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LA TERRE TOURNE AUTOUR DU SOLEIL
3N 3H 311 oNl: gidazspHIcAaaA ATazx gz |
frax g ga—=<a: 11

- Jojda 3/
Om ! Ayam gauha prishnirakramidasadan mataram puraha.
Pitaram cha prayantsvaha.

. _ Yajur Veda 3/6
Glossaire / Shabdartha :

Ayam — ce / cette, Gauha — terre ronde / sphérique (ronde comme une boule), Pitaram — Le soleil — le pére qui
s’occupe du bien-étre et de la sécurité de tous ses enfants, Svaha — La région du soleil / le systéme solaire, Pu-
raha — en avant, tout autour, Asadat — se déplace, tourne sur son axe fixe (rotation), Mataram — avec sa mére.

Remarque : Selon les Vedas, I’eau est la mére de la terre, car la terre est formée par un mélange des particules
de I’eau et de ses propres particules, et conserve toujours beaucoup d’eau en son sein. Le soleil est le pere de
la terre, car ¢’est du soleil que la terre puise toute sa lumiére et lui doit son soutien dans 1’espace.

prayan — se déplace correctement / tourne
prisniha — dans I’espace, le firmament, le ciel
akramit — tourne vers les quatre directions cont. on pg 4
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LIVE YOUR DIVINITY WITH DIGNITY

You are a creator, not a terminator.

You are builder, not a destroyer.

You are a divine being, not a crawling creature.

Do you need to kill and destroy in order to live?

Do you need to steal to fulfil your needs when you

have been blessed with tremendous strength to

strive and live honourably?

Do you need to conquer your enemies when you can

embrace the whole world through unconditional love?

Do you need to covet the property of your neighbour

when you have the whole earth, ocean and sky for your

companion and expansion?

Will you carry your acquired wealth with you when

you leave this planet?

Do you need to run after lust, when you can procreate with

one partner and live in a loving relationship?

You can live peacefully and happily with all living be-

ings of Nature through help, service and love.

Remember, you have been sent to live and shine

in harmony with noble thoughts and deeds.
Dipnarain Beegun
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Vedas and Vedanta, Concepts and Misunderstandings (2)
Prof. Soodursun Jugessur, (Dharma Bhushan , Arya Bhushan)

In the previous article | wrote about
the origins of Vedas and Vedanta, and the in-
fluence of Buddhism in the development of
Vedanta philosophy. A quotation from Gauda-
pada’s treatise of Madhyamika Karika that
gives the real basis for further development of
Vedanta was highlighted. It is important that we
understand these concepts before we can ap-
preciate how distortions have crept in the inter-
pretations of Vedic terminologies and ended in
the development of popular Hinduism. In the
current article | will elaborate on their concepts
of Dwaita, Advaita, and Vashistadvaita, and ef-
forts to reconcile the contradictory philoso-
phies. The main paragraphs numbering follow
that in the first article.

3. Dwaita, Advaita and Vashistadvaita

Shankaracharya, also known as Adi
Shankara, a well known philosopher who pur-
sued the concept further, but accepted the
‘Mayavadism’ or viewing the world as an illu-
sion, of Buddhism as basis, proclaimed the
oneness of God and Soul. Dr. S. Radhakrish-
nan says: ‘Brahminism silently assimilated the
best elements of the Buddhist faith.’(3) Thus
developed the philosophy of Advaita or
‘Monism’, as distinct from Vedic Dwaita or ‘Du-
alism’ that believed that the Soul and God are
two different entities. We will come to this con-
cept later in this chapter.

Even the great Swami Vivekananda,
who tried to reconcile the two schools, after his
return from the west that taught him the reality
of life and the need for positive action to relieve
people from poverty and ignorance, when
speaking to the Youth of India, has said :

‘Coming to our commentators again,
we find another difficulty. The Advaitic commen-
tator, whenever an Advaitic text comes, pre-
serves it just as it is; but the same
commentator, as soon as a Dualistic text pres-
ents itself, tortures it if he can, and brings the
most queer meaning out of it. Sometimes the
‘Unborn’ becomes a ‘goat’; such are the won-
derful changes effected. To suit the commen-
tator, ‘Aja’ the ‘Unborn’ is explained as ‘Aja’ a
she-goat. In the same way, if not in a still worse
fashion, the texts are handled by the Dualistic
commentator.'(4) This is all due to the intrica-
cies of Sanskrit language. And the classical
Sanskrit language of the Vedas is not the same
as the language of the Upanishads.

To reconcile the two schools of Ad-
vaitavad and Dwaitavad, sages Bhaskara and
Ramanuja who came later in the tenth and
eleventh century A.D., said that both the Purva
and Uttara Mimamsa together form one sci-
ence, and study of both is necessary. They de-
veloped what is known as Vishistaadvaita,
where Matter (Prakriti), Atma (Soul), and the
Supreme Spirit (Ishwara) are three different en-
tities. The Shvetaashvatara Upanishad says:
‘There are three ultimate existences—the eter-
nal and all-knowing and all powerful God, the
eternal soul and the eternal matter, and these
three constitute the Absolute. (5)This is in line
with Vedic philosophy.

