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Press Release 
In a most challenging and risky operation with utter 

non-cooperation from the local administration and the 
police, a special team of the Delhi based Bandhua Mukti 
Morcha (BMM) (Bonded Labourers Liberation Front) 
rescued 56 bonded labourers including 31 persons of 
under 18 years of age from one Chaudhary Brick Kiln at 
R. S. Pura Nawa shahar of Jammu on 27 August, 2014. 

At least 21 of those rescued are women and 
pathetically 27-year old Janti of Chattisgarh, was forced 
to make bricks by the owner despite her pleas that she 
was in the advance stage of pregnancy. Adding insult to 
the injury she was not taken to the hospital by the owner 
when she developed labour pain and had to deliver the 
baby in her but itself. Not only that she was forced to 
come back to work within a few days of delivery and 

there was no opportunity given to her to feed her new 
born boy baby. Her husband Jammulal had been a 
bonded labourer there for the last 25 years. 

The BMM, led by Swami Agnivesh, had been 
communicating by e-email and telephone to the 
Divisional Commissioner Shant Manu and Jammu 
Deputy Commissioner Ajit Sahu about the sufferings 
being undergone by the bonded labourers of Odisha, 
Uttar Pradesh and Chhattisgarh since third week of July. 

But there was no response from the 
local authorities due to the pressure 
mounted on them by the owners of the 
Brick Kiln. 

A boy called Santosh was bitten by 
a snake. He had to be admitted to the 
hospital. He was given only Rs.500 for 
treatment. 

Not only that there were utter 
flouting of labour laws and payment of 
minimum wages, the workers were 
made to toil from as early as 4 a.m. till 
late in the night. No proper food or 
water available to them. Pathetically 
they were forced to work without pay 

for three months. Their 
pleas or requests did not 
work and some of them were threatened 
to get beaten up if they dared to ask for 
payment, said 40-year old Pappu of U.P. 
who was working in the Kiln with his 
wife. 

The rescued persons, with the age 
ranging from 3 months to 50 years, 
belonged to Bilaspur, Jangir and Balodha 
Bazzar districts of Chattisgarh, Badhyun 
in Uttar Pradesh and Nayagarh district in 
Odisha. 

BMM Executive Director Nirmal 
Gorana, who led the special team to 
Jammu from Delhi to rescue the 
labourers, said he was threatened of 
facing arrest by Additional Deputy 

Commissioner Kalyan Singh of Jammu district. The 
local administration even tried to befool the rescue team 
by taking back the truck, that was carrying the workers 
to the Jammu railway station, to the brick kiln itself. 
However their trick was foiled by BMM. While the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate of RS Pura Rajendra Kumar, who 
held a spot inquiry and spoke to the workers maintained 
that they were indeed bonded labourers, the Deputy 

Commissioner Kalyan Sahu was not ready to accept it. 
Swami Agnivesh, president of BMM, said he 

would further take up the rehabilitation issue of the 
rescued workers with the respective State governments 
and ensure that the workers returned to their normal life 
without any apprehension about their future. "Our fight 
against the system of keeping bonded labourers will 
continue whatever be the difficulties. So far BMM has 
rescued and rehabilitated about 1,76,000 of them". 

BMM is planning to take up the issue of bonded 
labourers to the Supreme Court to ensure that such 
system of employing persons as slaves is wiped out 
from the country once for all through further tightening 
of law. 

Mr. Gorana added that the condition of the 
workers were such they did not have proper clothes and 
proper place to stay. They had to beg for food from 
neighbours and could hardly eat once in a day. Children 
could not go to school as there were no schools nearby. 
Even children of 10-12 years of age were forced to 
work in the Kiln. 

VI 
(Swami Agnivesh) 

President — Bandhua Mukti Morcha 
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