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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Pt. Guru Dutt ji

Continue From Last issue

It was of such parents that Guru
Dutt was born. At first he was given
the name of Mula. But when he was
taken to his guru, he called him
Bairagi. This was rather a peculiar
name. But it seems the guru
understood the child better than
other people. He could see, even at
that early age, that Gum Dutt cared
little for worldly things. He showed
signs of becoming a recluse.

When the boy was twelve years
old he was taken to Hardwar. There
another Brahmin called him by the
name ofGuran Ditta, which means
that he was the gift of a guru. After
some time he came to be known as
Guru Dutt, which meant the same
thing.

When Guru Dutt was five years
old his education was taken in hand
by his father. He did not send him to
school but taught him at home. This
was because he believed that the
teachers in the Primary Schools
were not quite competent. They beat
and punished students, which
seemed wrong to the father. He, on
the other hand, thought that children
should be made to learn without
being punished. He thought that they
should be given presents and
sweets in order to encourage them
to learn.

Guru Dutt learnt things very
quickly. He mastered the Urdu
alphabet in a very short time. Then
he read Persian. In Mathematics he
took a special interest. He could do
mentally even the most difficult
questions of multiplication and
division. It is said that he never
required a slate or pencil and paper
for solving such questions. In order
to teach him English his father

....... while his class-fellows read only their textbooks, he read other books also.
One of these books awakened in him his deep spiritual nature. After reading it, he
began to repeat certain words which have a spiritual meaning. He also learnt how to
control his breath. One day his mother saw him doing this. She felt annoyed and asked
him to give it up. But he replied, “Dear mother, look at the sky. The moon is shining
there and the stars are twinkling. Then look around on earth. You find beautiful, green
trees every where. Among their branches small birds sing their del ightful songs.
Don’t you think there is someone who made all these things? It is to find Him that I am
making efforts. Please do not feel annoyed with me. Father has said to me many times
that we should all seek God. Why not let me try in my own way?” This was the

beginning ofhis spiritual life.......

himselflearnt the language. Even in
this the boy did well.

At the age of eight the boy was
admitted into a school at Jhang.
There he made remarkable
progress in his studies in a short
time. He read the most difficult books
in Persian without much trouble. He
was also able to quote from memory
a large number of couplets from
these books. After a few years he
passed the Middle School
Examination from this school.

But his education at school was
nothing compared with his training
at Home. His father always kept him
away from bad company. He never
allowed him to mix with evil-minded
boys. He also took care that he
should eat the right sort of food and
have proper exercise. He drank plenty
of milk. But he conceived a dislike
for meat even at an early age, and
would not take it even when asked
by his father. Soon Guru Dutt grew
up into a very fine lad.

But while his class-fellows read
only their textbooks, he read other
books also. One of these books
awakened in him his deep spiritual
nature. After reading it, he began to
repeat certain words which have a
spiritual meaning. He also learnt
how to control his breath. One day
his mother saw him doing this. She

felt annoyed and asked him to give
it up. But he replied, “Dear mother,
look at the sky. The moon is shining
there and the stars are twinkling.
Then look around on earth. You find
beautiful, green trees every where.
Among their branches small birds
sing their del ightful songs. Don’t you
think there is someone who made
all these things? It is to find Him that
I am making efforts. Please do not
feel annoyed with me. Father has
said to me many times that we
should all seek God. Why not let me
try in my own way?” This was the
beginning ofhis spiritual life.

But when Guru Dutt joined the
Government High School, Multan,
his faith in God began to wane.
Some say that this was due to the
study of scientific books. Others
believe that it was the result of his
study of other books. But it is a fact
that for some time he professed
atheism. A little later, however, he
came under the influence ofthe Arya
Samaj. He attended its meetings
regularly and read some of
thebooks published by it. The result
was that he joined the Arya Samaj in
1880. He then came to believe in
God once again.

At Multan, Guru Dutt impressed
everybody with his learning. He was
a very well-read boy and his memory

was wonderful. Once a gentleman
repeated more than a hundred
names which had no connection
with one another. Guru dutt was able
to repeat them again in the same

order. His memory was further
strengthened by his wide studies.
Not only did he read every book in
his town library, but he read most of
the books in the town library as well.

He knew a great deal of
Persian. He also mastered the
Ashtadhyayi, the most difficult of
books on Sanskrit grammar. He
knew Arabic. He was quite good at
English and was able to read
through the works of Milton,
Shakespeare and Cowper. Besides
these, he had a knowledge of Logic,
Philosophy and Physics. It was no
wonder that he was the fifth on the
list of successful candidates in the
Entrance Examination.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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