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Editorial-I1

Fewer degrees more education

Perhaps, not many from the present generation might know
that Matriculation, a school pass out examination after 10"
standard, is another gift of British Raj to us. How this
system came to India where Sanskritised teaching was
traditionally entrusted to 'acharyas' in Gurukuls has its
background. . By the middle of 19" century, British Empire
in its quest for global dominance had already taken control
of many countries including India, known as British
Colonies. With it came the severe manpower crunch for the
Colonial empire. It was just not possible for a small
European country to put Britishers for each and every job
related with administration and governance of these
Colonies. Therefore, British designed a system of
education for these colonies that aimed at producing a
workforce who were expected

to be obedient, loyal and

servile in approach to their

masters known as Lat sahibs or

Barrah sahibs in India at that

time.

While in our traditional
system focus was on religion,
philosophy and warfare, in the
British system focus was on
English language,
mathematics and science.
Though, many with extreme
jingoism continue to believe
that this was a calculated plan of Lord Macaulay to create a
class in India who might be Indian by skin but British in
their thinking. Well this all is debatable but the fact remains
that Matriculation came to be seen as the symbol of literacy
in India as it opened doors for 90% of the jobs meant for
non-British. Not only this, this system paved way for dalits
and women to experience the glow of education which they
were denied to in the Brahmanical Gurukul system at that
time, consequent to wrong interpretation of Hindu
scriputures by the Brahmin Sanskrit pundits. It is to the
credit of British that they showed no leeway when it came
to maintain standard of matriculation in India.

Such was the accomplishment of a matriculate pass at that
time that in most of the high schools matriculates worked
as teachers. Many would rise to the position of under
secretaries and deputy secretaries in the Government and |

5Qw many who even headed the private sector companies.

Their drafting and proficiency in English language could
leave even the MAs of present era rubbing their eyes in
disbelief. It was never an easy course best manifested by
the fact that our father of nation Mohan Das cleared this in
his second attempt.

But then after independence, one thing that became the
biggest causality was our national character. People at the
helm wouldn't mind indulging in sophistry and using short
cuts. To prop up the literacy figures, the standard of
matriculation was drastically lowered. The fall outs are
before us. Various surveys show that there are many
matriculates who can't write a simple application or do
simple addition. Not only this, the gap between the
standard of 10" and plus two is
so huge that even those who
clear 10" with 10 CGPA need
coaching to come up to the
expected level to compete in
entrance examination after 12"
standard.

I think that the one important

task before our HRD Minister

is to restore the glory of this

valuable gift of British to us.

Hon'ble Minister herself is a

. shining example of good

school product without

university degree to her name. Why should we expect poor

people to spend on degrees and coaching classes if many of

the things can be covered at the school level itself? In all

developed countries, it is the school education which

receives maximum attention and there are not many who

go for University education. During my job, when I spent

some time in Japan , [ was shocked to find that their school

pass outs had better engineering skills than our diploma
and degree holders.

As the motto of new government is 'less government and
more governance' likewise HRD ministry should work
on 'less degrees and more education' by upgrading our
school education. When we do this we will do great justice
to the vast population of the poor and deprived who can't
afford university education.
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Life is life with others

Atharva veda says “Life is life with others. Man can not live as an
individual. He is a social organism. God loves him only who loves other
beings and it includes cattle, birds and other creatures as well. Man's
glory lies in being a member of big family. On the one hand, man is bound
by blood kinship-his parents, his wife and children on the other, he is
linked with every individual of the society whether near or far. It is given
to man to link himself with those who constitute his ancestry, and also
think of those who could be his posterity. Man thus should live, work and

Albert Einstein
Only a life lived for others
is a life worthwhile
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From his 'Lost and Found' book
Neela Sood

: Recently during our travel from

.} Rajkot to Junagarh, at one of the

halts, we were joined by an elderly

. person Manohar Diwadkar. As

generally happens, initial

discussion centered on knowing

| about each other. My husband was

. doing all the talking while I'd time

and again give a smoldering look
for their
interfering with my sleep. But, when
he mentioned that he was busy
writing a book titled 'Lost and
Found', suddenly I felt jolted from
my reverie and now [ was a serious
listener. “Mr. Diwadkar, the title
looks very interesting. It has sent my

imagination vaulting.” I remarked to «
be a part of conversation. He also
looked keen to share and started
“Ma'am the title of the book will
leave nothing to imagination when
you get to know that for the best part
of my career before retirement, [ was

handling 'Lost and found' cases in the Police Department

which gave me an insight of human behaviour. Well, you

can call it my passion that I decided to pen it all down in a

book that throws light on the good and bad side of 'man'

based on such experiences, though I know that not many

will find it wise to lighten their wallet to buy it” His wit and

humour made the environment lively for discussion “ If

you feel comfortable then please narrate to us a few

L

=
%‘“\E{“‘“\?