The arrival of Maharishi Swami
Dayanand Saraswati, founder of the Arya
Samaj in mid nineteenth century, enabled a ra-
tional interpretation of the Vedas, and the prop-
agation of Vedic philosophy in its pristine form.
Even Shri Aurobindo, the famous exponent of
‘Integral Yoga’ and the sage of Pondicherry,
recognizes the authority of Swami Dayanand
on the Vedas. As somebody who had mastered
classical Sanskrit, with a thorough knowledge
of Panini's grammar, Maharishi Swami
Dayanand gave a new orientation to Vedic phi-
losophy, and established the Arya Samaj, or
the Society of Nobles, to promote the study and
propagation of the Vedas.

As a spiritual seeker, the Swami also
studied the Vedanta under various gurus. He
had a lot of admiration for Adi Shankaracharya,
who gave new life to popular Hinduism. How-

ever, after a thorough study of this doctrine,
and seeing its impact on the minds of the peo-
ple, he preferred the Vedic path. He propa-
gated the Vedic dharma, exposed the unjust
and corrupt practices of some influenced by the
Vamamargi materialist school that gave the
elite the freedom to do anything in the name of
God, reinterpreted the caste system in line with
the Vedic Varna system, opened the doors of
learning to the down-trodden and the women
folk — who, for generations, had been deprived
of basic education. He further simplified com-
plex traditional ceremonies, and won the sup-
port of forward looking social leaders. In the
process he naturally trampled over the shoes
of many who saw in him the threat to their tra-
ditional privileges and often to their very liveli-
hood. No wonder various movements started
against the Swami and against the Arya Samaj,
movements that aimed at giving their own in-
terpretation to Hindu doctrines that could safe-
guard their interests.

4. The Vedanta Philosophy

Itis said that sage Vyasa, reputed au-
thor of the Mahabharata, is responsible for
founding the Vedanta philosophy. However, as
said earlier, Vedantic philosophy of Monism as
distinct from the Vedic philosophy of Dualism
is mostly propagated by Gaudapada, followed
by Adi Shankaracharya, a distinguished scholar
who succeeded in reestablishing Brahminism
type Hinduism back in India, when agnostic
Buddhism was sweeping the subcontinent.
Buddhism had critically exposed the weak-
nesses of orthodox Hinduism plagued by unjust
social doctrines sanctioned by the then ruling
elite. In the name of God, people were perpe-
trating the worst crimes against humanity, and
Gautama Buddha attacked them and their doc-
trine of fatalism, and went to the extent of ig-
noring God in preaching a social order that
brought equality and justice to all, irrespective
of caste or creed. However, his movement did
not receive the support of most of the ortho-
doxy. Nor did it receive the support of philoso-
phers and thinkers who could not reconcile life
without a God as creator, sustainer and de-
stroyer. A philosophy that could reconcile the
two extremes had to be propagated, and herein
came the masterstroke of Adi Shankara. He re-
asserted that the supreme Brahman is in every-
body, of whatever caste or creed he came from,
and that this Brahman could be realized
when the soul merged with the Brahman
and the two became one. Hence the doctrine
of Monism where the Brahman is the ‘be all and
the end all’ of everything. To him, social divi-
sions were only a mirage, and good and evil
were different facets of the same coin. By self-
realization alone, all the apparent contradic-
tions and distinctions could be removed.

(To be continued with further elaborations on this

philosophy, in next article)
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LIFE LESSONS WE HAVE TO LEARN FROM : APJ - ABDUL KALAM

Sookraj Bissessur (B.A. Hons.)

“Our conduct towards all should be guided
by Love, Righteousness and Justice.”
Seventh Principle of Arya Samaj
Former Indian President Abdul

Kalam - was born on 15 October 1931 at

Rameshwaram. As a lifetime entirely devoted

Scientist, Kalam’s most prominent role in

India’s 1998 nuclear weapon tests virtually es-

tablished him as a national hero. He was

raised in a Muslim Family from Tamil Nadu. His
parents were Jainulabudeen and Ashiamma.

He hailed from a modest and humble family.

Former President and Eminent Sci-
entist (Dr) AP. Abdul Kalam passed away in

Shillong on Monday last — (27/07/2015). Here

are some of Kalam's inspirational sayings

through which he will be remembered forever:

(1) “You have to dream before your dreams
come true”.

(2) “If a country is to be corruption free and
become a nation of beautiful minds,
| strongly feel there are three key societal

members who can make a difference. They
are the father, the mother and the teacher”.

(3) “My message, especially to young people,
is to have courage to think differently,

courage to innovate and invent, to travel the
unexplored path, courage to discover the
impossible and to conquer the problems and
succeed. These are great qualities that they
must work towards. This is my message to
the young people”.

