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Characteris whatyou do in the dark----Mahatma Gandhi

A memorable story reflects this admirably. A famous mason and his
son were building a castle wall. One day they ran out of mortar for the
foundation's last stone. The son was asked to prepare it. He demurred
saying that there was enough mortar left over from the walls. His
father pointed out that it would not be strong enough. 'No one will
know', the boy persisted. Answered the father, ' Two will know and it
will haunt them -- you and me!'
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Intolerance and rejection are two sides of the same coin. This has been
going around in our society for ages. The former gives rise to the latter.
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How to control our karmas
Neela Sood

Though there is a general feeling that heaven and
hell are the locations where the virtuous find
happiness and sinners languish in suffering. But,
in reality they are states of the existence of a man.
State of happiness signifies heaven and the
condition in which man feels sorrowful is hell. If
we do some good act the reward will be joy and
likewise our bad deeds result in sorrow and agony.

But how to ensure that we remain saved
from bad deeds and do only those acts which bring
good to others or say are
virtuous. Best way is to
do audit of our actions in
the same way as auditors
audit the performance of
Business Houses/shops.

We should
question ourselves each
night and answer
honestly. “Was I
completely sincere
today? Was I humble,
patient, kind and
generous? Was I frank
and courageous,
obedient and faithful?
Or was I dishonest,
proud, impatient and
quarrelsome, unkind and miserly, deceitful and
cowardly, disobedient and disloyal?” The personal
audit takes five minutes. You are alone and
forthright with yourself. Nobody shames or
embarrasses you. You confess to yourself only, and
the exercise comes to be a gradual self-purification
and spiritually rewarding process. Though, our
endeavor should be to do only good deeds but still
being human we are prone to do mistakes or
unworthy acts also. However, what we can ensure
is that at the end of each day we find ourselves on
the credit side, that our good deeds outweigh our
shortcomings and this credit increases with every

{ssing day. If it happens then our path is

Bad Karma

virtuous.

How to do it? There is a story about a
young boy who had come to a house to buy old
newspapers. He weighed the pile and calculated
the value at Rs.136/-. From his purse he took out
Rs135/- and fished around in his pockets for the
remaining rupee. The Rs.135/- were accepted by
the seller and he was told to forget about the rupee.
He left but hardly fifteen minutes had passed
when he was again standing before the seller.. He

had cycled to the nearest
market, changed money,
and was back to pay his
one rupee! When the
seller asked why he took
so much pain when he
himself had told him to
forget about this small
amount. “Better to pay
debts in this world than
to be answerable in the
next!” he said by way of
explanation.

Another kind of
personal audit was
suggested by a wise man
to a conscientious
seeker. “For every sin
you commit, drive a nail into the wall of your room.
And for every good deed, draw out a nail. At the
end of the month you will know by the number of
nails in the wall whether your sins were greater or
your good deeds outdid the bad deeds.” This the
man did faithfully. At month end he happily found
he had no nails in the wall, but was left with a
scarred wall, where the nails had been wrenched
out. He went back to the wise man and reported: “I
have no nails left but my wall is damaged”. “That”
the wise man said “is the scar left on your soul even
though your sins and good deeds may seem
balanced”.

Our efforts should be to dim this scar.//
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Editorial

Rajya Sabha needs relook

The ongoing selection of candidates for Rajya
Sabha is before us. To make the things worse, the
story of Vijay Mallaya, a Rajya Sabha MP who used
his diplomatic passport to escape from the
clutches of law of the land, is grabbing headlines in
the media. The one who was a law maker is a law
breaker now. Under this situation BJP”s
Kurukshetra MP, Mr Raj Kumar Saini's call for
abolishing Rajya Sabha can't be dismissed as
bizarre. He has definitely raised a very thought
provoking issue which merits good debate on the
usefulness of Rajya Sabha in the current political

culturein the country.

Undisputedly, sixty five years after the
august institution of Parliament began
functioning, it would be too much to ask for
removing one of its vital organs, Rajya Sabha, but
then doctors also amputate the part which looks
affecting the functioning of other organs. The
events of the last one decade are the pointer to the
unhealthy condition of Rajya Sabha where its
existence is threatening the process of legislation,
most accepted way to form laws in any democracy.
The matter needs to be examined from the various
angles and prime consideration being our
Constitution.

The first point that comes to mind is —can

Yfally wind up Rajya Sabha? Well, the wise men

who designed our constitution did not want it to be
rigid like that of USA, otherwise they would not
have made the proviso of article 368 which
empowers Parliament to amend the constitution
without changing the basic structure, as enshrined
in our Preamble. The fact that country has seen 99
constitutional amendments in the last 65 years
against 27 amendments in the constitution of USA
in the past 225 years itself corroborates the view
point that nothing in our constitutional is static
exceptitsbasicstructure.

