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Hello dear readers,

Now U can get updates and new issues of your beloved Vedic
Magazine BRAHMAPAN' by subscribing to our Facebook Page.

Search for '‘Brahmarpan’ group of Facebook and join us to em-

bark on Divine Vedic Path leading to spirtuality and knowledge.
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cayhas preceded it? It is really a matter of wonder, that ahuge %
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The Beginning of Dacay of Indian Culture

-Pt. Bahadur Mal
Up to the end of the Gupta period, the Indian culture remained
in its full bloom, expressing itself exuberantly in various ways; in
the great work of philosophy, art, drama, literature, science and
mathematics. It was during this period, that it overflowed into
and enriched the cultures of countries to the North-East and
South-East of India. But after the Gupta period, as we approach
the end of the first millenium A.D. we find a slakening of the |
sources of creative thinking. We do not come across any great
work of original thought in any department of literatury and cul- :
tural activity, except perhaps in the domain of art. This was due !
to the influence and'incentive provided by the foreign styles o
art, brought into India by Muslim invaders. In the South of India
the growth of culture continued much longer. As the result of
unsettled and chaotic conditions in North India, after the sev- :
enth century, many scholars and artists of the north migrated to :
the south, where they could carry on their work in a calm and
undisturbed atmosphere.
This decay and arrest of growth were due to a number of fac-
tors, India was subbed to foreign domination, a number of times
after the fall of the Mauryan dynasty. It regained its supremacy ¥:
under the Gupta rule, and rose to great heights of splendour
and power. But towards the end of the Gupta period, hordes of !
Huns entered India in successive waves of invasion. They were i
defeated ultimately by the combined armies of the last Gupta ¥:
monarch and a ruler of Central India, Yasovarma by name. Their ¥
oft-repeated and long-down-out conflicts made North India weak
and disintegrated; so that the Muslim conquerors, who came iX:
next, did not meet any great resistance at the hands of the |
divided and smaller kingdoms of India. Political subjection, ex- :
tending over a long period naturally led to cultural decay, espe- ik
cially when the rulers happened to be of narrow and bigoted :
mentality, making it difficult for the culture of the land to flourish E

unhindered. We find the process of rejuvenation reasserting
itself in the British period, but in the Muslim period there was not :
much scope for the free expression of Indian genius in religious, *:
philosophical and scientific fields. The problem of cultural and *:
racial survival became the all-important problem of the age.
"Why should political freedom be lost unless some kind of de- :




% country like India with its vast man power should have suc- :
{ cumbed to a handful of foreign invaders. Of course it is true, bk
& that nationalism is a recent development, even in the West, In i
% India it is only in the British period, that the people began to t

. think of themselves as a nation, and even after the country has
become free, a great vigilance has to be kept against all fis-
siparous and anti-national tendencies in the form of casteism, x
provincilalism and communalism. But, as a rule, there was no S
All-India feeling in old times, and kingdoms fell one after the $
other before the onslaught of tough invaders, without getting i
any assistance from: neighbouring rulers. i
But India had another source of weakness in its rigid and exclu- I
sive caste system. Even within the same State, it brought about
a lack of cohesion. The caste system gave stability to society, i
but begot political weakness. The social sense developed in ¥
the direction of the family or the caste, and was altogether lack-
ing in national consciousness, even within the borders of the f
same State. At the time of war only Kshatriyas fought. The rest ‘{l

of the people did not take part in flighting, or perhaps were not
allowed to do so. "They were prepared to welcome any king or
ruler or dynasty, Hindu or Muslim or Christian, provided they ;l

guaranteed ordered government and maintained the social lib-
erty of each caste or community. That explains the facility, with i
which foreigners conquered our country, and the apparent pas- i
sivity, with which most people accepted their rule. X
But there was another way also, in which caste system played a :l;
part in bringing about cultural decay. As the result of caste sys- X
tem, more than eighty percent of people, who formed the lower $
classes, were denied all advantages of education, and opportu- ¥
nities of cultural growth and even among the higher classes the %
Kshatriyas and Vaisyas, as a rule, were not much concerned with o
the creation and dissemination of culture. It was only the small #:
priviledge class of Brahmanas who acted 'as the custodians of
culture. Of course there must have been a few talented and cul-
tural people among the Kshatriya aristocracy, but the main-con- i:
tribution to cultural growth came from the Brahmana class.

