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Continue From Last issue

On reaching the new place Lekh Ram
found that the Mohammadans there were very
hostile to him. But he did not mind this. Nor
did he hide his love for the Arya Samaj. He
drew a flag on the office copy of the Indian Penal
Code. On it he wrote the word Om, the sacred
word for the Aryans. At the same time, he
expressed a wish that the Vedic religion should
spread all over the world.

It was at this place that he learnt that the
Peshawar Arya Samaj had decided not to
publish The Dharmupdesh. He tried to persuade
them to change their mind. But it was of no
avail. However, he continued to write for other
papers.

In the end, he made up his mind to give up
his job in the Police. He therefore submitted
his resignation. His English officers asked him
to take it back. But he would not change his
mind. His resignation was accepted on the 30th
September, 1884, and he became free from the
responsibilities and cares of his position.

He was now free to devote himself entirely
to the work ofthe Arya Samaj. He found,
however, that there were some Arya Samajists
who did not live up to their faith. For such people
he had no sympathy. He wanted them either
to reform or resign the membership of the Arya
Samaj. It is said that on one occasion one such
person was proposed for the presidentship of
the Peshawar Arya Samaj. Pt. Lekh Ram
opposed his election, even though he was a
very rich man.

Pt. Lekh Ram now divided his time between
writing books and delivering lectures. He was
especially interested in Islam. He wrote many
books about it. About that time a new
Mohammadan sect came into being. It was
known as the Ahmediya sect of Qadian. Its
founder was Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, who
claimed to be a prophet. He said that he was
the last ofthe line of the prophets. He therefore
asked the Hindus, the Mohammadans and the
Christians to follow him. He also wrote a book
in four parts. In the fourth part he severely
criticized theArya Samaj. No sooner did Pt.
Lekh Ram read it than he felt indignant. There
and then he made up his mind to write a
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Makers of the Arya Samaj : Pt. Lekh Ram Ji

..... Lekh Ram was born in 1858 at Syadpur.
All were pleased at his birth, but none was
happier than his father, Tara Singh. Even as a
boy Lekh Ram appeared to be very intelligent.
His parents had high hopes about him. When
he was five years old he was sent to the village
school. There he was taught Urdu and Persian.
At that time Urdu and Persian were the
languages ofthe court. Lekh Ram’s parents
were anxious for him to get a Government
position. This was but natural, for in those days
even a petty Government position was thought
to be more important than any other. ........

crushing reply to this book. So he spent some
time on it and wrote the first part. But he was
too busy to get it published. Nevertheless, the
book passedfrom one person to another in
manuscript. Thus many persons came to read
it even before it had been published.

Pt. Lekh Ram then learnt that two Hindus
were going to be converted to Islam through
the influence ofMirza Ghulam Ahmed. One of
these persons belonged to Jammu, the other
belonged to Muzatfarnagar. The Pandit went
to these places and saw both these persons
himself. He had long talks with them on religious
matters. In the end, he succeeded in persuading
them not to give up their faith.

He also took in hand two other things at
this time. He did this under instructions from
Swami Dayanand himself. One was that he
should get the memorial for the protection of
the cow signed by as many persons as
possible. The other was that a memorial should
be sent to the Government to permit the
teaching ofHindi in schools. Some time after
this Swami Dayanand died. Lekh Ram naturally
felt sad at his death. But he also realized that
he should redouble his efforts for the success
of his master's mission.

For many years after this Pt. Lekh Ram
continued to move from one place to another
to spread the message of the Arya Samaj. He
first visited Rawalpindi. There he delivered a
lecture on the occasion of the anniversary
oftheArya Samaj. Since he was not as yet a
practised speaker he wrote out what he had to
say. The subject of his lecture was very
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interesting. He said that the Vedic religion was
a world religion. To prove his point he cited
many examples. All these showed the extent
of his learning as well as his faith in his own
mission.

From Rawalpindi he went to Gurdaspur.
There he threw out a Challenge to Mirza Ghulam
ahmed to have a discussion with him on
religious matters. But the did not receive a
reply. He then delivered some very stirring
speeches, in which he tried to show the
superiority of the Vedic religion over some other
religions.

In the same way, he visited Amritsar,
Lahore and Peshawar, wherever he went he
made it a point to expose the new Qadian sect.
He also wrote many letters to Mirza Ghulam
Ahmed asking him to have a discussion with
him. To one of his letters Mirza Sahib replied,
“l do not want to discuss things with ordinary
persons. If any influential member oflhe
AryaSamaj wants to have any discussion with
me, he . is welcome.” But even this did not
dishearten Pt. Lekh Ram. He still went on
writing to his opponent. To one of his letters he
at last got the following reply, “Qadian is not
far off. You can come here and settle matters
personally.”

At this Pt. Lekh Ram went to Qadian.
There he met Mirza Sahib quite a number of
times. At all these meetings heated discussions
took , place between the two. But these led to
nothing. Only one good thing came of them.
Some of the Hindu followers of Mirza Sahib left
his fold.

By this time Lekh Ram had established a
reputation as a fearless, courageous and able
speaker. He was, therefore, in great demand.
When Mirza Ghulam Ahmed went to
Hoshiarpur, Pt. Lekh Ram was sent for. There
a very heated discussion took place, which
lasted for many hours. This gave Mirza Sahib
an opportunity for publishing another book
against the Arya Samaj. To this Pt. Lekh Ram
wrote a spirited reply. In addition he wrote many
short pamphlets exposing the non- Vedic
religions and sects.

That Pt. Lekh Ram stood very high in the
estimation ofthe Arya Samajists is proved by
many things. Itis sufficient to refer to one such
testimony. TheArya Patrika, an English
weekly, wrote at that time, “Pt. Lekh Ram is
one of the noblest members ofthe Lahore Arya
Samaj. He has dedicated himselfto the work
oftheArya Samaj. He is one of the finest
scholars of Arabic and Persian.

To be continued......
With thanks By:
"Makers of Arya Samaj”
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