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ik ) BHARAT RATNA MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA
ixi Born in Allahabad, renowned educationist and freedom fighter Madan
¥ Mohan Malaviya is known for the espousal of Hindu nationalism.

i Exceptional Journalist o ) ) )
i Malaviya started his journalistic career as the editor of the Hindustan in
i 1887. He also founded in 1909 a highly influential English newspaper-
i The Leader-published from Allahabad. He was also the chairman of
i Hindustan Times from 1924 to 1946. His efforts resulted in the launch of
i HT's Hindi edition in 1936.
i Inspiring Politician . o
i Malaviya was catapulted to the political arena after his inspiring speech at
i the second Congress session In Calcutta in 1886. He went on to serve
i Congress for almost 50 years. In 1930, when Mahatma Gandhi launched
: the salt Saglagraha and the Civil Disobedience Movement, he participated
i in them and courted arrest. o ) ] o
i Malaviya saw BHU as civilisational & nationalist Mission )
i ) -Ashok Malik
ixi In some respects, the awarding of the Bharat Ratna to Madan Mohan
¥ Malaviya is an anachronism. Posthumous awards are always anachro-
i nisms and a bit of a delayed acknowledgement-too late somé would say.
% In the case of Malaviya, who died in 1946, he has been awarded with the
¥ highest honour of the Republic of India, which was inaugurated well after
¥ he passed away. ) o )
% Having said that commemorating Malaviya in some manner is well worth
¥ the effort. He was born in 1861, the same year as Rabindranath Tagore
¥ and Motilal Nehru. A scholar and lawyer, among the earliest members of

i the Indian National Congress, a pioneering newspaperman (he chaired
i the board of Hindustan Times), a social reformer who fought caste dis-
i crimination, and above all an educationist there was so much to the man.
i His everlasting achievement was the Banaras Hindu University (BHU).
i It says something for the reductionism and lazy labelling of our times that we
i seek to limit our heroes. When Narendra Modi invoked Malaviya in the run up
i to the Lok Sabha election of 2014, there were several reasons for him to do
i so. He was making a political point in recalling forgotten stalwarts from out-
i side the Nehru-Gandhi lineage. He was also urging Banaras to rediscover its
i heritage as a knowledge hub. Yet, there were critics who argued Malaviya was
¢ a "Brahmin leader" and Modi was using his name to win upper caste votes in
i Uttar Pradesh! ) ) ]
% Similarly, a newpaper recently described Malaviya as a leader of the Hindu
ik Mahasabha, choosing to forget he was twice president of the Congress and
i far from regarded as merely a sectional and parochial figure, as was bein
% implied. That was a different epoch, when it was possible to be a member o
ik the Mahasabha (or the Muslim League for that matter) and simultaneously be
ixi a member of the Congress. Indeed, Mahasabha and Congress meetings
% were sometimes held in the same city, within days of each other, to make'it
¥ convenient for common members to attend. ) )
ik BHU was Malaviya's greatest child. He saw it as both a nationalist and a
¥ civilisational mission, bringing modern education to one of India's iconic

i cities and centres of scholarship. In the years to come BHU grew into the
premier educational institution in eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. It remains
show piece of what individual and philanthropic initiative can achieve in India,
especially in the field of higher education. Like the Indian Institute of Science
in Banglore, it serves as an example of how well-to-do but public spirited
Indians were once happy to give money to an institutional builder of credibility
and did not necessarily see higher education as almost exclusively the do-
main of the government, as it became after Independence. o
Among those who donated to the cause of BHU, and helped Malaviya in
his effort to build a university with "Hindu" in its name, was the then Nizam
i of Hyderabad, the richest Muslim in the country. Perhaps he was per-
i suaded by Malaviya; perhaps he was just convinced of the cause. Today
iX: both the Nizam and Malviya-and the creation of BHU-would have got em-
ix: broiled in some silly, vacuous debate about "secularism" and "commu-
ixi nalism". One must be grateful Madan Mohan Malviya didn't live to see this
¥ age. Appositely,he would have considered himselt an anachronism.

Brahmarpan February 2015 Vol. 8 NO.7 AE-BTA 2070 LT



BHARAT RATNA ATAL BIHARI BAJPAYEE .
: -Swapan Das Gupta
i Born in Gwalior, Atal Bihari Vajpayee remains one of the finest :
i practitioners of India's enlightened pluralism and a statesman
i among politicians.
{ A Visionary
i An orator par excellence and known for taking bold initiatives,
i notable being the attempt to bridge Indo-Pak differences,
{ Vajpayee reached far beyond his BJP's nationalist political agenda.
¥ It was Vajpayee's sway that brought new allies to BJP, then consid-
% ered a virtual untouchable in view of its rightist leanings.
¥ Man of Action
% Just after his government was a month in power, in May 1998,
i¥ India conducted five underground nuclear tests in Pokhran
% desert. With the launching of the Delhi-Lahore bus service in
¥ 1999, Vajpayee initiated a new peace process.

