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Rgveda 1, 90, 9 : Taittiriya Upanishad : Shanti Path

Mayest Thou (AUM) O God, Who art (Mitra), Friend of all, (Varuna) Holi-
est of all, and (Aryama) Controller of the Universe, be merciful unto us.
thou (/ndra) O Lord Almighty, (Brihaspati) the Lord of the Universe, the support
of all, endow us with knowledge and power. Mayest thou (Vishnu) O Omnipres-
ent and (Urukrama) Omnipotent Being, shower Thy blessings all around us.

Mayest
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From the Chief Editor’s Desk

Thought of the week

sees to |t thét every on_ lhgency
is provided for in detail.

Han Fei

Duties and Qualifications of Rulers

Dr Oudaye Narain Gangoo, GOSK, Arya Ratna

Al the teachings of Maharshi Daya-
nanda Saraswati are based on the Vedas and
the scriptures written by sages and seers. He
states, “My conception of God and all other
objects in the universe is founded on the
teachings of Veda and other true shastras,
and in conformity with the beliefs of all sag-

es, from Brahma down to Jai-
mini.” (Satyarthaprakasha — A statement of
my beliefs)

In chapter six of the Satyarthapra-
kasha, besides quoting from the Rigveda,
Yajurveda and Atharvaveda, Maharshi Da-
yananda has profusely quoted from the
‘Manusmriti’ to deal with the science of
government.

At the very outset of this chapter, he
quotes a verse from the Manusmriti whose
meaning reads, “Let a Kshatriya, whose
knowledge, culture and piety are perfect
govern the country with perfect jus-
tice.” (Manusmriti 7/3)

Manu was the first law-giver of an-
cient India. According to him, human be-
ings are divided into four classes, due to
their knowledge, ability and merits. A
‘Kshatriya’ is he who is well-versed in the
science of government, brave, fearless and
ready to give up his life for the protection of
his motherland. He states that one who
lacks the knowledge of political science,
bravery, fearlessness, justice and piety is not
fit to be chosen as a ruler.

Nowadays, in almost all countries of
the world the heads of parliament are either
Prime Ministers or Presidents. In olden
times the heads of states were kings. Their
kingdoms were regarded as ideals where
existed the rule of law.

The Real King

Emphasizing on the importance of
law and order, Manu states, “the law alone is
the real king, the disciplinarian. The Law
alone is the true Governor that maintains

order among the people. The Law alone
is their protector. The Law keeps awake
whilst all the people are fast asleep. The
wise, therefore, look upon the Law alone
as Dharma or Right. When rightly ad-
ministered the Law makes all men happy
but when administered wrongly, 1.e.,
without due regard to the requirement of
justice, it ruins the king. All the four
Classes would become corrupt, all order
would come to an end, there would be
nothing but chaos and corruption if the
Law were not properly enforced. Where
the Law — which is likened unto a fear-
inspiring man, black in colour and with
red eyes — striking fear into the hearts of
the people (evil) and preventing them
from committing crimes, rules supreme,
there the people never go astray, and
consequently they live in happiness if it
be administered by a just and learned
man. He alone is considered a fit person
to administer the Law by the wise, who
invariably speaks the truth, is thoughtful,
highly intellectual and very clever in the
attainment of virtue, wealth and right-
eous desires. The Law rightly adminis-
tered by the king greatly promotes the
practice of virtue, acquisition of wealth
and secures the attainment of the heart-
felt desires of his people. But the same
Law destroys the king who is sensual,
indolent, crafty, malevolent, mean and
low-minded.” Great is the power and
majesty of the Law. It cannot be admin-
istered by a man who is ignorant and
unjust. It surely brings the downfall of
the king who deviates from the path of
rectitude.

The Law can never be justly ad-
ministered by a man who is destitute of
learning and culture, has no wise and
good men to assist him, and is sunk in
sensualism. He alone is fit to administer
the Law --- which is another name for
justice — who is wise, pure in heart, of
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truthful character, associates with the
good, conducts himself according to the
law and is assisted by the truly good
and great men in the discharge of his
duties.” (Manusmriti 7/17, 18, 19, 24,
25, 26,27,28,30,31)

Evil-minded king regarded as a curse

Ancient India witnessed many
kings who ruined their kingdoms owing
to their addiction to vices. Manu states,
“A king addicted to vices arising from
the love of pleasure loses his kingdom,
wealth and power and even his charac-
ter. Whilst one who is addicted to vices
arising from anger may even lose his
life. The ten vices proceeding from

love of pleasure are

N N W N —

. Hunting
. Gaming — playing with dices,

gambling, etc.

. Sleeping by day
. Gossiping or talking of sensual

subjects

. Excess with women
. Use of intoxicants such as alcohol,

opium, cannabis indica and its
products, etc.

