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Itis, however, a pity that Pt. Guru
Dutt did not pay much attention to
his health. Nature had given him god
physical powers, but he did not pay
proper attention to them. He was so
irregular in his habits that he soon
fell a prey to consumption. This
caused his death at a very early age.’

The greatest service that Pt.
Guru Dutt did to the Arya Samaj was
to create an interest in the study ofthe
Vedas.lt was his beliefthat only by
studying the Vedas could India be-
come great. It is to be regretted that
since his death the Arya Samaj has
not been paying as much attention
to this matter as it deserves.

SOME SALIENT FEATURES OF
GURU DUTI”S LIFE

To start with, his name GURU
DUTT has an interesting back-
ground. At first, his name was MULA,
Later, his guru called him VAIRAGI.
Both these names have spiritual link-
age. MULA is derived from MOOL
which means, the base, the origin
VAIRAGI indicates non-attachment or
disinterest in worldly temptations
etc. After a couple of years, his name
was changed to GURAN DITTA,
which means, given by or the gift of
the guru. This name was further
modi fied as GURU DUTT, which
also means the same thing, as the
previous name, but is its refined ver-
sion. This name stick to him through-
out life.

As he grew up, two more ad-
juncts were added to his name.
These were PANDIT and
VIDYARATHI. With the passage
oftime, as he acquired considerable
knowledge, he was called PANDIT
which means a man of great knowl-
edge. In all humility, he called him-
self VIDYARATHI which means a stu-
dent. Thus in full measure he was
known as PANDITGURU DUIT
VIDYARATHI. Thus he was a gift
ofthe gave, a man of great knowl-
edge and wisdom and still a student,
a learner ever.

From his very childhood, he had
a spiritual up bringing. His father
kept him away from evil company
and gave him right training and edu-
cation at home. He was also given
right food and proper exercise. He
drank lot of milk and did not like meat
and would not talent even when his
father insisted. Thus, he grew up into
fine boy with spiritual leanings.

Guru Dutt was a quick learner.
Besides his text books, he read lot
of other books, he read lot of other
books which awakened spirituality
in him. He also learnt how to control
breath. This was the start of his spiri-
tual life.

Besides being a voracious
reader, he learnt several languages
which included urdu, Persian, Hindi,
Sanskrit and English. He improved
everybody with his knowledge. He
had a wonderful memory. As a re-
sult of some reading, he professed
atheism for sometime. But he de-
veloped firm faith in God, as he came
under the influence ofArya Samaj.

Guru Dutt had the advantage of
the company of Mahatma Hans Raj,
Lajpat Rai, and some more good
people who became very famous in
their life. While in college, his class-
mates and professors likedhim very
much and they admired him as an
extraordinary youngman. He im-
posed all with his ability and good
conduct.
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When Swami Dayanand, the
founder of Arya Samaj fell ill seriously,
Guru Dutt went to Ajmer and served
swamiji with great devotion of a wor-
thy son. He was with swamiji at the
time of his death.

This proved to be a turning point
of his life when he imbibed from faith
in God and resolved to work for Arya
Samaj.

Guru Dutt was an untiring
worker. He kept busy from morning
till evening and never wasted time.
He gave active support for the estab-
lishment of D.A.V. College and
played a great role for the work of
Arya Samaj and Provincial Repre-
sentative Assembly. His devotion
and dedication for the work of Arya
Samaj was marvellous indeed. He
read a lot he wrote a lot he travelled
a lot, he lectured a lot and worked a
lot to spread the message of Arya
Samaj. In fact he sacrificed greater
part of his short lived life for Arya
Samaj.

Guru Dutt was a very impres-
sive speaker. He was backed by
great moral courage and fearless-
ness. He spoke with great intensity,
enthusiasm, conviction, honesty
and faith. People listened to him with
great respect and undivided atten-
tion. He could deliver lectures in
Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit and English as
well.

As Guru Dutt was a person of
great ability, integrity learning and
knowledge, he could have easily got
a lucrative job in Govt. service. He
could also adopt some other popu-
lar profession. But he did not do-so.
Hedid not care for wealth, name and
fame, status etc. He devoted his life
for the service of society and man-
kind. This was indeed an act of great
sacrifice.

Guru Dutt was a person of great
character. He was honest, straight
forward, truthful, patriotic, spiritual
and much more. His mind was pure
and thoughts noble and conduct ex-
ceptional. Above all, he practised
what he preached to others. He was
against all sorts offalsehood. He was
prepare to sacrifice his own life and
future for the good of country. He put
great emphasis upon Brahmachar-
ya which he practised himself.

Guru Dutt wanted to he a yogi.
He showed great interest in learn-
ing yoga and tried to learn about it
from all possible sources. He was
found ofmeetting sadhus and at-
tending meetings, lectures and read
books in order to acquire knowledge
of yoga. Unfortunately, he could not
fulfil his wishoecause of his other
activities and engagements.

He was a proficient writer as
well. Inspite ofhis very busy life. He
found time to write many books. He
wrote a large number of articles in
English weekly AryaPatrika. In his
writings he explained the wisdom
ofthe Vedas and the Upanishad.

Guru Dutt possessed a simple,
loving nature and a pleasing
behaviour. He showered love and
affection on his colleagues and
companions. He did not believe in

formalities and that is why lot of visi-
tors came to his house to meet and
listen to him. He never felt any false
pride in his ability and honour given
to him by his admirers. He was never
aggressive. At his young age, he was
very fond of exercise and walking.
He was also interested in gymnas-
tics and cricket. He was fond of clean-
liness and took bath with cold water,
twice daily. He had great power of
endurance and heat, cold did not
bother him. In his childhood he pos-
sessed a robust health which dete-
riorated later on.

With so many qual ities of head
and heart, Guru Dutt was indeed an
extraordinary personal ity. However
as the sun the source of brightest
light also gets eclipsed and comes
under darkness the shining life of
Guru Dutt was also darkened by
some drawbacks. He was very ir-
regular in some of his habits. He had
fixed time for doing some things. He
had no fixed time for taking food,
doing exercise and even for sleep.
He was also very careless about his
food. Once he continued taking milk
and biscuits for two months. He was
also careless about his dress. He
wore clothes only for the protection
of his body and never for show.
Some people thoughts that this
dress was classy but this did not
bother him. The most of all, he did
not pay much attention to his health
needs. In his search for yoga, he
began to practise several austerities.
In these circumstances, his health
began to deteriorate and he suffered
from bad cold and attacks of cough-
ing besides fever. In spite of his con-
tinuing ill health, he spent much time
to serve the came of Arya Samaj, ever

at the cost ofhis health. After some-
time he fell seriously ill and fell a
victim to a nasty incurable disease,
which took his life.

of 26. His brieflife and its multifari-
ous activities indicate that he had
determined to dedicate his life for
the service of humanity. The means
that he adopted to fulfil this’ noble
cause, was the spread of pure
knowledge ofVedas. He laid great
emphasis upon the correct interpre-
tation ofVedic knowledge and its ef-
fective propagation. While working
for Arya Samaj, his mission was to
create an interest in the study of the
Vedas in order to receive the ancient
glory ofIndia. This was his greatest
services to the AryaSamaj.

such a young age. Someone has

paid to him who was one of the rar-
est among that leaders of Arya
Samaj.

Guru Dutt died at the young age

It is indeed extremely sad and
most unfortunate that an extraordi-
nary gifted young man lost his life at

rightly said that ‘Excepting swami
Dayanand, no member of the Arya
Samaj has been so able and
learned as Pt. Guru Dutt Vidyarthy.
‘This is perhaps the greatest tribute

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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