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Why Lose Perspective? 
Put the soul back into our culture, says swami acnivesh 

Commitment to 
justice is the practical 
expression of ethics. 
Justice is in honouring the 
needs of all relationships. 
In our culture, we have 
reasonably well-
developed family 
consciousness. Doing 
justice to one's family 

comes naturally to us. However, we have been 
traditionally weak on the social front. Our 
commitment to social justice is not yet fully 
developed. This is where our spirituality is being 
put to its sternest test. 

Understanding religion in an escapist sense 
encourages us to close our eyes to avoidable 
suffering of people around us. Often, leaders 
are unconcerned about the many frontiers of 
systemic atrocities and injustice that have been 
done for ages. This is a glaring denial of 
spirituality in the Indian context, and it needs to 
be challenged by leaders of various religious 
who are committed to development. 

The fundamental principle of religious 
ethics is the spirit of service. Human nature, 
devoid of spirituality, would make us want to be 
served rather than serve oth-ers. Service 
involves overcoming selfishness. The spirit of 
service is essential to create a dynamic social 
ethos. The role models from our scriptures 
uphold this ideal. It is necessary that we rethink 
about these values and incorporate them into 

753-1 tq 

The Fundamental Principle 
of Religious Ethics is the spit .' 

of service. Human Nature, 
Devoid of spirituality, would 
make us want to be served 
rather than serve others. 

our social culture. 
Seen from a cosmic perspective, the most 

important aspect of Creation is its oneness, its 
coherence that lends meaning to its diversity. 
Our need for harmony, die sense of duty to live 
peacefully with all aspects of Creation and to 
respect its underlying integrity, arises out of 
diis oneness. 

However, when we lose spiritual 

• • 

perspective, society and nature become 
aggregates of various constituents that 
exploit them at will. It does not matter then if 
we exploit human beings or nature as a means 
to attain our ends. This is the attitude that 
governs us today, and is a major pointer to the 
need for spiritual renewal. The World around 
us has changed a great deal and spirituality, as 
against ritualistic religiosity, cannot remain 
indifferent to it. The goal of spirituality is to 
empower people to cope with their life and 
destiny meaningfully and effectively. This 
makes it neessary to address corruption and 
in justice that prevail from time to time. The 
ethical task is to minimise evil and to reinforce 
what is good and both have to be addressed 
simultaneously. It is important that a religious 
community, as a whole, is inspired with this 
sense of purpose. Let's not assume that either 
politicians or governments can do this for us. 

The spiritual renewal of our society is an 
urgent requirement because of the rise of an 
aggressive and soulless materialistic culture 
among us. Iwo major facets mark this new 
ethos. In the first place, it aggravates social 
and economic inequalities .This is going to 
push millions below the poverty line. In the 
future, there is likely to be a dramatic decline in 
the quality of life for millions of people. This is 
not only a question of economics or even 
of'good governance, it is, essentially, a 
spiritual issue that none can ignore. 
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