. Excessive indulgence in singing,

playing and dancing or hearing and
seeing other people do so, and

. Useless wandering about from

place to place.
(Contd. on pg. 2)
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(Contd. from pg. 1)

The vices that proceed from anger are—
Tale-bearing

Violence, such as outraging another
man’s wife

Malevolence

Envy, i.e. mortification excited by
the sight of another person’s
superiority or success

Detraction from one’s character
Expenditure of money, etc., for
sinful purposes

Saying unkind or hard words and
Infliction of punishment without
any offence

Evil minded rulers make the
lives of their people sorrowful. Their
people also follow their footsteps and
become addicted to several evils and
vices. Consequently, their peace and
happiness disappear. This is why sage
Manu says, “Therefore, it behoves all
men, especially the king, to keep aloof
from hunting, drinking, and other vic-
es, and instead to develop a good char-
acter and noble disposition and to de-
vote themselves to the practice of vir-
tuous deeds.”

B b=

b

Qualifications of Ministers and
Officers

King Manu has also shed light
on the qualities of Ministers, Officers
and Ambassadors. He states, “Let a
king appoint good, righteous and clev-
er ministers who are natives of the
country, are very brave and coura-
geous, whose judgement seldom errs,
who come from a good family and are
well-tried men.”

ic, strong, and clever officers, as many as
he requires, for the due transaction of the
business of the State. Under them let
brave, courageous strong men of great
integrity and of noble lineage fill posi-
tions involving great responsibility and
risk, whilst let timid and faint-hearted
men be employed for the administration
of internal affairs.”

“Let him also appoint an Ambas-
sador who comes from a good family, is
very clever, perfectly honest, able to read
the inmost thoughts of others and to fore-
tell future developments and events by
observing the expression of faces and
other significant signs and acts and is
well-versed in all the branches of
knowledge.

He alone is a fit person to be ap-
pointed an Ambassador who is very
much devoted to politics, loves his coun-
try with all his heart, is of irreproachable
character, pure in heart, highly intelligent
and endowed with an excellent memory,
who can adapt himself to the manners
and customs of different countries and
different times, is good looking, fearless
and a master of elocution.”

(Manusmriti 7/54, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 64)

The great sage Manu has also shed
light on the duties of Ministers. He
states that, “The power to enforce the
law should be vested in a minister who
should see that the law is administered

justly. ”

Hence, chapter six of the
Satyarthaprakasha  emphasizes  that,
where the kings, ministers and other of-
ficers are all righteous and law-abiding,
only in that country will peace, prosperi-

ty and happiness prevail.
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He himself has read Rigveda and dis-
covered the most nature method of its
arrangements. There must be no doubt
of its contents being true. He can with-
out hesitation endorse the speech of
Lala Roshan. One who delivered a
speech on the same occasion.

(Arya Patrika 27 July 1886)
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Chapter Four of the Satyarthaprakasha

Chapter Four of the Sat-
yarthaprakasha deals with Samavart-
tana (Homecoming after the time spent
in the Gurukul), the Vivaha (Marriage)
and Grihashrama (Married life).

In the words of Swami Dayanan-
da, “Let a twice-born man, after having
the consent of his Guru, return home to
espouse a maid of his own class and
with excellent qualities.”

For the development of this chap-
ter Swami Dayanand Saraswati has
quoted from various sources like the
Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Maha-
bharata, Bhagavata Gita, Shatapatha
Brahman, Manusmriti, Pardashara Smri-
ti, Shighrododha, Apatambha Sutras,
Nirukta, Shastras and many others.

In this chapter, the author has
provided proofs about the science of
life, its source/origin and its termina-
tion, the right conduct of life of an indi-
vidual, in his family, in an isolated
group, in the society at large and all
these within a framework that has been
proven to withstand all the challenges in
the wake of life.

Swami states as per Manu the
following

® A student after fulfilling his duties as
a brahmacharya / or practice of celibacy
(can be) is eligible to form the basis of
all true reforms.

® Someone who got the consent / per-

mission of his teacher/Guru or preceptor
can embark on this stage of life.

® An individual should be issued of a
good family and be endowed with ex-
cellent qualities (physical, moral and
intellectual).

® Individuals should be of the same
religion/caste.

® Both individuals should not be afflict-
ed by faults, any handicap or invalidity
and diseases like Piles, Asthma, Bron-
chitis, Dyspepsia, Epilepsy, Leprosy
among others as these diseases could be
transmitted to offsprings.

® The girl should not be descended on
her mother’s side within generations
and she must not be of the same gotra
name as her father’s.

® The minimum age for the girl is 16

years and that of the boy is 24 years.
Although permissible, these ages are
considered as inferior for marriage.
This is so as these individuals do not
necessarily have a well-balanced ma-
turity to assume such a big responsibil-
ity of the Grihasthi.

