion
and Science, dogmatism and free

thinking continued. On the other
hand, divided as the Church was
in the form of Roman Catholics
and Protestants, they were one as
regards their conflict with Science
was concerned. The birth of
Protestantism, though having
seeds of Freedom of thought, did
not reconcile itself with Scientific
Concepts which the movements of
reformation had naturally given
birth to. Both Roman Catholics
and Protestants, though fighting
among themselves, were at
daggers drawn against science.
Galileo and Bruno to whom the
world is indebted for their scientific
and revolutionary discoveries
were put in jail and the latter was
burnt alive at stake for proclaiming
his heliocentric theory. Thus is
what happened in the west. The
impending Revolution in thought
in the form of Science was
suppressed.

But the history of India tells
a different tale. Here Science
developed side by side with
Religion. Materialism which is the
product of Science, has been
treated as the handmaid of
Spiritualism which is the product
of Religion. As related in the
Upanishad, Narad, a spiritual
disciple, approached Maharishi
Sanat kumar, a spiritual saint, with
an humble submission that
though he had qualified himself in
all the sciences worth the name,
yet he found with in himself a void.
He felt that having learnt

Dr. Satyavrata Siddhantalankar
R 2

everything that material
knowledge could impart he had
gained nothing for the satisfaction
or his soul. We are told by the
Rishi of Kath Upanishad that
Nachiketa was offered all the
material wealth, but he rejected it
all saying that treating on that path
one develops craving for more
and more. In the pursuit of material
things of the world there is no
terminus.

But this does not mean that
the Vedic view of life total
neglected the material side of life.
The world of matter and the
physical body were accepted as
inescapable realities. The world
of matter that we see, and the
Physical body that we inhabit are
solid facts. We can neither ignore
the material world nor can we
neglect the physical body. These
are two separate and
independence entities and no
lence violence; have to be
accepted irrespective of the facts
whether we are atheist, agonistics
or otherwise. Motion in matter
without presuming some power
which by itself is not matter without
presuming some power which by
itself is not matter but is the cause
of motion in matter and living body
without presuming some power
which by itself is not the body but
is the cause of life in the body is
inconceivable. That power sets
movements in matter and life in
the body we respectively call God
and spirit and atheist or an
agnostic may pride to call it by any
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other name , but the facts remains
that moving matter and living
body presuppose some power
which is not matter and not body
but runs into both the Matter and
the body otherwisé how can
matter move matter and how can
body live without the life giver.

The Vedic concept of life
was not one sided. It was not
unadulterated Spiritualism which
treated matter as a myth, nor was
it unadulterated Materialism
which treated spirit as a
superstition. It would be correct to
call it By no ‘ISM’ and if anything,
it may be called Pragmatism or
Realism. After all, all the material
objects are there to be enjoyed or
made use of not by matter itself,
but by living beings who possess
LIFE. Hence, it follows, that
material objectives are there as
means, as instrument for us to
make use of. They are not and
could not be ends in themselves.
This idea has been beautifully
explained in the Upanishad
when Yajyavalkaya, after leading
a house hold life prepares
himself for Vanprashta Ashram
and offers all his wealth to his wife
- Maitreyee for her future
Maintenance. Maitreyee asked
her husband of what use this
property would be to her which he
himself was renouncing.
Yajyavalkaya replied it will be
only a means for physical
comfort; it will not give the eternal
bliss that human being is seeking
as the bonus of life.

The quintessence of Vedic
thought it is: Be the enjoyer, not

-the enjoyed: Be the master, not
“the slave: Be the subject not the

object: be in the world nct of the
world. This is possible by
following the teaching of the Gita.
Non attachment - Nishkama
karma - which means; Be in the
world and yet be out of the world
like a louts in water undrenched
by its contact. Gita (3-17) calls
such a being as an Atma rata,
Atma Tripta, Atma Tushta. Perfect
bliss lies in revelling in the sell;
in being filled by the self ;in being
satisfied by the self; in being
marged in the self. There is no
tension, no fear, no want, no
craving. This is the end towards
which we all move though halted
by diversions in between.

The whole scheme of
Vedic life was chalked out on this
principle. In Brachmacharya one
prepared one self to be fit to
enjoy the world; in Grihastha he
did enjoy the world to his hearts
content; in Vanprastha the

terminus was reached when he

became conscious by experience

of the ephemeral character of the
mundane attachment for life; and
lastly, came Sasnyas when he
detached himself off from the small
petty grooves in when he had been
moving all these days. He
detached himself from his family,
from his caste, from his caste, from
his society, and even from his
country. Renouncing all he became
of all. At this stage he became the
citizen of the world for whom every
man was his brother, every family
was his family, every society was
his society and every country was
his country. In this detachment
oriented attachment and expansion
of the Self he fulfilled the destiny
for which the human body is given
as a gift by the Almighty.

This is Materio Spiritual
Revolution that an individual, the
Society and the world at large
needs, otherwise it will, and is,
heading towards DESTRUCTION.
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