To the ancient law-givers, it appeared the most natural thing,
that each person should do the work to which has was born, in i
the interest of social stability. The result was most disastrous, in :
so far as the large majority of the people at the bottom of the *
social ladder were concerned, who on account of the lack of E
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i
i culture and civilization. The Brahmana class, after the cultural §
effort of many centuries, was overcome by mental inertia and :
spiritual longuor, as there was no impetus or competition forth- ‘:
coming from the other classes. It generally found, that a par-
ticular class, after a certain period, loses originality and the urge ¥
for creation, and gets into a condition of rut and formalism. At
such a time, fresh vigour and creative effort are injected into
society by the members of the hitherto uncreative classes. In a §:
society, where there is no special restriction, whatsoever, on it
any member making his contribution to the fund of common cul-
ture the springs of originality and creativeness never dry up. In i
India the caste system made it impossible for the largest class i
of people to do any creative work except that of creating chil- :
dren. There is no wonder, therefore, it after a time, the cultural ;
achievements came to a standstill, and decay set in, in all de- i*:
partments of cultural life.
A third factor, which made for cultural decay was the degrada- |
tion of the position of women during, this period. In the Vedic :
age and long after that, we find many distinguished ladies mak-
ing rich contributions fo culture. Some ot them even composed *:
the Vedic hymns, but when-gradually early marriages were insti-
tuted, and the boon of education was taken away from women,
they were naturally disabled from taking part in cultural efforts. i
The child marriages, which became common during this period,
also contributed very much to the decay of culture. In spite of i
the injuctions of the law-givers to the contrary, the parents, in
the early centuries of the Christian era, went on marrying their $
daughters at the age of puberty. But by the end of the Gupta
period, infant marriages became common. The result was that i
boys and girls began to engage in sexual activity, as soon as, if :
not before they attained the age of puberty, girls in most cases
becoming mothers at the age of twelve or thirteen years, and
giving birth to weak and puny children. %!
This premature sexual activity naturally had a most pernicious i
influence on physical and mental heath. In this connection, the :
findings of Dr. J.D. Unwin in his monumental work, "Sex and %
Culture" should be of the greatest interest. As the result of his %
extensive researches carried on among peoples at different lev- :
els of culture of many years, he arrived at certain conclusions :
which, in the light of the wealth of detail on which they are
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% founded, many be regarded as pracllcally certaln and incontro- %
¥ vertible. ol
. His most important conclusion is, that societies, which do not i
: observe pre-nuptial chastity, and among whom opportunities :
% for sexual indulgence are the greatest afer marriage, are al-
: ways found without any exhibition of physical or mental energy. ix:
i "Neither mental nor social energy can be manifested”, says Dr. i
{ Unwin "except under certain conditions. These conditions arise i
when sexual opportunity is reduced to a minimum." Even in the |
: same society, the group or community in which the greatest
i restraint is imposed upon sex, always displays the greatest en- 3:
i ergy and dominates the other groups. Agggressiveness and :
¥ energetic behaviour are the characteristics of those communi- :
i ties, in which there is a check on prenuptial sex indulgence and :
. restriction on post-nuptial sexual opportunity by means of strict :
monogamy. "Some times", says Dr. Unwin "aman has been heard %!
i to declare, that he wants both to enjoy the advantages of high i
i culture and to abolish compulsory continence. The inherent
nature of human organism, however, seems to be such that
¥ these desires are incompatible, even contradictory. Any human
i society is free to choose, either to display great energy or to
i enjoy sexual freedom : the evidence is, that it cannot do both
¥ for more than one generation." %
¥ There is no reason to doubt, in the light of the scientific findings
i of Dr. J.D. Unwin, that the institution of early marriages amongst i
Hindus was an important factor leading to an all-round decay in i:
£ Indian society. of
& The condition of decay continued throughout the medieval pe-
: riod. In that period, a number of saints appeared on the Indian :
. horizon, who preached sentimental devotionalism, and the doc- :
% trine of renunciation, as a sort of escape from the unhappy
i condition, brought about by the Muslim rule. We also find these
{ saints, most probably under the influence of Islam, preaching :
against caste system and distinctions of high and low, and a
& number of other reforms, but their work did not appear to have
i any great influence, and so, when we come to the modern times,
we find Hindu society more or less just as it was towards the
end of the first millennium of Christian era.
A Story of Indian Culture
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O learned teachers and men of justice! you go slow like a cow or
fast like a horse whichever is fair to you but go on the path of truth.

You go on the 3gath of welfare of the people. We should also follow
the same patﬁ(Ya;urveda 29-81) '
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