Second point is —how one can think of
winding up Rajaya Sabha when any
constitutional amendment is not possible
without its being processed and approved in
Rajya Sabha. Answer is simple—as we
constituted committee of experts headed by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to draft constitution in
1946, likewise a committee of constitutional
experts can be reconstituted to examine the
working of democracy without the Upper
House or second chamber..

Third point is the impact of doing away
with Rajaya Sabha on our Federal structure.
Without any doubt, the existence of Rajya
Sabha adds to making our constitution

federal, since its members are elected by the state
legislatures. Not only this, Under Article 249, if the
Rajya Sabha passes a resolution with not less than
2/3 majority, authorizing Parliament to make laws
on any state subject, Parliament has to legislate on
that subject. Similar position is under Article 252.
But, then it needs to be investigated whether our
members of Rajya Sabha truly represent the states
or it has become the tunk yard for the failed
politicians or stooges of the political bosses in the
country , be it the Congress or BJP. BJP
Kurukshetra MP, Mr Raj Kumar Saini was right on
dot when he said that people were reaching the
upper house after paying money and pleasing their
political masters. This statement from a man who
himself is a member parliament cannot be
dismissed lightly. Mr Mallaya, who has abscond




VEDIC THOUGHTS 10™ MARCH 2016, CHANDIGARH

Q having defaulted to the tune of Rs 9000 crore

to the financial institutions, happens to be a
member of Rajya Sabha. It is not difficult to guess
how he was inducted in to this august house. Again
Lok Sabha has members from all the states. Why it
should be presumed that Lok Sabha members are
not in position to safeguard the interest of the
states they represent, as directly elected members
and only indirectly elected members can protect
the interest of states.. It happened many a times
when Karnatka, Tamil Nadu members joined
hands, cutting across party affiliations to strongly
present the case of their respective states.

Fourth point is—has the situation come to
such a pass which may warrant winding up of
Rajya Sabha. Answer is: the party politics has
changed in the country over the decades. Regional
parties have grown in strength and they are seen to
represent the aspiration of people. There is very
rare possibility when the party who has the
majority in Lok Sabha will have the majority in
Rajya sabha too, as was the trend in good old days.
It means an environment of confrontation
between the ruling outfit in Lok Sabha and its
opposition through its members in Rajya Sabha.
What you can't do directly, do it indirectly, as we
are seeing for the last one decade and the situation
becomes worse when there is no continuity of the
same party government in the centre. Recently,
when the reporter asked the Congress
spokesperson why it was not allowing the
parliament to function, the argument given by him
was that BJP also tried similar obstructionist
tactics in the past. Tomorrow when other party
comes at the centre, and the Rajya Sabha is
flooded with BJP members, same argument will
be advanced by BJP. There is no end to it. Egos of
the leaders overtake national interest. Under the
situation why almost 1200 crores of taxpayer's
money should be spent annually on the institution
which has hardly any positive contribution rather
has a nuisance value. We are not USA or UK to
have the luxury of second Chamber if it is not
serving its usefulness. One of the options can be to
increase the number of Lok Sabha members from
present 550 to 800 after winding up Rajya Sabha.
It needs to be appreciated that this number of 550

as fixed when the country's population was 35

()
crores which has now swelled to 120 crores Vm

merits increase in number to have better
representation of masses in the Law making
chamber.

Fifth point is —if we do not abolish this
august institution what can be the alternative. We
can always think of some modifications with
regard to the powers of Rajaya Sabha. For
example, at present Money bill can be introduced
only in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha can give
recommendations which Lok Sabha may or may
not accept. Likewise National budget and grants
for various Miniseries can be discussed but not

Mr. Vijay Mallaya is Member
Rajya Sabha. One can guess
how he managed his entry

voted in Rajya Sabha. Council of Ministers which
runs the country is responsible only to Lok Sabha.
On the same lines, few other bills and
constitutional amendments/ordinances can be
added to its list. Let there be checks and balances
but not veto power to obstruct the duly elected
government from implementing its plans
irrespective of whether it is NDA or UPA or any
other government. Similarly, any member who is
rejected in Lok Sabha elections should not be
allowed to be Minister on the strength of his
Rajaya Sabha membership. It amounts to ignoring
people's verdict against a an aspirant for the sake
of political convenience.

Those who have the fears that in the
absence of Rajya sabha, there will be no checks o
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J
ﬁnajority government in the centre, simply

forget that in most of the countries with
democratic governments, there is only a single
Chamber/house. Then any government which is at
the centre is the elected government which comes
to power on the strength of absolute majority. If
we do not have faith in the directly elected
government then it is an insult to the institution of
democracy. Last, we forget that that we have an
independent and powerful judiciary which has the
powers even to set aside the decision taken even in
the both houses of parliament if it violates the
spirit of constitution. Setting aside of the
emergency proclaimed by Late Indira Gandhi in

*kkkkkkkkkk

Majority of women folk in our
country continue to be suppressed
and subjugated but consequent to
the changes in last 60 years after
independence, 10-20% are over-
empowered and enlightened to know
theirrights and duties.