(4) “To succeed in your mission, you must

have single-minded devotion to your goal”.

(5) “Let me define a Leader. He must have
vision and passion and not be afraid of any
problem. Instead, he/she should know how

to defeat it. Most importantly, he/she must
work with integrity”.

(6) “Great dreams of great dreamers are
always transcended”.

(7) “Let us sacrifice our today so that our
children can have a better tomorrow”.

(8) “Man needs his difficulties because they
are necessary to enjoy success’.

(9) “Look at the sky. We are not alone. The
whole Universe is friendly to us and
conspires only to give the best to those
who dream and work”.

(10) “You see God helps only people who work

hard. That principle is very clear”.
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(11) “If you fail, never give up because FAIL-
means “First attempt in Learning”!
END - means - “Effort Never Dies”.

(12) “If you get “NO” as an answer, do always

remember NO - means “Next Opportunity’-
So let’s be positive.

Dream-is not what you see when you sleep at

night, but dream is something which does not

let you sleep”.

By way of conclusion, it would be
appropriate enough for me to conclude this ar-
ticle with the following wise saying of famous
English Writer — E.M Forster :-

“The Success of Pain and Labour Always

goes to those who endeavour”.

Post-Scriptum : P.S:- Kalam was ac-
tive till the end. In his twitter account / Internet,
he spoke of his Shillong Lecture which turned
out to be his last. “Going to Shillong............
..to take course on Livable Planet earth aim.

Om ! Ayam gauha prishnirakrami-
dasadan mataram puraha.

Pitaram cha prayantsvaha.
Yajur Veda 3/6

cont. from pg 1
Interprétation / Anushilan

La terre avec ses océans se déplace
perpétuellement dans I'espace en orbite autour
de son pére, le soleil.

Elle tourne aussi sur son axe (en ro-
tation) avec sa mere, I'eau.

Ainsi nous constatons le double mou-
vement de la terre qui nous donne la notion du
temps de la fagon suivante :

(i) Elle tourne sur son axe pour créer le jour et
la nuit en une rotation.

(ii) Le temps qu'elle prend pour compléter son
orbite autour du soleil est dénommé une année.

Les enseignements des Vedas sont
basés sur la vérité, rien que la vérité. lls sont
conformes avec toutes les disciplines de la sci-
ence. Ce verset du Yajur Veda fait état du
mouvement de la terre autour du soleil et
toutes ses autres implications.

Dans I'Orient les Vedas ont été trans-
mis a 'humanité a la création de I'univers, et
ce qui est professé a travers ce verset du Yajur
Veda date de la création du monde.

Cela prouve que I'Orient possédait
toutes les disciplines de la science dés I'aube
de la création.

Mais c'était tout a fait le contraire par
rapport a I'Occident qui n’avait pas la bénédiction
divine de bénéficier des bienfaits des Vedas.

Aux quinzieme, seizieme et dix-sep-
tieme siécles quand les scientistes / as-
tronomes / savants au prix de beaucoup de
recherches, d’'observations et de sacrifice firent
cette découverte dans I'occident du double
mouvement de la terre sur soi-méme et autour
du soleil et firent part de leurs observations a
leurs concitoyens, leurs pays n’étaient pas
préts pour accepter cette verité scientifique. lls
ont été menacés, et ostraciseés.

Voici quelques témoignages de lhistoire :
(i) Le sortréservé a Nicolas Copernicus (1473-
1543) un astronome / Scientiste Polonais, qui
était le premier a découvrir le double mouvement
de la terre (sur soi-méme pour créer le jour et la
nuit et en orbite autour du soleil pour compléter
une année) a été persécuté, et traité d'athée.

(i) Giordano Bruno, un Scientiste / astronome
Italien fit la méme découverte que Copernicus
plus tard, il a été traité d’hérétique et brulé vif
en 1600 dans son pays.

(i) Galiléo Gahilée (1564-1642) un autre sci-
entiste/astronome fit des études plus poussées
sur les mouvements des corps célestes et ar-
riva a la méme conclusion que Copernicus et
Bruno. Il a été persécuté, menace, et traduit
devant une cour de justice ou il a été forcé de
se rétracter et de dire que le soleil tourne au-
tour de la terre.

Pour avoir la vie sauve le malheureux
scientiste devait dire ceci : “Puisque vous me de-
mandez de dire que le soleil tourne autour de la
terre, je le dis : Le soleil tourne autour de la terre.”

Mais en quittant : le seuil de la cour de jus-
tice il laissa entendre cette boutade aux gens
présents. “J'ai dit sous contrainte ce que I'on m'avait
demandé mais la vérité restera toujours la vérité.
C'est la terre qui tourne autour du soleil I"

Ce n’est que bien plus tard que cette
vérité scientifique a été acceptée par I'Occident.




