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Continue from last issue :-

The Sacred Fire

"The sacred fire is the mas-
ter of the house. He is the re-
spectable guest and source of
all prosperity. May this fire, do-
nor of the lasting riches, friend
of the virtuous house-holders,
the lone invigorator of our du-
ties bestow on us power and
energy."

"O ladle, carry our obla-
tions full to the brim with clari-
fied butter and magnify our ben-
efits. May the sacrificial fire be
fully contented. May the divine
fragrance spread over in all di-
rections. O accomplsher of
noble deeds, let us both join to
give and take reciprocally: the
food to take and the vigour to
give."

MR gufeigue: TSI

|
I ng-c‘rsﬁnr TR
eI @ || (Yv. iii.39)

Aayamagnirgrhapaﬂrgarhapatyah
prajaya vasuvittamah.

agne grahapate'bhi
dyumnamabhi saha
ayacchasva..

Purna darvi para pata supurna

Glimpses of the YajurVeda

vikrinavaha
satakrato..
Pasu Yaga is not animal
sacrifice.
Yajurveda exhorts for
protection of animals.'May you
grant happiness to our progeny
and safety to the animals'. 'May
you never harm the creatures?"
Protect our quadrupeds®", So
much so, the priest represent-
ing Yajurveda in a fire ritual is
known as "Adhvaryu", one who
maintains non-violence in let-
ter and spirit during the cer-
emony. Yajna is "Advara", the
supreme nonviolent thought
and action, mentioned in the
Vedic Texts.In earliest times,
animals were procured, do-
mesticated and harnessed for
useful purposes. They were
not meant for killing or for im-
molation. In cosmology, earth
is ca;;ed tje barren goat, it was
made fertile. Pasu also means
an animal in the terrestrial
realm. Yajurveda chapter(xxiii)
mentions the fire, the wind, the
sun as Pasu. In the cosmic
creation air, fire and finally the
sun were manifested. Planets

isamurjam

punarapata. vasneva and satellites are named as
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Pasu. Horse (asva), cow (gau),
goat (aja), sheep (avi) belong
to mid-space denoting heav-
enly bodies. Asva is particle of
rice, aja is old paddy, mansa is
fruit juice. Such symbolic
terms are not to be confused
with earthly animals.
. 9T T H/E GATITSTT A
12{31931 1(Yv. xxxvi.22)
2, Wt & e v (Yv. xii.32)
3, rqearatte 1(Yv. xiv. 8)
1.Sam nah kuru prajabhyo
bhayam nah pasubhyah.
2. Ma himistanva prajah.
3- catuspat pabhi.
O Children of Immortality
"l unite both the mind and
the speech, the two foremost
sources of communication of
knowlege. Men may now speak
whatever there is in their mind.
Like a soldier carrying his ra-
tion, May they treat their speech
to sustain what they have in
mind. Let all the children of the
Immortal One, occupying po-
sitions of learning, listen to
those btave men who have at-
tained harmony of thought and

’
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- Dr. Priyavrata Das

speech".

The verse lays stress on
the necessity of harmony be-
tween thought and speech.
May the blessed children of
Immortal Lord listen to this dic-
tum. The text speaks of four
grades of human speech -
Para, Pasyanti, madhyama,
and Vaikhari eleborating how
the innermost 'Para vani"
gradually loses its sanctity end-
ing in the incohesive expres-
sion of the tongue. Truly
thoughts reflect in the speech
of the enlightened ones who
have established the proper
link between the mind and the
tongue.

IR o g ged A
JAIeRsSTY a9 |

yua favassyae qavse
J gt feeamt aweg: 11 (Yv. xi.5)

Yuje vam brahma purvyam
namobhir vi sloka etu pathyeve
sureh.

srnvantu visve amrtasya
putra a ye dhamani divyani

tathuh.. )
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