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Continue from last issue

Invoking the Bounties of
Nature
"May the wind blow in

happiness for us; may the sun
warm up for our happiness. May
the days be full of happpiness to
us. May the night bring
happiness. May the dawn
brighten up with happiness for
us."

"May heaven and earth, invoked
from the earliest times, be for
our happiness; may the midspace
be for our happiness with
charming appearance. May the
herbs and forest trees be for our
happiness; may the victorious
Lord of the distant regions be
favourable to our felicity."

R G I R T A R IC  E
o J: ¥ W ufd eftEa wwgen A
g=5q 11 (Av.vll.69.1)

Sam no vato vatu sam nastapatu
suryah.

ahani sam bhavantu nah sam
ratri prati dhiyatam samusa no
vyochhatu..

¥ A EmETgfeet e sHwaia ger A
T |

¥ 7 SueA e v A i
w11 (Av.X1X.10.5)

Sam no dyava  prthivi
purvahutau samantariksam

22 WALt 2016 W 28 W&, 2016

Glimpses of the Atharva Veda

drsaye no astu.

sam na o_sadhirva_nino l_)_habantu
sam no rajasaspatirastu jisnuh..

Virtues that Sustain the Earth

Chapter XII, hymn I, verse |
enumerates six virtues of the
people that keep up and sustain
the earth. These virues inspire
the citizens of any country as
well. Firstly, truthfulness in
thought, speech and action of
citizens is the bed-rock for the
sustenance of the country. Their
correct conduct in abiding by the
law of the land keeps the country
safe from falling. This becomes
possible when the inhabitants are
resolute in their normal duties to
follow the prescribed rules. A
country becomes strong when its
occupants possess a strong will
and work hard, keeping in view
the prosperityof the land as a
whole. Self-Confidence and
control of senses of the ruler and
the ruled are the prime
requirements for the progress of
the country. These qualities are
enlunciated in the first verse of
the hymn as below: Great truth,
irresistale righteousness,
devotion, hard labour of
perseverance, determination and

sacrifice sustain the earth or the
motherland.

T Jegaq] <Ie q9 g a9 gree
YR |

A A I e ge A i 7:
Hog 11 (Av.X11.1.1)

Satyam brhadrtamugram diksa
tapo brahma yajnah prthivim
dharayanti.

sa no bhutasya bhavyasaya
patnyurum lokam prthivi nah
krnotu..

The Two Dogs of Yama

The speculative idea Commonly
prevalent is that a dying man
shall soon meet his death if dogs
bark nearby. Although the notion
is without logic, the fact remains
that it is an aberration of a
beautiful thought of a vedic
verse that reads as follows:

"May the black one and the
bridled one, two dogs guarding
the path, sent out by the
controller Yama, not seize you.
Come hither towards us. Do not
be ill-tempted. Stay not here
with your mind inclined to the
further side."

Day and night are
metaphorically described as two
dogs who do not see each other

-Priyavrata Das

out of envy. Yama, in Vedic texts
refers to the eternal time whose
day and night are standard
components caused by the
rotation of earth. These two are
said to be faithful messengers of
Yama. Like dogs they are
obdient to benevolent persons
but they bark at and bite the
wicked ones. All the virtuous
and the vicious on earth breathe
their last alike in course of time.
They are auspicious or otherwise
depending on how they have
lived their life. The honest
accomplish good deeds but a
malignant one causes grief in the
hearts of the people. At the end,
they leave their physical abode
dragged by time. The verse
exhorts upon the living ones to
utilise time purposefully for the
welfare of people.

TS 1 A veeryE I T 4
qferaft Taml |
sEiegfe w fa e o fass: we.
11 (Av.V111.1.9)
Syamasca tva ma sabalasca
presitau yamasya yau pathirlaksi
svanau.
arvanehi ma vi didhyo matra
tisthah paranmanah..
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