experiences which motivated you to pen your memories”
my husband requested. “Sure, since the train will be
touching Junnagarh shortly I'm going to narrate one such
anecdote which unfolds both the good and bad side of a
man.” he replied.

Continuing he said: “This incident is of Kumbh fair at
Nasik. Having been separated from their only son, a
middle aged couple was weeping inconsolably in my
office. Just then a constable brought a twelve years old boy,
“Sir, he has been separated from his
parents but is acting funny. He looks
least interested in finding them. I
called out the couple in the adjoining
room. Mother in a fit of ecstasy, ran
to take the son in her embrace but the
boy showed indifference. Shocked at
his behaviour, I said to him in a
threatening tone, “We'd send you to
orphanage if you behave like this.”

“I don't mind. If my grandfather can
live in an old age home, I can also
stay in orphanage.” The boy retorted
undeterred.

Couple was ashamed and
crestfallen. Even before I said something, they rushed to
bring boy's grandfather from the old age home and that boy
went home only when next day his grandfather came to
receive him”

Our train chugged in to Junnagarh station. We were
convinced that this world has had both good and bad
persons at all times. But good with their conduct show the
right path to the bad ones.

Tel.-09217970381
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Positive side of traffic jams

Traffic jams may irritate you but they
give a lesson in patience. According to
one study, Indians are most impatient
lot with inborn propensity to jump
queues and overtake. God did its bit by
making our roads notorious for traffic
jams so that at least here we learn this
all important lesson ---patience is a
virtue.
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Inequality

Our inequality materializes our upper class, vulgarizes our middle class, brutalizes our lower
class and shames our ruling class. Equality and arbitrariness are sworn enemies; one belongs to a
rule of law in a republic, while the other , to the whims and caprice of an absolute monarch.

M/S AMMONIA SUPPLY COMPANY

(An ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
Joins “ VEDIC THOUGHTS” in its noble Pursuit of spreading 'Moral Values'

Prosperity
Prosperity, like a house, is a roof over man's head, affording him protection and
comfort. A roof presupposes a support, and a support necessitates a foundation.
The roof of prosperity, then, rests on following eight pillars which are cemented
in a foundation of moral consistency. These pillars are-energy, frugality,
integrity, system, empathy, sincerity, impartiality and self reliance. Business
built on these principles would be as firm and enduring as to be invincible.

SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Punjab
Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com
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Fruits of dreaming

It is said— “Take time to
dream, it will hitch your
wagon to a star.”

Just think, if our ancestors had
not dreamt of the comforts and
facilities like car, TV, light and
mobile etc., we enjoy today, we
still would have been in the
Stone Age

With dreaming comes
progress. The aviation
industry was born because
the Wright Brothers dreamt
of a world where humans
would fly like birds. Both
Edison and Einstein were
thrown out of their schools and
were labeled as hopeless
students by their teachers. But
both of them left a golden mark
on the history of science.
Simply because they chose to
dream differently. Managing
academic degrees and grabbing
effortless jobs like others was
not what they expected out of
their lives. Rather, their eyes
were brimmed with higher
visions. Someone has rightly
said—'Our eyes make the horizon.' Those who dream big
canachieve far more.

More recently, Bill Gates, again a school drop out, dreamt
of a world where every person is connected wireless
across the globe. With his imagination started the
revolution of the lap-top and supersonic computer
age.From the steam engine to generating solar power and
from sky scrapers to CT Scanners, modern conveniences
are all the incredible results of the man's ability to dream.
Given this unbelievable power in man's capacity to
dream, great wonders could be unfolded with this one
single weapon in his hands. Even so, seldom do ordinary
men indulge themselves in the wise use of their dreaming
powers.

d}"! - - 4 Loy

The reason why man's ability to
dream remains unexploited or
partially tapped is probably
due to the fact that as he grows
older he loses out on his natural
faculty of curiosity after falling
prey to life's nitty-gritty in the
mundane world. He goes about
the day with monotonous
movements of daily routine and
forgets dreaming. As man
grows, the inquisitive child in
him becomes dormant and he
lives like a zombie for much of
his adult life. This type of life is
not conducive to a vibrant
dreaming.

