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After saying this Swami Dayanand left. Then
he went to Badri Nath, a place of pilgrimage for
the Hindus. He did not stay long atthis place. He
then wandered along the banks of the river Alakh
Nanda, even thought it was not an easy thing to
do. It was terribly cold there, and also very
dangerous. Beasts of prey prowled everywhere
and nothing could be had to eat. At one place the
cold was so severe that Swami Dayanand fell
down senseless but his life was saved by some
kind hearted hill-men. These people took him to
their cottage and looked after him till he became
quite well again.

Swami Dayanand was an untiring wanderer.
He loved to see new places and new men, and
was at home everywhere. But the main purpose
of his wanderings was to find a person who could
show him the path to truth. As soon as he got
well, he set out on his travels again. He went to
Ram Pur where he met a sadhu named Ram Giri.
He had long conversations with him, but even
these did not satisfy him. So he left for Kashi Pur,
but he did not stay there, and moved on to another
place.

On his way to this place he fell a prey to
doubts and melancholy. “What is the goal of life?”
he asked himself. “Why is man born? Here am |
doing nothing useful. | have suffered many
hardships, but these have led to nothing. | have
not yet got what | want. Why should failure and
disappointment be my lot? It is better that 1
should now put an end to this miserable life of
mine.” But he felt that it was cowardly to die by
one’s own hands. “Man should face life’s trials
and disappointments manfully and not be
frightened by them,” he said to himself. “It is better
to die in pursuit of one’s object than to die in
despair” So once more he steeled his

...... He was very much interested in yoga or the
science of holding one’s breath, because it gives one
perfect control over one’s body and mind. During all
these journeys Swami Dayanand had only one object in
view. It was to find a guru who could teach him how to
overcome death and to find God. But he knew this was

not an easy thing to do. Still he persevered. Knowing |
that in the places sacred to the Hindus lived some holy |

persons he went there. Yet nowhere could he find a
saint or a holy man. Thus he visited holy places like
Hardwar, Rishikesh, Rudra Pryag, and Gupt Kashi. But
nowhere did he come across a single person who could
settle his doubts.......

some book; and in this respect his interests were
many. He even studied a book on physiology. It
contained an account of the human body, its
limbs, muscles and arteries. To him it appeared
as if the account was not based on truth. But he
did not like to form his opinion till he had tested
for himselfwhatever he had read.

After this Swami Dayanand visited Kanpur
and Allahabad, two famous cities in the United
Provinces. Then he made up his mind to see the
source of the river Narmada. He hoped he would
be able to find some yogis there. For many months
he wandered along the banks of this river, but
nowhere did he come across a holy man. Still he
did not give up hope.

These were the most difficult years in the life
of Swami Dayanand. He had to bear cold and
hunger and had to pass sleepless nights. Many a
time he had no place of shelter, and very often
his life was in danger. He had no companion
during these travels, but was all alone. Still he
endured all these hardships simply because he
wanted to find a guru who would teach him true
wisdom and right
conduct. It may be
asked, What is the

28 57, 2021 ¥ 4 J[eTTE, 2021

foot an had seen many places, but he had not
found anybody who could act as his true guide in
life. This should not make us think that all these
years had been altogether wasted. Swami
Dayanand had hardened his body during these
travels so thathe could now stand cold and
hungeras none else could. He had also acquired
the capacity to suffer, to face disappointments
and to put up with failures. He had also made
use of his leisure these travels had done to his
body, mind and soul, was immense.

To be continued......
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