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The Myth of the Aryan Invansion of India

Vedic and late
Vedic texts also
contain interesting

By: David Frawley

astronomical lore.

he Vedic people were thought to have
been a fair-skinned race like
Europeans owing to the Vedic idea of a
war between light and darkness, and the
Vedic people being presented as children of
light or children of the sun. yet this idea of war
between light and darkness exists in most
ancient cultures, including the Persian and the
Egyptian. Why don’t we interpret their
scripture as a war between light and
darkskinned people? It is purely a poetic
metaphor, not a cultural statement. Moreover,
no real traces of such a race are found in India.
Anthropologists have observed that the present
population of Gujarat is composed of more or
less the same ethnic groups as are noticed at
Lothal on 2000BC. Similarly, the present
population of the Punjab is said to be ethnically
the same as the population of Harappa and
Rupar four thousand years ago. Linguistically
the present day population of Gujarat and
Punjab belongs to the Indo-Aryan language
speaking group. The only inference that can be
drawn from the anthropological and linguistic
evidences adduced above is that the Harappan
population in the Indus Valley and Gujarat in
2000BC was composed of two or more
groups, the more dominant among then having
very close ethnic affinities with the present day
Indo-Aryan speaking population of India.

In other words there is no racial evidence of
any such Indo-Aryan invasion of India but only
of a continuity if the same group of people who
traditionally considered themselves to be Aryan.
There are many points in fact that prove the
Vedic nature of the Indus Valley culture. Further
excavation has shown that the great majority of
the sites of the Indus Valley culture were east, not
west of Indus. In fact, the largest concentration if
sites appear in an area of Punjab and Rajasthan
near the dry banks of the ancient Saraswati and

(Rest on the Old edition) The Vedic calendar
was based upon
Drishadvati rivers. The astronomical
the Vedic culture was said sightings of the
to have been founded equinoxes and
by the sage Manu solstices.

between the banks of
the Saraswati and Drishadvati rivers. The
Saraswati is landed as the main river (naditama)
in the Rig Veda and is the most frequently
mentioned in the text. It is said to be Great flood
and to to be wide even endless in size. Saraswati
is said to be “pure in her course from the
mountains to the sea.” Hence the Vedic people
were well acquainted with this river and regarded
it as their immemorial homeland.

The Saraswati, as modern land studies now
reveal, was indeed one of the largest, if not the
largest river in India. In early ancient and pre-
historic times, it once drained the Sutlej,
Yamuna and the Ganges, whose courses were
much different than they are today. However,
the Saraswati river went dry by the end of the
Indus Valley culture and before the so-called
Aryan invasion or before 1500BC. In fact this
may have caused the ending of the Indus
culture. How could the Vedic Aryans know of
this river and establish their culture on its
banks if it dried up before they arrived? Indeed
the Saraswati as described in the Rig Veda
appears to more accurately show it as it was
prior to the Indus Valley culture as in the Indus
era it was already in decline. '

Vedic and late Vedic texts also contain
interesting astronomical lore. The Vedic
calendar was based upon astronomical sightings
of the equinoxes and solstices. Such texts as
Vedanga Jyotish speak of a time when the vernal .
equinox was in the middle of the Nakshatra -
aslesha (or about 23degree 20 minute cancer).
This gives a date of 1300BC. Many
Brahamanas, and the Yajur and Arthva Vedas
speak of the vernal equinox in the krittikas
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(Pleiades; early Taurus)and the summer solstice
(ayana) in megha (early Leo.) This gives a date
of about 2400BC. Yet earlier eras are mentioned
but these two have numerous reference to
substantiate them. They prove that the Vedic
culture existed at these periods and already had
a sophisticated system of astronomy. Such
references were merely ignores or pronounced
untelligible by western scholars because they
yielded to early a date for the Vedas than what
they presumed, not because such references did
not exist. Vedic texts like Shatapatha Brahmana
and Aitereya Bhramana of eleven Vedic kings,
including a number of figures of the Rig Veda,
said to have conquered the region of India from
“sea to sea.” Lands of the Aryans and mentioned
in them from Gandhara (Afghanistan)in the west
to Videha(Nepal) in the east, and south to
Vidharbha(Maharashtra). Hence the Vedic
people were in these regions by the Krittika
equinox or before 2400BC. These passages were
also ignored bt western scholars, and it was said
by them that the Vedas had no evidence of large
empires in India in Vedic times. Hence a pattern
of ignoring literary evidence or misinterpreting
them to suit the Aryan invasion idea became
prevalent, even to the point of charging the
meaning of Vedic words to suit this theory.
According to this theory, the Vedic people
were nomads in the Punjab, coming down from
Central Asia. However, the Rig Veda itself has
nearly a hundred references to ocean
(samudra), as well as dozens of references to
ships, and to rivers flowing into the sea. Vedic
ancestors like Manu, Turvasha, Yadu and
Bhujyu are flood figures, saved from across the
sea. The Vedic God of the sea, Varuna, is the
father of many Vedic seers and see families
like Vasishta, Agastya and the Bhrigu seers. To
preserve the Aryan invasion idea it was
assumed that the Vedic (and later Sanskrit)term
for ocean, samudra, originally did not mean the
ocean but any large body of water, especially
the Indus river in the Punjab. Here the clear
meaning of a term in the Rig Veda and later
times-verified by -rivers like Saraswati
mentioned by name as flowing into the sea-

was altered to make the Aryan invasion theory
fit. Yet if we look at the index to translation of
the Rig Veda by Griffith for example, who held
to this idea that samudra did not really mean
the ocean, we find seventy references to ocean
or sea. If samudra does not mean ocean why
was it still translated as such? It is therefore
without basis to locate Vedic kings in Central
Asia far from any ocean or from the massive
saraswati river, which form the background of
their land and the symbolism of their hymns.

One of the latest archeological ideas is that
the Vedic culture is evidenced by Painted Grey
Ware pottery in north India, which appears to
date around 1000BC and comes from the same
region between the Ganges and Yamuna as later
Vedic culture is related to. It is thought to be an
inferior grade of pottery and to be associated
with the use of iron that the Vedas are thought
to mention. However, it is associated with a pig
and rice culture, not the cow and barley culture
of the Vedas. Moreover it is now found to be an
organic development of indigenous pottery, not
an introduction of invaders. Painted Grey Ware
culture represents an indigenous cultural
development and does not reflect any cultural
intrusion from the West that is, an Indo-Aryan
invasion. Therefore, there is no archeological
evidence corroborating the fact of an Indo-
Aryan invasion. In addition, the Aryan in the
middle East, most notably the Hittites, have
now been found to have been in that region at
least as early as 2200 BC, wherein they are
already mentioned. Hence the idea of an Aryan
invasion into the Middle East has been pushed
back some centuries, though the evidence so far
is that the people of the mountains regions of
the Middle East were Indo-Europeans as far as
recorded history can prove.

The Aryan Kassites of the ancient Middle
East worshiped Vedic Gods like Surya an the
Maruts, as well as one named Himalaya. The
Aryan Hittites and Mittani signed a treaty wise
the name od the Vedic Gods Indra, Mitra
Varuna and Nasatyas around 1400BC. The
Hittites have a treatise on chariot racing written
in almost pure Sanskrit. 00
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