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The Man

Swami Dayanand was a Brahmchari, that is
to say, he kept up his vow of celibacy throughout
his life. He derived all his strength and courage
from it. There is a story which proves this. Swami
Dayanand was once staying at Mirzapur in the
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. One day he
went out for a walk in the company of some people.
He was walking along a narrow pathway, when
he saw a very big bull running towards him. The
bull seemed to be in a fury, for his eyes shot fire
and his tail was in the air. No sooner did Swami
Dayanand's companions see this than they ran
for their lives. But Swami Dayanand was not
afraid. He stood there, calm and firm. To the great
surprise of everybody, the bull never made for
Swami Dayanand, but went off in a different
direction.

When all was over, one of his companions
said to him, “Sir you ran a great deal of risk in
doing that. What would have happened if the bull
had tried to toss you with its horns." Swami
Dayanand smiled when he heard this and said in
a tone of unconcern, “The bull would not have
done any harm to me. | would have driven it away
with the strength of my arms." These were noidle
words. They were quite true. Swami Dayanand
possessed a great deal of strength and was very
confident of it. This was due to his vow of
celibacy. This was not an easy thing for him to
do. But Swami Dayanand held nothing dearer in
his life than this.

Swami Dayanand never used his strength for
doing harm to others. He used it always for their
good. His strength was equalled only byhis mercy.
None could be more kind and compassionate than
he. It has already been shown how mercifully he
treated his cook who had poisoned him. He did
the same in the case of an other man also.
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....... Swami Dayanand forgave his enemies.
Once he was in Bombay delivering lectures on the
Vedic religion. In some of these he tried to expose
the leaders of other creeds. One of these was
Ballabhacharya, a religious leader. This was much
resented by his followers. Some of them went so far
as to make plans about effecting his death. They
bribed his servant. They even gave him a letter in
writing which said that ifhe succeeded in killing
Swami Dayanand, he would receive a reward of
one thousand rupees. To begin with, they gave him

five rupees in cash and five seers of sweets. .....
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He went to Swami Dayanand and offered him
his best regards. He even touched his feet and
expressed to him his deep gratitude for what he
had been doing or his people. Then, as a token of
his sincerity and goodwill, he gave him a betel-
leaf. Swamiji took it and began to chew it without
knowing that it contained poison. But very soon
he realized, on account of its peculiar taste, that
it contained poison. He at once spat it out.
Afterwards he performed certain yogic exercises
to get over its evil effects. He then became quite
well again.

But the Brahmin was arrested and thrown
into prison. This was done by an officer who was
a great admirer of Swami Dayanand. He succeeded
in arresting the criminal only after much trouble.
He thought that by doing so he would win the
favour of Swami Dayanand. But when he went to
see him, Swami Dayanand was very cold towards
him. He could not understand this and asked him
the reason. Swami Dayanand said, “I can never
forgive you for getting a poor Brahmin into
trouble. You should not have thrown him into
prison, but should have let him off. Remember

other creeds. One of these was Ballabhacharya,
a religious leader. This was much resented by
his followers. Some of them went so far as to
make plans about effecting his death. They bribed
his servant. They even gave him a letter in writing
which said that ifhe succeeded in killing Swami
Dayanand, he would receive a reward of one
thousand rupees. To begin with, they gave him
five rupees in cash and five seers of sweets.
Swami Dayanand somehow learnt of this. He
at once sent for the servant and demanded from
him the whole truth. The poor fellow began to
tremble with fear. Then he fell at the feet of Swami
Dayanand and told him the whole truth.

To be continued......
With thanks By: "Makers of Arya Samaj”
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This man was a very poor Brahmin of Anoop
Shahar. When Swami Dayanand went there he
delivered a number of lectures. Many of these
were against some of the most cherished beliefs
of the orthodox Brahmins, such as idol-worship.
His lectures, therefore, produced much ill-will
against him in their hearts. Some of them planned
to poison him and they chose this man to effect
their purpose.

But this was not
the only time when
Swami Dayanand
forgave his enemies.
Once he was in Bombay
delivering lectures on
the Vedic religion. In
some of these he tried
to expose the leaders of
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