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THE VEDIC LIGHT

SUBJECT MATTER OF
THE VEDAS

All that can form the subject

of human mind can be traced to the
Vedas. Broadly speaking, the subject
matter of the Vedas falls into four
categories; thatis, they treat of four
classes of subjects : (i) Vijnana
(Mataphysics), (ii) Karma (action in
general), Upasana (communion with
god), (iv) Jnana in general. Of these,
the first vijnana, takes precedence
over others.
1; Vijnana or metaphysics
means realization of all things-from
the almighty God to the tiny blade of
grass. Indian philospophy and
metaphysical studies deal with this
subject. He, being the highest of all
entities, the Vedas chiefly treat of
Him.

All human energy has a
physical basis. The mistake made by
Europeon materialism is to suppose
the basis to be every thing and
confuse it with the source. The
source of life and energy is not
material but spiritual, while the basis,
the foundation on which they stand
and work, is physical. All infinite
energy (Prakriti — primordial matter)
pervades the phenomenal world and,
directed by God, forms itself into
various names and forms. The clog,
the plant, the insect, the animal are
in their physical existence merely
transformation of this energy. Man
may not realise the truth of this
fundamental reality as long as his
view is self-centred. But a time
comes when his eyes open to a new
sight and he sees revealed before
him a mystery which fills him with and
humility. We must realise that we are
more than animals. We are mental,
spiritual and social beings well. We
do not stand by ourselves, but form
part of a universal whole.

(Swami Vidyanand Sarswati ji)

The Vedas are the pristine
springs of Vedic metaphysics. They
are the earliest extant religious today
and form the cornerstone of all
schools of Indian philosophy. The
authority of the Vedas in respect of
matters stated therein is considered
direct and final. Since man is
imperfect, human deliverances,
however exalted they may be, can
hardly be accepted as final and
infallible. Therefore on questions
regarding transcendental facts, a
self-manifest inherently valid,
eternally existing and divinely
inspired Veda alone can be
considered infallible and conclusively
authoritative. The role of the revealed
scripture, transmitted from
beginninggless antiquity lies beyond
the sphere of perception and
inference. The continuous
unfoldment of the predominantly
religious and spiritual culture of India
for millenniums, governing the
thought and conduct of the entire
people and drawing them ever to the
realisation of the highest value of life
attests to the greatness and
penetrative influence of the Vedas.
2-Karma-means all sorts of actions
or activities, physical or mental, with
or without a desire for reward. The
Vedas teach all these and explain in
short all aspects or needs of human
conduct which may be helpful in
making human life cultured and
sublime. Celibacy, education, relation
between man and man, teacher and
taught, married life and social order,
discipline, governance of the country,
charity and benevolence, health
science of medicine, artificial rain
etc. — all have been dealt with in the
Vedas. The Vedas tell us about the
attainment of all the four objects of
life- (i) Dharma (righteousness), (ii)
Artha (wealth and prosperity), (iii)

Kama (fulfilment of desires) and (iv)
Moksha (Salvation).

3.Upasana — Communion with the
almighty father through the eight-fold
observance of yoga.

4.Jnana - According to the
Chhandogya Upanishad, Vedic study
comprises natural sciences,
physics, chemistry, science of
numbers, chronology, sciency of
logic, science of polity, grammar,
etymology, sciences cognate to the
Vedas (3zrim), botany, zoology,
anthropology, fine arts, science of
war, science of spirituality etc.
Wheeler Willox, an eminent
American scholar, admitting the
existence of sciences in the Vedas,
remarked, “We have all heard and
read about the ancient religion of
India. Itis the land of the great Vedas,
the most remarkable works,
containing, not only religious ideas
for a perfect life, but also facts which
all the sciences have since proved
true. Electrons, Radium, airships all
seem to be known to the seers who
found the Vedas.”

Copernicus (1473) and
Galilio (1564) established that the
earth is revolving and made their
theory known to the world. The fact
is clearly enunciated in the Yajurveda
40.1 where the universe is described
as Jagat. This refers to something
which is constantly moving. It was
referred to by Dayananda Sarasweti
and has since been elaborated in the
author’s Bhumika, Vol.ll, p. 403-2.

Newton has been hailed as
the formulator of the theory of the
gravitation of earth. This too was
established by Dayananda Saraswti
in 1875. This had been enunciated
by the author in his Bhumika
Bhaskara, Vol.ll p. 411-14

The principle of the circulation
of blood by the heart was first made
known in Europe in 1578. But the
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad told us
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thousands of years ago why the
heart is called ‘hridaya’ (gz@). It has
already been explained that Sanskrit
is a derivative language. Every word
itself speaks out its meaning. The
word in the B.U. has been explained
thus-hri (& which deaws the blood
from all parts of the body ( g to
dwaw). Da (zw) that which gives the
blood back after purifying it (mr &= to
give) ya (a) that which thus controls
the system.

Maxmuller admitted that
“there was a time when all mankind
lived under the same roof.” But
where, he could not identify.
Dayananda identified it and declared
in 1875 in his magnumopus, the
Satyartha Prakash that “Man was
first created in Trivishtapa, now
called Tibet.” The hypothesis of
Dayananda has only recently been
supported and confirmed by a team
of American scientists in a report
released by them in Beijing, eapital
of China, The report, published in the
Baroda edition of the Indian express
dated 16" February, 1995, says-

“Scientists have propounded
a new theory that human life
originated in Tibet. Human life may

have formed in Tibet after The
planets greatest intercontinental
collision. They have come out with a
hypothesis that all human life is
formed out of the uplift of the Tibetan
plateau when the Indian sub-
continent crashed into Asia may
millions of years ago.

The hypothesis has been
propounded by a team of international
geologists who went public last week
in a B.B.C. documentary shadding
new light on climate shifts and solar
radiation.”

Dayananda’s was the seer’s
eye which could see beyond the
horizon and Aurobindo was right
when he said that the Veda contains
many truths, which modern science
does not know. That human life
originated in Tibet was not known to
the world before February 1995, but
Dayananda knew itin 1875 when he
wrote the Satyarthaprakash.

The glory that is Veda

In the words of German
philosopher Schlegill-"The loftiest
European philosophy compared with
Oriental realism is like a feeble
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Promethean spark in the full flood of
a heavenly galaxy. Not only this, but
their marvelous intellectual genius
formed an avenue in drama, poetry,
science and medicine.”

Alfred Wallace, considered to
be a co-discoverer of the famous
theory of evolutions, a2longwith
Charles Darwin, observes in one of
his books-

“The wonderful collection of
hymns, known as the Vedas, is a
vast system of religious teachings,
as pure and lofty as those of the
finest portions of the Hebrew
scriptures. In it we find many of the
essential teachings of the most
advanced thinkers.”

“Back to the Vedas” was the
clarion call of Dayanand. What a
master glance of practical intuition it
was to go back to the very root of
Indian life and culture. And what an
act of grandiose intellectual courage
to hold upon this primeval scripture,
defaced by the oblivion of its spirit
and degraded by misunderstanding
to the level of an ancient document
of barbarism.
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