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Asmattvam adhijato asi
tvadayam jayatam punah. Asou
swargaya lokaya swaha.

(Yajur veda 35:22)

Asmat from God, Who en-
lightens everybody. tvam
adhijato asi you, the performer
of this yajna, have received
birth and the knowledge of the
Vedas which enlighten us,
punah in turn, now tvat ayam
jayatam it is your duty to pro-
mote God as you perform this
yajna and light this physical fire.
You do so by lighting a similar
inner spiritual flame; by follow-
ing God's message, none else;
and by doing virtuous deeds in
your personal life. Moreover,
you must spread the same
message to others. Asou by
doing so, you the host of this
yajna swargaya lokaya will
gradually progress in life and
become a candidate for
moksha, swaha this is the pur-
pose of yajna (virtuous conduct
in life) and indirectly of putting
oblations in the physical fire be-
cause the yajna is for the wel-
fare of all.

What is Yajna (also spelled
Yagya)? Yajna is not limited to
doing a fire ceremony by light-
ing fire in the Havan Kund and
chanting select mantras. True
Yajna is the proper conduct of
life in all aspects. The physical
fire is a reminder that we should
kindle and enlighten our soul
and mind i.e. our inner spiritual
self.Also just as the physical
fire in Havan Kund by burning
ghee and samigri (mixture of
fragrant and medicinal herbs
and incense) purifies and
brightens the surrounding en-
vironment, similarly we should
first purify and enlighten our-
selves by doing virtuous deeds,

and then do selfless deeds as
a service for the community as
well as make the community a
better and more virtuous place
for all.

Dear God, You are called
Agnideva because You are Di-
vine Being who enlightens ev-
erybody and also are Benevo-
lent to everyone. When we first
light the fire in the Havan kund
at the beginning of Yajna and
say Om bhur-bhuva-swaha,
we imply, "Dear God, we honor
You by stating that You are Uni-
versal Protector and Benefac-
tor (Om), the Giver and
Sustainer of all life (bhuh), the
Remover of all sorrows
(bhuvah), and the Bestower of
bliss (swaha). By lighting the
physical fire and then making
it hotter and more brilliant by
adding ghee (i.e. clarified but-
ter, butter oil) and adding more
kindling, we symbolically state
that we will kindle and enlighten
our soul to become more vir-
tuous in the future. Dear God,
please enlighten us the
yajnakartai.e. the performer of
the physical yajna by giving us
new inspirations, new thoughts
that change and transform our
current life whereby every day
we progresively become more
virtuous in our actions i.e. fol-
low dharma as well as get rid
of ignorance, false beliefs,
wrong or non-virtuous deeds
(adharma), fears, doubts, lack
of peace, and unhappiness in
life. After getting rid of all of
these sorrow producing ob-
stacles in life, by Your grace
may we acquire wisdom,
strength, courage, bravery,
happiness and joy in life.

Dear God, You are called
Agnideva because You enlight-
ens everybody. Dear God, we
have made consistent effort to
perform this havan-yajna every
morning and evening for the
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past many years. What good
has been our effort so far? Not
much! It has been a failure be-
cause the performance of this
havan-yajna has been a ritual,
but our mind and soul have so
far not found true enlighten-
ment, nor have we made
much personal effort to change
our lives to obtain true enlight-
enment. Dear God, You are
called Vahindeva because You
like an able benevolent chari-
oteer carry us to our proper
destination. Dear God, while
performing havan-yajna we
have thousands of times said
the word swaha which means
that this oblation we are putting
in the fire is for the benevolence
of all living things. What good
has been our effort so far? Not
much! It has been a failure be-
cause saying the word swaha
has been a ritual, but our mind
has not yet become generous
towards others.

Dear God, You are called
yajnagne because this fire cer-
emony is done to honor You
and other honorable persons
gathered at the havan-yajna.
Dear God, while performing the
havan-yajna at the end of
chanting many mantras every
morning we have said the
words idam na mama which
means that this oblation we are
putting in the fire is not for my
benefit but to honor You and for
the welfare of all living things.
What good has been our effort
so far? Not much! It has been
a failure because saying the
words idam na mama have
been aritual, but in our personal
lives we continue to have deep
attachment to material goods
and prosperity. Moreover, we
consider ourselves to be the
owners and masters of the
material goods. Dear God, we
have, however, forgotten the
truth that actually You are the
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- Acharya Gyaneshwarya

Ultimate Master of all wealth
and material things, we are at
best its temporary custodians.
At our death all wealth will be
left behind we will not be able
to take it with us.

Dear God, You are called
Divyagne i.e. Divine Light
beacuse You help people ac-
quire bright qualities in their
lives. Dear God, while perform-
ing havan-yajna we have hun-
dreds of times put more kindling
in the havan kund to make the
fire more bright. What good
has been our effort so far? Not
much! It has been a failure be-
cause this has been a ritual, but
our minds are still selfish as
well as our moral values are
shallow and firmly established
in our minds. Moreover, we
have not yet made sufficient
effort to change our values to
virtuous values as well as to the
performance of virtuous deeds.

Dear God, You are called
Pavitragne i.e. Purifying Light
because those who follow
Your teachings and move away
from performing wrong or evil
deeds become pure and virtu-
ous in thoughts, words and
deeds. Also, he/she gradually
eliminates the influence of pre-
vious bad sanskars (root im-
pressions and memories of the
past in this life as well as pre-
vious lives), symbolically as if
he/she is burning away the bad
sanskars, like the physical fire
burns material things. Dear
God, while performing the
havan-yajna we have thou-
sands of times put oblations of
ghee to brighten the fire and
purify the environment. What
good has been our effort so
far? Not much! It has been a
failure because putting more
ghee in the havan kund has
been aritual, but we have start
yet not made much effort to
purify our personal lives by dis-
carding bad habits and adopt-
ing good virtuous habits to re-
place them.

Prarthana-16 To be continued
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