Atal's prowess came from instinct

i Vajpayee's oratory reflected his political personality : he
i was big hearted and loved life, which made him a tall
i leader.
i In 1992, the government of P.V. Narsimha Rao honoured Atal
i Behari Vajpayee with a Padma Vibhushan. The announcement
i coincided with the tense climax of the then BJP president Murli
i Manohar Joshi's Ekta Yatra that involved unfuring the national
i tricolour in a deserted Lal Chock in Srinagar.
¥ It was an astonishingly large hearted gesture because state
i¥ honours for politicians has invariably been on partisan consid-
% erations. Within the Congress, Rao must have drawn flak for
ix honouring the tallest leader of a party that was waging a politi-
% cal war against the government.
i Vajpayee wasn't part of the small group that was airlifted by the
¥ administration from Udhampur to facilitate a symbolic flag-hoist-
i¥ ing-Narendra Modi. Street marches and agitations, indispens-
able features of life in opposition, wasn't Atalji's style. Although
compelled to make token appearances, he preferred the stage
at a public meeting or the floor of Parliament to come into his
own. His reputation as a public speaker far exceeded the influ-
ence of the Jana Sangh. As a 14-year old, | recall making a
special effort to hear him speaking at a modest sized public
i meeting in Calcutta in 1970. There's nothing of the subject of
: his speech | remember but two facets of Vajpayee the orator
i were etched into my consciousness : his word play and his spar-
% kling wit.
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Atalji's oratory reflected his political personality : he was big hearted and
loved life. That made him a tall leader but an awkward politician. A good
politician has to be attentive to details and willing to imbibe an equal dose
of drudgery and excitement. Atalji was impatient of details. He barely re-
membered names and was bored by endless committee meetings. He
survived long stints as presidents of both the Jana Sangh and BJP cour-
tesy individuals such as Sunder Singh Bhandari, Kushabhau Thakre and,
of course, L.K. Advani. As Prime Minister he was disproportionately de-
pendant on his principal secretary Brajesh Mishra to read his mind and do
the needful.

So inadequate was his attention to detail that he often missed out on the
cross-currents within the party. It is said that Nityanand Swami was ap-
pointed the first chief minister of Uttarakhand because that was the only
name Atalji was familiar with-from the Jana Sangh days.

In one-on-one meetings, even those involving international leaders, Atal ji
was tongue-tied, preferring to limit himself to cryptic observations that
more often than not were razor sharp in precision. | once had the discon-
certing experience of a 30 minute meeting where he spoke barely a few
sentences, leaving me to hold forth on a range of subjects with an occa-
sional grunt signalling approval or otherwise.

This, | was told, was northing unusual. Atalji's method of relaxation as
Prime Minister was often to sit over a glass of masala Coke with close
friends such as Bhairon Singh Shekhawat and Appa Ghatate. The gath-
erings were not marked by prolonged spells of utter silence.

However, underneath this seemingly reclusive individual lurked a very fine
and astute political mind. Atalji conducted his politics on the strength of
instinct. Surveys and ideological posturing left him unmoved. At an elec-
tion planning meeting in 1993 for the state election in Uttar Pradesh he
glanced at the Ayodhya-centric posters that had been painstakingly pre-
pared and asked : "Where is any reference to power, water and educa-
tion?" He was right. An excessively Hindutva campaign cost the BJP that
election. Long years of experience had taught him that voters were un-
likely to be moved by abstract ideas alone. He was always mindful of the
big picture.

Atalji governed by instinct. He was an old-fashioned liberal who combined
a commitment to personal freedom with a passion for economic freedom.
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What is the support on which this universe rests? What is its cause
and who is its creator? How is it the cause of this creation? What is
the efficient cause or means with which the world is made?
Almightly God is the Maker of the universe, He has made it out of His
Infinite Omnipotence. He Himself is the support of this world, its effi-
cient cause and the means of its making. He produced this creation
and all living beings. He keeps the whole universe overshadowed by
His Divine Providence. His Efficient cause and His instrument, is he
Himself nothing else. He is "All Bliss". If someone forgets that Al-
mighty God and takes refuge from someone else, he cannot escape
from miseries.
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