It is a fact that man can dream
only when his mind is free and
is wired to the surroundings
with a curious bent. In 1901, H
C Booth was sitting in arocking
chair on his front porch,
watching the sun set. Living in
the Midwest of America, he was
also watching the dust blow. As
he contemplated the scene, he
wondered, “What if we could
reverse the wind? Then instead of blowing dust, we could
pull dust.” Later that year, he invented the vacuum
cleaner.

'8

The full use of our imagination, therefore, needs to be
tapped. A thinker has put like this, “If you don't dream,
you live out of your potential.”

Charles Dickens in his book “Hard Times” has
beautifully portrayed the fact that fantasies help
children become better human beings. They can
empathise and handle real-life situations deftly.

In the musical South Pacific, there is a song called Happy
Talk which says— "Talk about things you'd like to do. If
you don't have dream, how you gonna have a dream come
true?' So, dream high, dream big.
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Importance of celibacy in
the life of an individual

Swami Chidananda

concept of celibacy in the life of an individual who goes
through the four stages of lifeln considering the role of
celibacy in spiritual life, it is important to remember that
in the context of Hindu society, the subject of
brahmacharya or celibacy or self-restraint does not
necessarily have any connection at all with spiritual life,
or sadhana — spiritual practices, or with Self-realisation
as such. It is not normally discussed or recommended
only with a view to promote spiritual
life. The situation is totally different
because of a certain uniqueness that
has come to be part and parcel of the
life of a Hindu in Indian-Hindu
society.

That uniqueness is that our ancients
have drawn up a certain social
structure and also a pattern of social
life for the individual. In ancient
India, a person's life was reckoned as
100 years, divided into four stages.
The first stage was the student stage,

earning a living and themselves turned their minds to
higher things. Here, again, brahmacharya was expected.
The lawgivers said: “Do you want to go on being just a
physical creature, bound down to physical
consciousness, all your life? Now, raise your
consciousness above its present identification with the
body and aspire to go higher!” So
Then during the fourth stage, one's entire life was to be
devoted to God and God alone. One
became a sanyasin, or monk, and
then, of course, celibacy was
automatically total. Therefore, the
concept of brahmacharya was part of
the Indian-Hindu social tradition. In
its narrowest, restricted sense,
brahmacharya meant complete
celibacy, but in its broader sense, as it
could be applied to the life of a
householder, it meant moderation
and not abusing the sex function, and

or brahmacharya stage, where young
people were expected to study hard,
build a good physique, cultivate a
noble character and in all ways,
prepare themselves for their adult
lives. During this first stage, they
were expected to observe strict
celibacy.

TP R WHl A< & Udh
R 3 S99 BT & @
Jgal df em A TEN
Iarar? @i off 9 — e
AR gy TEY AT | SI9 AT
ft g o R aRass 3R
§qd @ gRI &l d€ @D,
faRTer 8 ®x <le T g

strict fidelity to one's partner.

Man is a mixture of three ingredients:
first, an animal with all the physical
propensities and sense urges that one
shares in common with animals;
second, the rational, logical human
level; and third, the dormant
Divinity, the sleeping God within.

The second stage was the
householder stage, where exercise of
the sexual faculty was taken for
granted and recognised as a legitimate part of human
life. It was regarded as a fundamental, sacred duty of a
family to create progeny to form the next generation —
for the perpetuation of society and also of the species.
So, here there was no question of celibacy. On the other
hand, the exercise of sex was an indispensable duty for
the householder. Of course, its exercise was not meant to
be unbridled and unrestrained; otherwise, it would be
degrading. But it was given the full sanction of society
and was considered to be something sacred.