® The medium marriage qualities the

girl of 18 to 20 years of age and that of
the boy to be 35 years of age is called
the superior marriage.

16 to 24 years of age for the girl/maiden
25 to 48 years for the man

® Manu ordains that the husband and

wife should bear mutual contentment
to lead an exemplary life that is full of
happiness, wealth and honour.’

Whereas Swami Dayanand Sar-
aswati emphasises on the bride and
bridegroom to accept this contract
(marriage) with the full mutual consent
of each other so as to prevent eventual
disagreement or begetting children of
inferior order.

The Rig Veda emphasises on
perfect / good practice of Brahmachar-
ya before getting into marriage stage
(individual should be endowed with
full youth, be strong in body, be ener-
getic of quick perception and action,
etc) so as to be able to enjoy life up to
a good old age.

Manu further lays emphasis on
persons of mutually suitable qualities,
characteristics and  temperament
(knowledge, disposition of good char-
acter, beauty, strength, built of body
etc, to get married.

Swami Dayanand Saraswati fa-
vours marriage to be ‘Swayamvara’ or
marriage by choice which for him
stand as the best form of marriage.

Swamiji was against unmatched
marriage and emphasised that marriage
by choice should be Varna Dharma
Vyavastha, that is, based on qualifica-
tions, accomplishments, and character
of the individual.

Happiness in conjugal life

According to Manu, happiness
in a married life is mainly based on the
contentment of the wife with her hus-
band. She must also be honoured, pro-
vided with good food, nice clothes and
ornaments and especially with good
conduct of her husband. It is said that
when she is happy, the whole family
enjoys felicity.”*

Manu, however, mentioned cer-
tain duties if a woman wants to bring
equilibrium in the responsibilities of a
happy conjugal life, such as she should
attend to household chores and do her
household duties with dexterity.

Monitor her expenditure / man-
age the family income and expenditure
(do the household budget).

100 % nice food should be con-
sumed to ensure good health of her
family (bodily and mentally).

Treat her servants properly and
keep tidiness and cleanliness in/around
the house among others.

[— to be continued)

Omduth Runglall
Notes and References

1 In the National Medical Association,
Washington, Dr S.M. Bewis made the
shocking revelation about 10 % of deaf
and dumb, over 5 % of the blind and
nearly 50 % of idiotic in the state are
offsprings of kindered

parents.

2 Manu 111/62

3 Rigveda 1/178/1

4 Manu 111/56,57
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In My View

Seize the Day

As we experience the trials
and tribulations of life the days
merge into each other.

We notice that they follow one
another but are different.

And thus, an unhappy event
may follow a day of great joy. Each
day brings with it its share of hope
and disillusion.

My father was seriously ill in
his late sixties and was following
treatment in the hospital.

I was aware that he could
breathe his last at any moment. They
were hard times.

It so happened that as I was
perusing an issue of the Reader’s
Digest, 1 came to a thought which
still appeals to me.

It mentioned that every morn-
ing when we wake up in good health
we have to be grateful to the Al-
mighty. He has granted us another
day. We have to spend it in such a
way that it is not wasted.

And there are many ways of
doing so. Some people are altruistic
and generous.

We can thus devote some of
our precious time to those who are
lonely and suffering. We can pay a
visit to the homes to bring some hap-
piness to the life of the inmates.

We should never be content
with our own welfare.

Mithyl Banymandhub
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Let Us Protect Our
Environment

Dear Chief-Editor,

We cannot say that we have not
been sensitised about the necessity of
keeping our environment clean. It is a
necessity to do so.

Through the media we have been
told how substantial damage has already
been caused to the coral because of the
waste that is dumped in the sea.

I do not know to what extent our
coral reef has been impacted but I shud-
der to think of what will happen if ever
this becomes a reality.

Our economy depends to a great
extent on tourism. What will be the re-
sult if we cannot offer tourists the pleas-
ures of swimming in our beautiful la-
goons?

Steps have been taken to have the
dead coral replaced by living ones. It is
up to us to prevent further damage.

Yours sincerely,

Satyadev Bowan
(Camp Fouquereaux)

The Music of Nature

‘One should always be ready to accept
truth and give up untruth’

Have you ever heard Nature’s Song?

Listen! You will hear it all day long

At dawn, you hear the bird chirping,

In sweet melody altogether.

The clear blue stream, sings as it flows

The strong wind whistles as it blows

The buzzing of insects- create an
atmosphere of drowsiness

And the other creatures in their shrill
voices

All the time sing with a great voice and
noise

At dusk, you hear the whisper of the
wind,

Among the leaves

An owl breaks the absolute silence

Stirring the entire night breeze.

Dew drops fall silently

A noise you hardly hear!

How lovely, pretty, beautiful, fascinating

And enchanting is nature’s music to the ears!

Sookraj Bissessur
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