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Dev Maha Yajna

The performance of Dev Yajna ordained by the
Supreme Being (Permeshwara) through the medium of
the Vedas is a must. All the saints, sages and learned
scholars of the Vedas have laid a great stress on the
celebration of Dev Yajna, daily without fail. It was
questioned to Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati ji as to
what harm does it bring if it is not performed everyday. The
Maharishi replied, "It's non performance leads a person
to sinfulness. "What is the quantum of the sin" asked the
devotee. The Swami replied to what extent the impurities
come out of the body of a man or woman, pollute water
and air and cayising diseases to that extent, he/she is
responsible for < smmiting the sin. In atonement to this; he
should contribute so much or even more in the shape of
incense, clarified butter and wood (Beri wood preferably)
for the purification of air and water. If a person is given to
eat and drink charified butter and nutrients, it would do
good to one person only. But the amount of clarified butter
and aromatic substances which an individual can make
use of is sufficient to do good for thousands of persons
through the medium of Dev Yajna. But Maharishi has
advised that men and women should also take nutritious
diet comprising, milk, pure ghee, vegetables, fruits and
honey to build up their health. But at the same time and
under all circumstances Dev Yajna (Agnihotra) should
also be performed (Satyarth Prakash Chapter Ill). It
should not be postponed to the next day, Maharishi has
again emphasised that its non-performance makes a
man a big sinner. The incense consumed for its
performance comprises four things:

(1) Nutritious articles

(2) Curative articles

(3) Aromatic articles

(4) Sweet and strength giving articles.

For the daily performace of Dev Yajna, only 32
oblation are required to be offered in the sacred fire. The
whole substance when consumed by fire is not kept in its
possession. It is trasferred to the air by the sacred fire with
the result that the air becomes fragrant. Eventually, the air
offers to the clouds and the clouds pour water on the earth
which helps a great deal in removing diseases which
grow up in dietary plants, flowers, fruits and medicinal

herbs. This is how the whole process is ordained by the
Almighty Lord. Some people who are devoid of Vedic
revelation hold the opinion that it does not behove of a
wise man to waste things by burning them into the fire. It
should be consumed by men. Such persons are quite
ignorant about the Physical Science speaking of
Chemistry. Dr. Draper of U.S.A. says that it has disposed
of the idea of destruction and creation of matter. The
science accepts without any hesitation the doctrine of
imperishability of substance.

So, it has been sufficiently proved beyond all
reasonable doubts that there is no destruction of any
matter. The substance when put in the fire only changes
the shape. so all the householders have been advised by
our great Rishies and Yogies to perform Dev Yajna, daily,
at home without fail. In good old days in India, when Dev
Yajnas were performed on large scales with unflinching
and implicit faith in God, people were not victims of so
many diseases as are found today because Dev Yajna
destroys all diseases which crop-up due to our neglect
and for want of spiritual wisdom.

The Gita has strongly carroborated this view. The
folowing slokas are quoted from the Gita which would
prove that doing of the Yajna is a must in every house,
regardless of caste and creed:

(9) wEg=T: YoT JeedT YRIErE Gof |
3 gafasregTy AIsRETHrTYS | |
A 3/%

God created the universe through the medium of
Yajna and said as depicted in the Vedas, "You should
augment the yajna and it would fulfill your desired objects"

©) d @1 HaRIg @ |
R G 51: GRHATSY | |

You should proptiate the Devtas and the Devtas, in
turn would bring prosperity in abundance to you. Thus by
fostering each other, you would attain the Supreme
Happiness. Gita 3/11

(3) g @ <A1 SRAT AT |
AEaFIETRIEA A YSFIR T 9 | |

Fostered by the yajnas, the gods (Devtas) will give
you the enjoyment you desire. He who enjoys these gifts
without giving them is verily a thief. Gita 3/12

(4) The virtuous persons who eat what is left behind

from the Yajnas are released from all sins but those wicked
persons who prepare food for their own sake eat sin. Gita
3/13

(5) From food, creatures come into being and rain
gives birth to food. Yajna produces rain and yajna is born of
work immune from selfishness. Gita 3/14

(6) Except work done for the sake of Yajna, all works
lead me to bondage. Therefore, all work should he done
free from all attachments and fruit of action. The religious
duty towards the Vedic gods here becomes service of
creation inthe name Supreme Being.

(7) & (8) It has been further advised by lord Krishna
that sacrificed acts, gift and penance are not to be
relinquished but should be performed because sacrifice,
gift and penance are the purifiers of the wise but these
works ought to be performed, giving up attachment and
expectation of rewards. Lord Krishna says "It is my
docided and final view. Gita 18/5 and 6

(9) Lord Krishna has emphatically drawn the attention
of the Non-Doers of the Yajna, according to the Vedic
conception. He further adds that those who do not act in
accordance with the doctrines inculcated in the Vedas are
verily the biggest sinners. and being delighted in the
sensual pleasures, their living on this earth is in vain and
they are a burden On the society. Gita 3/16 :

From the above discussion and elucidation of the
slokas from Gita, it can be well understood that the
importance of Brahm Yajna cannot be minimised.

Regarding the other three Maha Yajnas, namely Pitar
Yajna. Atithi Yajna and Baliveshavdev Yajna, | shall give a
vivid picture of the three in my nextissue.

Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati ji had been preaching
the people to tread on the Vedic Path in order to attain the
blissful peace of the Almighty Father for which he strived
hard through out his life with as fearless and heroic mind.

TN G TAP A 91 I, AN |
ufes = e wef§ &1 99 9@ et § TR |

As long as the sun, the moon and the stars shine in
the sky, the holy and pious name of the Maharishi would be
remembered by our heart.

- D. D. Sharma, Amritsar, Punjab
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