The third stage of life was the retired stage, when the
couple turned over to their children the burdens of

I8 & deuad &) i |

The whole of spiritual life is a
gradual elimination, eradication, of
the animal within, and the refinement
or purification and education of
human nature so that it stops its movement in all other
directions and starts taking on an ascending vertical
direction. Once human nature is given an upward turn,
one simultaneously starts awakening the sleeping
Divinity with the help of all one's

If one knows that the spiritual process, the spiritual life,
is the elimination of the animal, the refining and
directing upwards of the human, and the awakening and
unfoldment of the Divine, then all spiritual practices,
including brahmacharya, fall into their right place.
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A lesson from daughters
Bhartendu Sood

TWO things that 1 imbibed

from my father are frugal living

. and to be health conscious.

8% Bothproved to be very useful in

: my life. His concept of frugality

can be summed up in this one-

liner — ‘Don't send a telegram

if you can convey your message

by a post card. I grew up

practising these ideals. He

believed that frugality is the mother of all virtues. If you

are frugal, most likely you will not be dishonest. Once

you are upright and honest, you will have peace of mind

and when you have it, you will be healthy also, because
good health involves both physical and mental state.

Frugality had such a profound impact on me that I never
had more than four trousers at any time and when it came
to woollens, I continued to use the suit which I was
gifted at the time of my marriage till my body bulges
refused to accept that any more. But after the marriages
of my daughters, this time-tested practice started
coming under strain, thanks to their gift culture. They
started gifting me shirts, jackets and when I'd object,
their reply would be, “If you can't accept, then stop
giving to us.” My wife’s intervention that I should
respect their feelings would resolve the standoff, but it
would be in their favour. Otherwise also, in a family
which has only daughters, a male member can't be
argumentative for long. It is a taste of matriarchy in a
patriarchic India.

This time when my daughter got me a jacket from the
USA, I'said: “Enough is enough. Can’t you see my age?
Now [ am in the last leg and do not need so many clothes.
You may feel bad but there is lot of sense in what I am
saying”. She didn't like to argue, seeing me angry for a
change. Hardly a week had passed when I was

flummoxed to find my cupboard almost empty. I rushed
to my wife in a fit of shock. Before she could say
anything, both the daughters were there with a
mischievous smile playing on their faces, “Papa these
have reached the right place. We put all your garments in
abox and gave it to the needy. But, don't worry; we have
bought new garments for you.”

Still notrecovered from the shock, I was looking at them
helplessly. Now, it was the turn of the younger one.
“Papa, don’t worry, we know how sentimental you are
about the pullovers gifted to you by buaji. We have kept
them separately. Now don't think much. If everyone
starts living like you, how will our economy move? This
is the age of use and discard. The reject of one is the raw
material for the other. Please start adjusting to this. You
can still be frugal by having a few garments but the latest
ones.”

Wearing a new suit, to me every onlooker appeared to be
giving amessage, “Be a part of new India.”

Frugality is a virtue, acerbity not.

[

IR 3Bl BB He-l & AT UMFDT subscribe I &
T =1 address ©R g¥® B
ARAg, 44, 231 ddcy— 45-A, AVSITS.160047
0172.2662870, 9217970381, E mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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THE SECRET TO RELATIONSHIPS

When you want to attract a relationship, make sure your
thoughts, words, actions and surroundings don't contradict
your desires.

Your job is you. Unless you fill yourself up first, you have
nothing to give anybody.

Treat yourself with love and respect, and you will attract
people who show you love and respect.

4 lways remember, when you feel bad about yourself, you

block the love and instead you attract more people and
situations that will continue to make you feel bad about
you.

Focus on the qualities you like and the law of attraction
will show that you attract people with those qualities.

To make a relationship work, focus on what you appreciate
about the other person, and not your complains. When yo
focus on the strengths, you will get mote of them.
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636, 47041705, 27381489, Mumbai-23095120,, 9892904519, 25412033, 25334055, Banglore-22875216,
Hydrabad-24651472, 24751760, Kolkata-9339344231, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552, Indore-
982633800, Gurgaon-2332988, Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790, Yamunanagar-232063, Kanpur-2398775,
Nainital-235489, Mukerian-245113, Ujjain-2562140, Porbander-9825275198, Ajmer-2431084, Kota
7597306851, Jhansi-244163 , Saharanpur-09412131021
Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
RS GRAMNRREHAS B 2317 Ade 45-T TUEHE 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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40 years

in service I ] DIPLAST

| PLASTICSLIMITED |
AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com

QUALITY IS OUR STRENGTH
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DIPLAST

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870