Theyneed to give a thought.

(1)  If you are young, why do you
want to take the advantage of

separate queue ?

You are travelling by city bus
which has provided separate
seats for females. You find an
old man standing. Don't you
think it is the duty of young
among us to give him a seat?

You being a privileged

three monthsleave with pay?

Educated women need to do introspection
Ms Neela Sood

Women empowerment is not
empowering own family

government employee who gets 2 years leave at the time of first two deliveries. Don't
you think you need to exercise similar consideration for your maid and give her at least

Point is that we also need to be sensitive. Rights and duties go hand in hand. We also need to

1975 who commanded absolute majority in@

the houses of the parliament and then the recent
National Judicial Appointments Bill 2015 which
had been passed in both the houses of parliament
are the shining examples of Judiciaries role in
Indian democracy.

Without any doubt, second chamber was
created to add value to the decision/law making
but in the changed circumstances it has acquired
more of a nuisance value. Therefore, we need to
have the committee of Constitutional experts to
examine what can be done to Rajya Sabha in the
changed circumstances.

\d(i)ur bit should not pose as 'bechari' all the time
(%)
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Nothing in the nature lives for itself

Rivers don't drink their own water
Trees don't eat their own fruit
Sun doesn't give heat for itself
Flowers don't spread fragrance for themselves
Living for others is the rule of nature
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TIME

Time is a special bank. It credits your account each day
with twenty four hours. Every evening you lose the
balance, if you fail to use it during the day. You can gain
interest by utilising it. If you fail to use the day’s
deposits, theloss is yours. There is no going back. Every
minute is precious and you have to use it to attain
eternal bliss. Time is freely available but itis precious.”

3R JATUBI HB Hal & AT UFNBT ey ST &
o1 =1 address .} ¥ ® B
ARAg Y&, 231 ddc— 45-Y IUSITS.160047
0172.2662870, 9217970381, E mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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¥ Our musings

( English book of short stories) @ o
FHIGdH d IFD! Uil Al ga o el fordt g fafr= | Al .
ST FHER g4 oy 7oﬂ°—j>sﬁ-\w|' BT FUE Uh = ji| COHBCIWLOf
JIh & wY H U1 fhar & [t w4 & Our /70 Short Stories
musings | $A®I HIFT 150 TII 2 |
St S o @ e € 98 WIF 100 BT A Y AT
AR AT W 9@ Uwise( Bank Account) # U
ST PR HIAT AP © | 9ol Bl Gl BHRT BT |
éAccount Nos Tg! € ST dfes odied u¥aT & ford
|
HE | ygel T 91l BT HUAl &
gxd® JAS AT H 2 | Book is in English
Pl aifife 98 wR=g ofldd & A= gsqal
¥ TS © | Stories are on various aspects of
human life.

el &, IRd—g q< e Neela Seod
0172—2662870, 9217970381 " " ‘Bhartendu Seod

M/S AMMONIA SUPPLY COMPANY

(An ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
Joins “ VEDIC THOUGHTS?” in its noble Pursuit of spreading 'Moral Values

A few things which you learn with age, earlier you learn
better it is

Aswe grow older, and hence wiser, we slowly realize that wearing a Rs 10000. or Rs300.00 watch
both tell the same time...

Whether we carry aRs 10000 or Rs300.00 wallet/handbag -- - - the amount of money inside is the same;
Whether the house welive inis 300 or 3000 sq.ft. theloneliness is the same.

You will realize, your true inner happiness does not come from the material things of this world.
Whether you fly first or economy class, if the plane goes down you go down withit...

Therefore..I hope you realize, when you have mates, buddies and old friends, brothers and sisters, who you
chat with, laugh with, talk with, have sing songs with, talk about north-south-east-west or heaven earth, ....

Thatis true happiness!!

SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Punjab
Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com
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Rakesh Bhargava,
Branch Manager
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Thoughtful people never miss out on an opportunity to
brighten up the lives of others, even if they are complete
strangers. They let a little child in the compartment take
their window seat, they give way for the elderly at exit
points, they stop for harried pedestrians, they give

another guest in the file the last cheese cake of the
buffet. They seem to be drunk with the wisdom that

such acts bring mirth for many people, includkg

themselves!
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E-mail : dayanandashram@yahoo.com, Website : www.dayanandbalashram.org

Shivi and her friend with children
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636,47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790
Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
RS BRATRFECHAS AHE 2317 HAde 45—Y TUSHIS 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in

&9 #gTgHEl A 91t 3sM @ fag <= e

SSaroj Bale neelam Khurana Sudesh Gupta Usha Kakar Rajinder Rani Verma

Madhu Jasuja Vishvabandhu Vikram Viveki Vijay Pal Shastri Suresh Gupta
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| PLASTICSLIMITED |
AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com
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DIPLAST

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870




