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VEDAS ON CULTURAL UNITY
AND SOCIAL PROCESSES

Arya Sanyasi Mahatma Gopal Swami Saraswati
Arya Vanaprasta Ashram, Arya Samaj, Noida

ULTURE AND CIVILISATION
C 'Culture' and 'Civilisation', I feel, are the
two confused and yet the most exploited
words in the modern world. We often call
a civilized person or community, a cultured
person or a cultured community and vice versa.
But it is not so. Just as, in a human being or in
any living entity, there is, union of body and soul
for life, despite the fact, that both body and soul
are different from each other. So in the case with
'civilisation' and 'culture'. Whatever progress or
advancement is for providing best materialistic
comforts for the bodies of human beings or for
the human society, that is all related to
'civilisation'. And whatever is done, or thought
of, to bring out the potentialities inherent in the
soul for perfect actualization, is the cultural
process. 'Culture' is more concerned with the
thinking, morality and the metaphysical side of
the persons and the society.

BHARTIYA SANSKRITI vs VEDIC
CULTURE : It has become a fashion these days
to talk in relation to Bharat of Bharitya
Sanskriti, because these days every nation has
its own brand of culture. As inhabitant of
Bharat, we do have in high esteem 'Bhartiya
Sanskriti' but rarely we try to find out the
sources and constituents of 'Bhartiya Sanskriti'.
Even political parties of Bharat talk of 'Bharitiya
Sanskriti', without analyzing, what is it, and
what does it mean? In making this statement,
lam fortified by the writing of (late) Vedamurti
Shripad Damodar Satvalekav, who, in his book
'Bhartiya Sanskriti' (in Marathi)has expressed
the same feelings. Ultimately he has proved that
'Bhartiya Sanskriti' is not the mixture of various
cults or isms (like Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism,
etc.).Our Sanskriti is based on Vedas which

constitute our remotest heritage. There is hardkc
any literature in India from the earliest times to
the age of Mahabharata, which is not pivoted
round the Vedas and which does not regard the
Vedas as a text of the Supreme Authority.

Our Sanskriti, therefore is Vedic. In my view,
Vedic culture can be equated with river Ganges
of Bharat. It is Ganges at Gomukha Glacier in
HImalyas, and it is Ganges at Bay of Bengal
where it meets with the ocean. It remains Ganges
from beginning to end, whether a mighty river
like Yamuna or any number of rivers or rivulets,
or drain/drainage systems, may merge with it
during the course of its flow. Vedas ate not only
meant for Bhartiya habitants they are for the
entire mankind on this planet and , therefore they
are global. They are valid in all times and
applicable to all without any distinction of caste,
creed, colour, race, nationality, etc. so only Vedic
culture based on Vedas has the potentiality of
dynamising human beings and their social life
not only Bharat but in the entire world. Millions
of year have passed, only this Vedic culture has
survived while most of the ancient cultures have
gone into oblivion. I must say, that only Vedic
culture is going to be the model in the future, not
only for Indian but to the whole world, if world
wants to flourish in proper directions. Therefore,
in this paper all culture aspects have been
discussed in the light of Vedas only.

VEDAS ON CULTURE AND
CIVILISATION : The Vedic world for 'culture'
is 'Sanskriti' and for 'civilisation' is Sabhyata'. '
Sanskriti' literally means the process of
purification and refinement, not outwardly- not of
outer appendages, but directly of inner essence. '
Sabhyata' is an abstract noun from Vedic words
'sabha’ meaning a gathering of individuals who
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prompt each other to shine. The world 'Sanskriti;
appears in (Yajurveda mantra 7/14).

Jiftoesied  3d el gdieied edTeues efear: e

o1 e efeplafdeaane & yerdi aeui fomits e ||

O God Som! May we be the preservers of
thy uninterrupted strength-giving and enriching
gift in the form of this culture. This culture
comprising (fm, gfren, @foren sfifd:), which is the
foremost of all bounteous cultures in the entire
world be the first choice of 'mitra' (friendly
people)and 'agni'(the enlightened leaders in the
society). As for the Sabha, it has been said-

o &1 ®ofl I &1 afifcl ofdad, o & ®ofl I fdotfal T va: |

ol g Haifea aereleur, eeud a7 faaifea &d 1|

That is not 'Sabha' where no body shines.
Nor is thst a 'Sabha' in which there shines only
one individual. The 'Sabha’ in real sense is that
where all shines together, one helping other to
shine. So also, in '"Vidur Niti' in Mhahbharata,
there is very good couplet-

P G e M P R R B e e T

o &t &l & o Wedifed, o aq dcd AeveeTaguad |

That is not 'Sabha' where elders are not
there. Elders are not elders if they do not speak
of 'dharma' which is devoid of absolute truth,
and that is not truth which is adulterated with
deceptivity. The underlying idea in the word
'Sabha' denotes the Vedic theme of 'Sabhyata’.

CULTURAL UNITY AND VEDAS : In
this Great World of the Great God, no two things
are equal. Even the five fingers in a man's hand are
not uniform. There is diversity everywhere in this
cosmos; but in this diversity there is also unity and
harmony. And that is why the whole cosmos is
called as 'Universe' and not multiverse. The
differently sized fingers are meant to make
harmonious working if the hand possible. If all
fingers were of uniform sized it would not have
been possible for me to hold the pen and write
even a single word. So diversity is for sake of
harmony. But harmony is a means and not an end-
the end is 'culture’. Vedas plead unity of culture in
all progress of life. Cultural unity, according to
Vedas is an abiding principle of life quite different
from a pact or contract which may be honoured or
dishonoured at will. According to Vedas, God has
ordained the universal unity if mankind by

providing same or similar places of drinking
water, same stores of food to be divided retably
with mutual accord, and putting all together
under the one and same yoke. At the centre of
this unity is God, and people are expected to
move just as the spokes of a wheel are united
with their axial nucleus. All must endeavour to
move together, sit together and talk together
with pious intentions and with equanimity in
minds and heart, giving due to elderly and wise.
Again it is only in Vedas that God decress "I
make your mind and hearts full of mutual
accord as well as free from mutual aversion.
You all should love each other as faithfully and
intensely, as a cow loves her new born child."

"Move together, speak together. Let you
minds know each other with the same accords,
with which the divine persons of yore understood
their roles and enjoyed their share." Let yours be
a common cause, common assembly, unite your
mind, thoughts and purpose, and, let there be
united your oblations for achieving your
common goals, targets and objectives." "Let and
the same be your resolve, let your mind and
hearts be full of accord. Let there be unity in your
agreements, because it is only through unity you
live and prosper together." The above are the
purports of few Veda mantras out of over 20,000,
quoted here to establish the fact that unity is the
bed rock of Vedic Culture, and it is through unity
that human society can bear and withstand
against all onslaughts, otherwise, divided, it is
doomed to fall down.

This culture unity of Vedas percolates down
below from the society to individual level by
directing the individual to have unity of 'head'
and 'heart’; to family level, by having unity of
husband and wife, unity of brother and sisters,
unity of sisters and sisters, sons and daughters
and unity of friends and friends, and so on.
Vedas repeatedly enjoin the mankind of unity
and side by side warn it about disadvantages of
disunity. "How can joy or sorrow overtake him,
who through wisdom perceives the unitary spirit
prevailing in all living beings." This rule serves
as the guiding principle for cultural unity of the
people at all level. 00
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