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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

Swamiji happens to be present in the Samaj at the
time, the member present requested him to give his
opiniom on some points. He replied that he had no right
to do so, as he was not a member of the Antaranga Sabha.
And he never gave his opinion till he had been elected a
member of the Executive Committee. All these

anecdotes contain the most valuable lessons for the Arya
Samaj. Gurudom in course of time becomes as bad as 'idol-worship' which
Swamiji so emphatically denounced and a seer as he was, he perceived real
danger in allowing himself to be deified. History tells us societies based on
adoration of persons fall a prey to mental thraldom which leads to moral,

intellectual as well as spiritual emasculation.

Swamiji paid visits to other important towns of the Punjab, namely,
Amritsar, Jullundur, Ferozapur, Rawalpindi, Jhelum, Gujrat, Wazirabad,
Gujranwala and Multan. In all, he devoted more than a year and a half to his
work in Punjab. Somehow Swamiji had found a better soil for sowing the
seeds of his mission. In spite of his strenuous effort to propagate Vedic truths
in U.P., Bengal and Bombay, the general populace seemed non-chalant, and
much success did not seem to attend his work. Here the case was different, his
ideas seemed to take root in the minds of people. There were reasons behind
this phenomenon. The Hindus of the Punjab have suffered rigorous of
frequent invasions the most, and are ever ready to rally round a leader who
can take them out of the stupor of depression and defeatism, remind them of
their race and tell them that there is still hope for them. Moreover, the
conservatism and defeatism remind them of their race and tell them that there
is still hope for them. Moreover, the conservatism and ignorance in which the
whole of India was steeped during Muslim rule had received a rude shaking at
the hands of guru Nanak and his successors in Punjab. They had tried to turn
people from stocks and stoned towards the worship of the living, loving God,
had shown the futility of ceremonial observances to achieve salvation, and
had liberated the Hindus from that fatal feeling of inferiority which was
eating into the vitals of society. With acquisition of power by the Sikhs, Came
corruption and exhaustion, and the followers of the Gurus went back to the
observances from which their forefathers had been weaned. It was at such a

) moment that our hero dawned in this land of Five Rivers, a stagnant pool

spread over with a thick layer of dirty green scum. He tried to remove it, let in
upon it the light which he symbolized. Some preferred to sleep on, but many
flocked to catch a spark of the light that was his.In july, 1878, Swamiji left the
Punjab for the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, In the course of this tour
he visited Roorkee, Aligarh, Meerut, Delhi, Ajmer, Dehradoon, Moradabad,
Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Farrukhabad, Mirzapur, Banaras and Agra. He saw
an Arya Samaj established at each of these places to carry on the mission
which he had started. It was now the wish of the Swami to make the states of
Rajputana his sphere of work. The rulers of these states were Hindu by faith
and in their veins flowed the blood of Rajputs who had held aloft the banner
of Vedic Dharma against overwhelming odds. Here was a land consecrated
by the blood of martyrs, which might prove a better soil than the Punjab even.
Even if one of the potentates of these states become a sincere follower of his,
what could be not do with the wealth and power at his, what could he not do
with the wealth and power at command, and if some of them gave up the
immoral, undignified and idle life they were leading, and began to look after
the welfare of their subjects in right earnest, what immeasurable good they
could do to the people entrusted to their care?

On the 10th of March, 1881, he left Agra for Bharatpur, where he
stayed for a fortnight lecturing and preaching during the period of stay, there
after he left for jaipur, where mor than a month was spent. Leaving Jaipur he
reached Ajmer, where he delivered as many as 37 lectures during the course
of a month and a half. Paying short visits to Massoda and Rajpura, Swamiji
reached Chittaurgarh late in October, 1881. The Maharana was greatly struck
by Swamiji's personality and eloquence. The latter addressed him and his
chiefs for some time on the art of Government, particularly emphasising the
fact that all the officers to whom the welfare of the state is entrusted should be

dels of purit d d duct.
models orpurity and good conduc To be continued...
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